acheotomy helps Papandreou sit up 

ATHENS (R) — Ailing Greek Prime Minister Andreas Papan- 
dreou was sitting up in his hospital chair for the first time in two 
weeks on Friday and a government spokesman said be could go 
J . -.tome this month. The reported improvement was largely due to a 
tracheotomy operation performed on Thursday, which eased Mr. 
Plapandreou's breathing and improved his mobility. “His general 
condition is stable,” a hospital statement said. “He is beginning to 
be more mobile and he remained sitting in his chair for about two 
hours.” Government spokesman Tefemacbos Hytiris rushed to 
give the good news, saying Mr. Papandreou, 76. could go home 
this month if all went well. "If things go along the present course, 
it is expected that he could leave the hospital around the 
holidays,” he told reporters. But Mr. Papandreou, placed in an 
intensive care unit with pneumonia 19 days ago. was still 
dependent on life-support machines for his failing kidneys and 
lungs, (see related story on page 12) 
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Netanyala ptammwts in opinion pofis 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — The bead of brad's right-wing opposition 
has seen his popularity nosedive since Prime Mhuster Yinwk 
Rabin was assassinated last month, according to two opmjonpous 
published Friday. Benjamin Netanyahu, head of the Likud Party, 
would win only 31 per cent of votes compared to 55 per rent «w 
Mr. Rabin's successor Shimon Peres if an election were held now. 
a survey in the daily Maariv said. Another m the Yahotis 
Aharonot daily gave Mr. Peres 46 per cent of the vote and Mr. 
Netanyahu 28 per cent. Mr. Netanyahu was neck-and-neck with 
Mr. Rabin in the polls before the Labour Party premier was 
gunned down by a rar-right Jewish fanatic at a peace rally m To 
Aviv on Nov. 4. The assassination sparked a backlash against foe 
Israeli right-wing, with Mr. Rabin’s widow Leah acoismg Mr. 
Netanyahu of creating foe dimate of violence which led to foe 
assassination. Israelis will directly el e c t their prime minister for the 
first time in legislative elections set for Oct. 29, 1996. In an attempt 
to salvage his ratings, Mr. Netanyahu has dropped his outright 
rejection of Israel's autonomy accords with the Palestinians. 


Price: Jordan 150 Fils 



Arafat signs 
election law 

GAZA CITY (AP) — 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat has signed a law set- 
ting the rales for the Jan. 20 
elections, officials in his 
office said Friday. The law 
has been criticised by smaller 
opposition groups which 
argued the winner-takes-all 
electoral system in J6 voting 
districts was weighted against 
them. They had demanded 
proportional representation. 
Mr. Arafat signed the law 
Thursday evening, after 40 
days of review and negotia- 
tions with opposition groups. 
Elections for an 82-member 
Palestinian council are to be 
held Jan. 20, capping and 
Israeli troop withdrawal from 
most West Bank towns and 
villages. On Sunday, candi- 
dates are to announce that 
they are running for a council 
seat. An estimated 1.8 mil- 
lion Palestinians live in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
and 155,000 in East Jeru- 
salem. Of those, nearly one 
million have been registered 
as eligible voters. 

Jordan receives 
league message 

AMMAN (Petra) — Foreign 
Minister Abdul Karim Al 
Kabariti has received a mes- 
sage from Arab League 
Secretary General Esmat 
Abdul Meguid, dealing with 
the Palestinian National Au- 
thority’s (PNA) request to 
support tire recognition of the 
Palestinian passport issued by 
the PNA. Dr. Abdul Meguid 
voiced hope that the Jorda- 
nian government do every 
possible effort to help recog- 
nise the Palestinian passport 
in the various countries. 

Jordan seeks to 
dear dam project 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister 
of Water and Irrigation Saleh 
Irsheidat has said that the 
Jordanian side disccussed 
with Israeli Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres during his 
short visit to Jordan removal 
of all obstacles faring the 
implementation of the provi- 
sions of the Jordanian-Israeli 
peace treaty, particularly the 
construction of a dam on the 
Yarmouk River, the Arabic 
daily Ai Ra’i said. The news- 
paper quoted Dr. Irsheidat as 
saying that he expects the 
Israeli authorities to grant the 
necessary licences within the 
next few days for Jordanian 
technical teams and equip- 
ment to enter the proposed 
dam construction area on the 
Israeli side to carry out the 
necessary soil-testing. Mr. 
Peres promised to facilitate 
the mission and Jordanian 
teams from the Ministry of 
Water and Irrigation Thurs- 
day visited the proposed dam 
site in Adasia area in Jordan. 

French bomb suspect 
remanded in custody 

LONDON (AFP) — Rachid 
Ram da, an Algerian wanted 
m connection with a series of 
bomb attacks in France, will 
be held here for another 
week while France prepares 
its case for extradition, a 
court ruled here Friday. The 
Bow Street magistrates re- 
manded Ram da in custody 
until Dec. 16, two days be- 
fore a deadline by which 
France must present its case 
for extradition. Ramda, 26, 
was one of five persons 
arrested here in early 
November in raids carried 
out in West London. French 
Justice Minister Jacques 
Toubon has said Ramda play- 
ed a key role in the eight 
bombings or attempted 
bombings that have hit 
France since July 25. 

Pro-Israeli killed 
in S. Lebanon blast 

MARJAYOUN (R) — A 
pro-Israeli militiaman was 
killed in South Lebanon on 
Friday when a roadside bomb 
exploded near his patrol, pro- 
Israeli sources said. The blast 
"lit the South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) militiamen as the pat- 
rolmen were walking to the 
village of Kroum Al Arz in 
Jizzine, a finger of territory 
outside Israel’s South Leba- 
non occupation zone but 
under SLA control. No group 
claimed immediate responsi- 
bility for the attack. 


Pullout on schedule, Peres tells Arafat 

Israeli soldiers kill Palestinian in Nablus clashes 



Israeli soldiers watch Palestinians during Friday prayers in the West Bank town of 
Bethlehem. The Israeli army is scheduled to withdraw from the city on Dec. 18 
ahead of the first Palestinian Christmas there since 1967 (AFP photo) 


EREZ (Agencies) — Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres prom- 
ised Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat on Friday that Israel 
would stick to the timetable 
for an Israeli troop withdraw- 
al in the West Bank by the 
end of the year. He also 
promised to release 1,000 
Palestinian prisoners. 

Israeli troops meanwhile 
opened fire on Palestinians 
Friday, killing one and 
wounding at least three in 
Nablus, witnesses and hospit- 
al officials said. 

The clash came just a week 
before Israeli troops were to 
pull out of the West Bank’s 
largest city, and one of the 
Palestinians involved in the 
dash said he and his friends 
initiated the violence “as 
farewell to stone throwing." 

As Israel’s chief peace 
negotiator, Mr. Peres has 
met repeatedly with Mr. Ara- 
fat, but Friday's one-hour 
session marked the first time 
the two leaders have met 
since the Nov. 4 assassination 
of Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin by a Jewish extremist. 

“They murdered the prime 
minister, but they didn't mur- 
der the peace process, and 
they won't,” Mr. Peres said. 

The prime minister said 
Israel's troop pullback from 
West Bank towns was “going 
rather smoothly,” but 
warned the pace might slow if 
there were attacks on 
Israelis. 


In the past week, four 
Israeli soldiers were wounded 
in two shooting ambushes in 
the West Bank. 

Mr. Arafat promised Fri- 
day he would coordinate with 
Israel to “stop all terrorist 
activities by all means." 

Under the Israel-Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) autonomy agreement, 
Israel handed the West Bank 
town of Jenin to Palestinian 


control last month, and the 
town of Tulkarem was to 
follow on Sunday, with 400 
Palestinian police officers de- 
ploying in town. 

Israeli troops are to pull 
out of four more cities — 
Nablus. Kalkiliya, Beth- 
lehem and Ram all ah — by 
the end of December, ahead 
of Palestinian general elec- 
tions on Jan. 20. 

Mr. Peres said Friday that 


Israel would free 1,000 more 
Palestinian security prison- 
ers. He did not give a date for 
their release but Israel and 
the PLO have already agreed 
that the prisoner releases 
come before Palestinian elec- 
tions. 

“The message we have del- 
ivered... is that all the com- 
mitments and all the dates. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Hamas 
awaits 
invitation 
to Cairo 

AMMAN (AFP) — The 
Palestinian militant group 
Hamas said here Friday it 
was still waiting for an official 
invitation from Egypt for a 
planned dialogue with the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) in Cairo. 

“Any country seeking to 
mediate should send invita- 
tion to both parties, other- 
wise inviting only one party 
could work against the princi- 
ple of impartiality,” Ammhn- 
based Hamas spokesman 
Ibrahim Ghosheh told AFP. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa said Wednesday 
.that reconciliation talks be- 
tween Hamas and the PLO 
would go ahead as planned m 
Cairo, but he did not give a 
date. 

“Egypt is open to both 
parties, who wifi meet in 
Cairo,” Mr. Musa said. 

But .Mr. Ghosheh ques- 
tioned the choice of Cairo in 
the light of the “tension 
which flared there” after the 
ruling party won by a land- 
slide on Wednesday in par- 
liamentary elections held 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israel insists on early warning stations 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israel has not -given up its 
demand for early warning 
stations on the Golan 
Heights, saying it should not 
be a precondition for the 
resumption of peace talks 
with Syria. 

Israel's ambassador to the 
United States Itamar Rabino- 
vich said that Israel was still 
standing firm on its insistence 
that any deal to withdraw 
from the strategic plateau 
must provide for ground- 
based early warning stations. , 

“The problem of early 
warning and in particular 
ground stations remains a 
very important component in 
our approach, in our position 
on the problem of the secur- 
ity arrangements,” Mr. Rabi- 
novich said on Israel's army 
radio. 

But on -Israel radio, Mr. 
Rabinovich said this demand 
was not a precondition for 
restarting peace talks with 
the Syrians. 

“We are not trying to dic- 
tate to the Syrians conditions 
saying that if you don't accept 
beforehand our positions on 


foe early warning stations we 
won’t -discuss security 
arrangements with you,” Mr. 
Rabinovich said. 

Mr. Rabinovich's remarks 
came following a Middle East 
tour by U..S envoy Dennis 
Ross m an effort to get foe 
Syrian-Israeli talks going 
again. 

“There were no concrete 
Syrian responses,” Mr. Rabi- 
novich said of Mr. Ross's 
shuttle. 

The Syrian-Israeli peace 
negotiations have been sus- 
pended since June over 
Security arrangements on foe 
Golan Heights after an ex- 
pected Israeli withdrawal. 

Mr. Rabinovich said that 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher was to visit foe 
region in Mid-December and 
that foe possibilities would be 
dearer then. 

Syria has conditioned their 
resumption on an Israeli dec- 
laration in advance that it is 
willing to withdraw from all 
of foe Golan and that it drop 
its demand for foe ground- 
based early warning stations. 

Washington has yet to con- 


firm a Christopher visit. 

Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres, who visits foe -United 
States this weekend, hopes 
that most Arab states would 
add their signatures to a 
peace treaty between Israel 
and Syria and Lebanon when 
and if it is concluded, Mr. 
Peres' office said. 

Israel has said it will only 
become dear if talks with 
Syria can resume after Mr. 
Peres meets President Bill 
Clinton next week in 
Washington in this first trip 
there since foe murder of his 
predecessor Yitzhak Rabin 
by a right-wing Jew in 
November. 

Peres spokesman Yarden 
Vatikay confirmed reports 
saying Mr. Petes wanted 
most Arab states to sign a 
Syria treaty. 

Israel’s Haaretz newspaper 
on Friday quoted Mr. Peres 
as saying: 

“My intention is if we sign 
a treaty with Syria and Leba- 
non that there will be the 
signatures on foe treaty of 
18-20 more Arab states and 


we will put an end to the state 
of war between us and all foe 
Arab states outside of two or 
three.” 

Mr. Vatikay said: "Those 
(states) in doubt are Iran, 
Iraq, Libya.” 

In preparation for his 
Washington trip, Mr. Feres 
met Egyptian President Hos- 
ni Mubarak in Cairo on 
Thursday and King Hussein 
in Amman on Wednesday. 
He met Palestinian Leader 
Yasser Arafat in Gaza on 
Friday. Mr. Peres' office said 
he planned to meet Moroc- 
co's King Hassan on the re- 
turn trip from Washington 
(see page 2) 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa criticised foe idea 
of an Israel-U.S. defence 
pact Mr. Peres reportedly in- 
tends to raise in Washington, 
Israel's Davar Rishon news- 
paper said on Friday. 

“You are reverting to talk- 
ing in an old language. We 
agreed to talk peace. If you 
have a defence pact we will 
have our own defence pact,*' 
it quoted Mr. Musa as saying. 


Bosnia is poised 
for ‘war or peace’ 
- U.S. mediator 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
Bosnia is poised between 
“war and peace," U.S. peace 
mediator Richard Holbrooke 
said Friday after security key 
assurances from the Bosnian 
government on the full imple- 
mentation of the Dayton 
peace accord. 

After meeting Bosnian 
President Alija Izetbegovic, 
Mr. Holbrooke said be had 
been assured of the with- 
drawal of “mujahideen" 
volunteer fighters in 
government-held Bosnia, and 
a pledge' from Sarajevo to 
“fully comply" with the Day- 
ton accord. 

“We are poised today (Fri- 
day) somewhere between war 
ana peace. The war has stop- 
ped. The peace, initialled in 
Dayton, will be signed in 
Paris on Dec. 14 and then it 
must be implemented,” Mr. 
Holbrooke, Assistant Secret- 
ary of State, told reporters. 

The U.S. mediator was in 
Sarajevo for the first leg of a 
quick tour of Balkan capitals 
in the run-up to the Paris 
conference at which the Day- 
ton peace accord be brokered 
will be signed by the presi- 
dents of Croatia, Bosnia and 
Serbia. 

With concern at borne high 
over Washington's pledge to 


deploy 20.000 troops to help 
implement foe peace agreem- 
net in Bosnia, assurances 
from Mr. Izetbegovic over 
the withdrawal of mujahi- 
deen forces will eliminate one 
fear. 

Eoohing a statement made 
by Mr. Izetbegovic, Mr. Hol- 
brooke told reporters he had 
been assured that "that all 
foreign elements that are 
within the control of the 
(Muslim-Croat) federation 
will be removed within 30 
days or less as required” by 
annex 1A of the Dayton 
agreements. 

Several hundred Islamic 
volunteer fighters, based in 
central Bosnia, have fought 
with the government army 
against both Croats and Serbs 
in foe Bosnian conflict. Re- 
cently, tendons with British 
peacekeepers have been high 
after one of foe volunteers 
was shot by a British soldier. 

Mr. Holbrooke also said 
Mr. Izetbegovic had assured 
Washington that the Sarajevo 
government intended to 
“comply fully with every 
aspects” of the Dayton agree- 
ment and to “reach out to foe 
Serbs (around Sarajevo).’’ 

Following foe Dayton talks 

(Continued on pace 7 1 


Mubarak secures 
docile legislature 


CAIRO (AFP) — President 
Hosni Mubarak will be able 
to govern Egypt free of any 
serious opposition in parlia- 
ment after the turbulent elec- 
tions which prompted U.S. 
concern over charges of wide- 
spread vote rigging. 

His ruling National Demo- 
cratic Party’s (NDP) grip on 
power was strengthened Fri- 
day when 99 victorious inde- 
pendents joined its ranks, 
bringing its total of seats to 
416 out of 444. 

Opposition parties, which 
accuse foe government of a 
massive election fraud cam- 
paign to squeeze them out of 
foe assembly, won only 13 
seats after a second round of 
voting of Wednesday. 

The remaining 15 deputies 
are independents, including 
one member of foe opposi- 
tion Muslim Brotherhood. 
Mr. Mubarak will appoint 10 
more deputies to complete 
foe house. 

With three per cent of the 
seats, the opposition in par- 
liament will be the weakest 
ever since multi-party elec- 
tions began in Egypt in 1976. 

No Coptic Christians, 
numbering some 10 per cent 
of the population, were 
elected to the house, after 
reports of a Christian’s vic- 
tory in south Egypt proved 
incorrect. 

The new deputies are to be 


sworn in an opening parlia- 
ment session on Wednesday, 
and Mr. Mubarak will 
address the new house m its 
first working session on Dec. 
16, foe govermnent-run Al 
Akhbar said. 

Demonstrations and vio- 
lence flared in a number of 
north Nile Delta towns on 
Thursday after results were 
announced in the elections 
which saw a string of clashes 
which, in both rounds, left 37 
dead and 124 injured. 

Egyptian rights groups cal- 
led on Mr. Mubarak to annul 
foe vote and appoint an “im- 
partial government” to con- 
duct new elections due to 
“fraud on a massive scale.” 
, Hie fraud reports' have 
already led to a court battle 
after an administrative court 
ruled that results in a third of 
foe seats must be cancelled 
due to rigging. 

The Interior Ministry 
appealed the decision and a 
higher court is to decide the 
appeal on Saturday. 

The United States, which 
provides S2.1 billion in aid to 
Egypt annually, urged Egypt 
for a second time to investi- 
gate claims of vote fraud after 
the ran-offs. 

“We folly expect that foe 
Egyptian government will in- 
vestigate charges of irregular- 

continued on page 7) 


King Fahd 
to take 
rest after 
leaving 
hospital 

DUBAI (Agencies) — King 
Fahd of Saudi Arabia was 
discharged from a Riyadh 
hospital late on Thursday, a 
week after being admitted for 
what U.S. officials said was a 
stroke. 

King Fahd, 73, left hospital 
on Thursday evening, the 
royal court said in a state- 
ment read on Saudi television 
on Friday. It did not specify 
foe king's illness but said his 
“sudden medical condition” 
was over. 

The court said the king 
would spend an unspecified 
period of rest as ordered by 
his doctors. 

Diplomats said his slightly 
younger half-brother Crown 
Prince Abdullah was ex- 
pected to assume some of 
King Fabd’s duties while the 
king, who assumed the 
throne of foe world’s largest 
oil producer and exporter in 
1982, was recuperating. 

King Fafad’s illness trig- 
gered succession speculation 
although official statements 
stressed he was in good con- 
dition and said foe results of 
his medical tests were reas- 
suring. 

The king, who has been the 
main architect of Saudi Ara- 
bia’s policies for the past 20 
years, was forced to miss an 
annual Gulf Arab summit in 
Oman which ended on 
Wednesday. 

Crown Prince Abdullah 
represented the kingdom at 
the summit. 

On Tuesday state televi- 
sion showed the first footage 
of foe king since be fell ill. He 
spoke animatedly to princes 
and ministers while receiving 
dignitaries in a hospital salon. 

The monarch could be seen 
smiling and chatting with 
royal family members in his 
suite at Riyadh's King Faisal 
specialist hospital. 

Hie king, whose voice 
could not be heard, appeared 
relaxed though he kept ad- 
justing his white headdress. 
He was sitting in an armchair 
with a cane lby his side. 

It was the king’s first public 
appearance since he was hos- 
pitalised Thursday with what 
the royal court described as a 
“temporary health emergen- 
cy” caused by exhaustion 
from overwork. 

Last week a team of U.S. 
doctors was flown in to 

(Continued on page 7) 


Jordan backs GCC 
resolutions; Kabariti 
due in Qatar today 


By a Jordan Tunes 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Foreign Minis- 
ter Abdul Karim Kabariti on 
Friday welcomed the resolu- 
tions adopted by the recent 
summit of the Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council (GCC) ana said 
he was beginning a visit to 
Doha, Qatar, today (Satur- 
day) for discussions on bi- 
lateral relations and security- 
" related issues. 

Describing the Doha talks 
as part of continued consulta- 
tions between Jordan and 
Qatar, Mr. Kabariti said the 
visit comes in response to an 
invitation extended to him by 
his Qatari counterpart. 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Jassem 
Al Thaxxi, during the OcL 
29-31 Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) economic 
summit held in Amman. 

Mr. Kabariti said Jordan 
was “very satisfied with the 
resolutions” adopted by the 
leaders of foe GCC at last 
week’s summit held in Mus- 
cat, Oman. “We fully agree 
with the resolutions as ex- 
pressed in the final communi- 
que of the summit,” the fore- 
ign minister told the Jordan 
Times. 

The minister described as a 
“matter of modalities and 
technicalities” the dispute 
that surfaced when Qatar 
boycotted the final session of 
the summit in protest against 
the election of a Saudi diplo- 
mat instead of a Qatari as 
GCC secretary general. 

“The summit should be 
gauged -foe final -resolu- 
> tiongfoat itadoptedyand we 
are fully satisfied by the final 
communique of foe meet- 
ing,” said Mr. Kabariti. 

The communique adopted 
a toughened position on Iraq, 
supported the United Arab 
Emirates in a dispute with 
Iran over three islands in the 
Gulf and warned against ex- 
tremism. particularly empha- 
sised by a bomb blast in 


Riyadh that killed seven peo- 
ple last month. 

Mr. Kabariti's talks in 
Doha are expected to be a 
follow-up to ideas and prop- 
osals floated during the 
MENA sammit and on 
means to expand Jordanian- 
Qatari cooperation. Also ex- 
pected to be discussed is foe 
possibility of Jordan hosting a 
major terminal at Aqaba for 
Qatari gas to be exported to 
Israel. 

Qatar and the U.S. Enron 
Corporation signed an agree- 
ment on developing Qatar's 
northern gas fields during 
MENA summit, and Israel 
and Enron signed a separate 
accord under which Enron 
will supply foe Qatari gas to 
foe Jewish state. 

The gas, in liquefied form, 
will be sent by tankers to the 
Red Sea or the Mediterra- 
nean to a transit terminal 
where it would be reproces- 
sed and sent to Israel, and it 
is expected that the terminal 
will be at Aqaba. 

Mr. Kabanti and Qatari 
leaders are also expected to 
discuss the Middle East peace 
process and in ter- Arab 
issues, including means to 
heal the rifts in Arab ranks. 

While the dispute that sur- 
faced at the GCC summit 
might not figure high in Mr. 
Kabariti’s talks, foe issue is 
seen to have underlined the 
delicacy of differences among 
the GCC members them- 
selves. 

Qatar’s emir. Sheikh 
Hamad Ben Khalifa Al Tha- 
ni, confirmed on Thursday 
that his boycott of foe GCC 
summit was prompted by the 
disagreement over the 
appointment of a Saudi 
secretary-general for the 
alliance. 

But the emir, mating Doha's 
first public comment on 
Wednesday’s boycott, did not 
say whether Qatar would go 

(Continued on page 7) 


Missile parts seized; 
Iraq disowns cargo 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordanian offi- 
cials on Friday confirmed 
that authorities had inter- 
cqpted a consignment of mis- 
sile parts being shipped to 
violation of foe inter- 
national sanctions against 
that country, and foe official 
Iraqi media denied that the 
Baghdad government was in- 
volved in the shipment 
The officials, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said 
the consignment of Russian 
gyroscopes — which could be 
used in manufacturing mis- 
siles — had arrived at Queen 
Alia International Airport 
(QAIA) . aboard a Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) plane from 
Moscow in the second week 
of November. The crates 
were marked as electrical 
equipment. 

“The authorities disco- 
vered that the boxes con- 
tamed missile parts and the 
Jordanian government im- 
mediately informed the Un- 
ited Nations Sanctions Com- 
mittee,” said an official. 
“Subsequently, officials from 
the Sanctions Committee as 
foe well as the Ekens group,” 
foe. U.N. Special Commission 
(UNSCOM) on disarming 
Iraq, came to Jordan and 
inspected the equipment, 
added foe official. 

“All foe details were noted 
down and entered into U.N. 
records by the U.N. officials 
before they left,” said foe 
official, who confirmed 
accounts by news agencies 
that foe consignment was 
enough to equip “one hun- 
dred missiles.” 

The importer was identi- 
fied as a businessman from 
Gaza' holding a two-year 
Jordanian passport, (the 
name of the man cannot be 

S ublished under standing 
ordanian regulations) who 
was said to be operating an 
Amman-based import/export 
company. 

The authorities kept a 
watch for the businessman to 


turn up to claim the consign- 
ment, but he failed to show 
up, said the official, adding 
“the man is no longer in 
Jordan.” . 

The French news agency 
(AFP), quoting an unidenti- 
fied official, reported that the 
businessman had fled Jordan 
and was hiding in Iraq. 
According to foe agency, the 
consignment was worth £25 
million. 

The Iraqi News Agency 
(INA) said Friday foe Bagh- 
dad government was not in- 
volved in foe shipment and 
that it bad warned a “Jorda- 
nian middleman" against 
trying to send such equip- 
ment to Iraq. 

The agency said foe mid- 
dleman, whom it did not 
identify, bad approached the 
•Iraqi government with “sam- 
ples” of “dual purpose" 
equipment in early 1994, and 
that Baghdad had not only 
turned down the offer but 
also wrote an official letter to 
the man, a copy of which was 
also sent to UNSCOM. 

The agency report sug- 
gested the equipment could 
have been used for civilian 
purposes as well as in the 
manufacture of missiles with 
a range of under 150 
kilometres. 

Under the terms of the 
U.N. resolutions, Iraq is per- 
mitted tq produce missiles 
with a range of under 150 
kilometres. But the gyro- 
scopes intercepted in Amman 
could' arm long-range Scud- 
missiles, according to news 
agency reports. 

Hie middleman renewed 
the offer to send “contraband 
material” to Iraq in 1995, and 
was again turned down by 
“an Iraqi industrial organisa- 
tion,” foe agency said, quot- 
ing an unidentified govern- 
ment official. 

Under the terms of the 
sweeping international 
embargo in force since its 
Aug. _ 2, 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait, Iraq is banned from 

- (Continued on page 7) 
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U.N. draws up tight mechanism 
to preempt Iraq rearming itself 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The United Na- 
tions Security Council is ex- 
pected to debate and adopt a 
decision that sets ont a 
mechanism that would pre- 
yeut Iraq from acquiring any 
item that could be used in the 
production or acquisition of 
weapons of mass destruction 
as part of {he international 
monitoring of the be- 
leaguered country’s aims 

capabilities. 

The proposal, which effec- 
tively seeks to plug all possi- 
ble loopholes in Iracj rearm- 
ing itself after the lifting of 
international sanctions 
against it, is by for one of the 
all-embracing monitoring 
mechanisms against any 
country to go before the 
world body, U.N. and inde- 
pendent experts said. 

“If adopted and im- 
plemented to its spirit and 
letter, the mechanism will 
seal off all possible avenues 
for Iraq to reacquire or 
manufacture weapons of 
mass destruction,” said one 
expert. By extension, said the 
e xp ert, it would also severely 
curtail Iraq rebuilding its de- 
fence capabilities. 

A United Nations state- 
ment issued on Wednesay 
said the mechanism, which 
provides for clear prior 
notices of the sale of “dual- 
use* 11 items and “end-user cer- 
tificates” by sellers, was pre- 
pared by Rolf Ekeus, chair- 
man of the United Nations 
Special Commission (UN- 
SCOM), which is monitoring 
the elimination of Iraq’s 
weapons of mass destruction 


and the country’s ability to 
produce such aims, am) the 
International Atomic Energy 


Agency (IAEA). 

The proposal, which is re- 
Security Coun- 
Resoltm'on 715 that sets 
out detailed terms for moni- 
toring Iraq’s military capabi- 
lities, was forwarded to the 


Security Council by the Ger- 
man delegate. 


Tony Ehel, 
who chairs the Sanctions 
Committee, which oversees 
the maintenance of interna- 
tional sanctions against Iraq 
when the country invaded 
Kuwait in August 1990. 

The U.N. statement, a 
copy of which was made 
available to the Jordan 
Times, said the Security 
Council was expected to be 
consider the proposal “short- 
ly and adopt the resolution 
approving it.” 

The statement noted that 
Security Council Resolution 
687, adopted after Kuwait 
was liberated from Iraq 
occupation in February 1991, 
bans Iraq from having nuc- 
lear, chemical and biological 
weapons and long-range bal- 
listic missies (beyond 150 
kilometres in range) and 
stipulates the elimination of 
the country’s arsenal as a 
precondition for the lifting of 
the sweeping sanctions. 

Resolution 687 set up the 
Special Commission headed 
by Mr. Ekeus, whose latest 
report to the Security Council 
held out little hope of an 
early lifting of the sanctions 
agamst Iraq and the country’s 
compliance with “its obliga 1 
tion not to reaquire banned 
capabilities.” 

Plans for the monitoring of 


Iraq's indigenous dual-use 
capabilities (i.e. those capa- 
bilities that could be used for 
legitimate purposes but 
which could also be used to 
acquire banned weapons) 
were adopted by the Security 
Council Oct. 11, 1991 
through Resolution 715 and 
are currently being im- 
plemented. Resolution 715 
envisaged supplemening the 
monitoring of indigenous 
activities and capabilities 
with monitoring of exports to 

Iraq and called for the de- 
velopment of a mechanism 
for such, said the U.N. state- 
ment. 

It said: “The mechanism 
relies on notifications both by 
Iraq and the supplier states of 
planned supplies of dual-use 
items to Iraq and on inspec- 
tion of those items at the 
end-user site. Iraq wifi be 
required to make detailed de- 
clarations about its intention 
to import a dual-use item 
before import occurs. The 
government of the supplier 
company will be required to 
notify the intention to supply 
such items prior to export 
and Hafaiis confirming the 
export, the mode of trans- 
port, the port of entry into 
Iraq and the end-user site. 
Upon arrival of the goods in 
Iraq, Iraq wiD have to make 
simihir declarations. 

“The export/import 
mechanism is designed to be 
complementary to the other 
elements of ongoing monitor- 
ing and verification in order 
to create an effective system 
with minimal additional costs 
for legitimate trade and in- 
dustry. Notifications from 
two sources will allow a de- 


gree of setf-verfkatkm in the 
export/import monitoring 
mechanism and will give ear- 
ly indication of what ntwly 
imported items should be in- 
corporated info the ongoing 
monitoring and verification 
regime. After arrival of the 
goods in Iraq, inspections 
under the ongoing monitor- 
ing and verification regime 
will allow verification of 
actual use at the end-user 
site. This will maintain the 
comprehensiveness of the 
regime by ensuring that all 
the items that should be sub- 
ject to ongoing monitoring 
and verification indeed are.” 
“Adoption of this mechan- 
ism is a prerequisite for the 
lifting or easing, under the 
terms of the ceasefire resolu- 
tion, of the sanctions adopted 
under Resolution 661, It is 
expected that the Security 
Council will adopt the prop- 
osed mechanism in a further 
Security Council resolution. 
The mechanism wffl only be- 
come operational in respect 
of particular items when the 


Security Council so decides. 
Until that time, the Sanctions- 


Committee will continue to 
exercise its functions in re- 
spect of any requests by Iraq 
to import dual-use items of a 
humanitarian nature. 
Approval of the mechanism 
by the Council well in adv- 
ance of such decisions is 
necessary in order to permit 
governments to take the mea- 
sures to give effect to the 
mechanism under their 
national law as soon as the 
Council decides that the 
mechanism should become 
operational in respect of par- 
ticular dual-use items.” 


Kurds unimpressed 
by Ciller’s aid offer 


DIYARBAKIR (Agencies) 
— Prime Minister Tansu Cil- 
ler pledged economic aid and 
housing Friday for Turkey's 
impoverished Kurds, but her 
promises drew little enthu- 
siasm from the intended be- 
neficiaries. 

“We will change "the fate of 
this region and bring prosper- 
ity when we have ftill secur- 
ity," Ms. Ciller told a crowd 
of 2,000 in Diyarbakir as she 
continued campaigning for 
Turkey’s Dec. 24 legislative 
elections. 

Diyarbakir is the regional 
centre of Turkey's mainly 
Kurdish-populated south- 
east, scene of a separatist 
uprising led by the Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK) which 
has left more than 21,000 
people dead in the last 11 
years. 

“We will provide housing 
to those who had to leave 
their villages due to terror- 
ism,” Ms. Giler said, “and 
some people will be able to 
return to their home where 
there is security now.” 

She was referring to hun- 
dreds of thousands of people 
who have fled their villages 
and towns to escape fighting 
between government troops 
and the outlawed PKK. 

Most of the migrants have 
come to Diyarbakir. Others 
have taken refuge mainly in 
the southern cities of Adana 
and Mersin. 

Diyarbakir's population is 
unknown. Before the influx, 
of the last couple of years, 
about one million people 
were living here, but some 
say the population is more 
than double that now. 

The crowd listening to Ms. 
Ciller's address was 
apparently not very impress- 
ed and only a small group 
contributed with applause. 


When she elaborated on 
issues such as Turkey's ex- 
pected customs union with 
the European Union and 
pipelines to carry Caspian oil 
to the Mediterranean, several 
spectators turned and left the 
rally. 

“She is not talking about 
our issues,” one spectator, 
Ahmet Kurt, -raid. 

Indeed, deep poverty is 
easy to see in foe city, with 
unemployment, particularly 
among migrants, rampant. 
Some banners seen in the 
crowd read: “We want jobs, 
not promises.” 

Many of foe traditional 
parties, including Ms. Ciller's 
centre-right True Path Party, 
are not popular in Diyarba- 
kir, and several residents said 
their favourite was the pro- 
Kurdish People's Democracy 
Party (HADEP). 

"I expect HADEP to get at 
least 50 per cent of the votes 
here in the .elections," 
Mohammad Kara, a bus driv- 
er, said. 

HADEP was established 
last year after its predecessor, 
the Democracy Party (DEP), 
was closed down. 

Four former DEP parlia- 
mentarians are currently in 
prison, serving 15 years sent- 
ences for alleged cooperation 
with the PKK. Several others 
have gone to Europe and set 
up a pariiament-in-exile with 
structural links to the PKK. 

Some Diyarbakir residents 
said the pro-Islamic Welfare 
Party is also strong in the 
region and is expected to 
receive the second largest 
support after the HADEP in 
Diyarbakir, a traditionally re- 
ligious area. 

Ms. Ciller used Friday's 
rally to try to defend the 
military campaign against foe 
11-year-old PKK rebellion. 


Iraqi ‘spy ring’ gets 
light sentences in 
Mauritanian court 


NOUAKCHOTT (AFP) 
— A Mauritanian court 
Thursday handed down 
lenient sentences on 46 
. members of groups sym- 
pathetic to Baghdad's rul- 
ing Baath Party charged 
until setting fop an illegal 
organisation'. 

In a verdict that obser- 
vers said was designed to 
play down a case involv- 
ing former ministers and 
senior army officers, the 
stiffest sentence was one 
year in jail for eight 
alleged ringleaders. 

Charges of spying for a 
foreign power, which car- 
ried a penalty of 10 years 
imprisonment, were drop- 
ped at the-start of the case 
and the trial was switched 
from a special security 
court. 

The court ignored foe 
request of the state pro- 
secutor for sentences of 
up to five years, after he 
claimed that Mauritania's 
legal pro-Baath Party, the 
National Vanguard 
(AGN), had a military 
wing funded by Iraqi Pres- 
ident Saddam Hussein. 

The prosecutor alleged 
that a network of secret 
groups had been set up to 
spy for Baghdad and to 
seize power by any 
means. 

Those jailed for a year 
included AGN's founder 
and president, Khattry 
Ould Taleb Jiddou, while 
Mohammad Yeddhi Quid 
Breidelleil, a former 
minister being tried for 
foe fourth time for his 
Baathist connections, got 
eight months. 


Six out of seven military 
officers charged were ac- 
quitted, while the seventh 
was given a six month 
suspended prison sent- 
ence. 

The 37 defence lawyers, 
who bad walked out of the 
court on Wednesday com- 
plaining of restrictions on 
their pleading and were 
not present for foe ver- 
dicts, said they would 
lodge an immediate 
appeal. 

The wave of arrests be- 
gan Oct. 23, when 
Mauritanian's Interior 
Minister Mohammad 
Ould Dah accused the Ira- 1 
qi regime of maintaining 
“a secret network (to pro- 
vide) precise information 
on strategic positions of 
foe Mauritanian state.” 

Senior officials in the 
presidency and the * 
Mauritanian parliament 
were implicated, accord- ’ 
ing to Mr. Ould Dah, and 
foe discovery of the ring 
triggered the expulsion of 
Iraq's ambassador to 
Mauritania, Anwar 
Molad Bayan. 

Iraq denied the 
charges, saying Maurita- 
nia ‘foas been handsomely 
paid by those who want to 
destroy the relations be- 
tween Arab states and 
harm the reputation of 
Iraq.”* 

Observers said the case 
had provided Mauritania, 
one of the few countries 
to have supported Iraq in 
foe 1991 Gulf war, with an * 
opportunity to break with 
Baghdad and move closer 
to the Western camp. 




EREZ TALKS: Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat (left) and Israeli Prime Minister Shimon Peres leave a press 
‘conference at the Erez crossing point between Israel and the Gaza Strip after a round of talks Friday on the 
implementation of the Sept 28 autonomy agreement (APP photo) 


Peres 
to visit 


Morocco 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
will visit Morocco next week 
to brief King Hassan II on the 
Mideast peace talks, a Peres 
aide said Friday. 

The visit is part of a round 
of diplomatic contacts with 
Arab leaders Mr. Peres be- 
gan since taking over as 
prime minister last month in 
the wake of Yitzhak Rabin's 
assassination. 


Mr. Peres met earlier this 
week with King Hussein and 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak. He met with 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat on Friday. 

-“Because he has visited 
Amman and Cairo, and be- 
cause King Hassan is one of 
the architects of peace in the 
region, the prime minister 
sees it as appropriate to visit 
the king also, to brief him on 
the latest developments and 
to. discuss the fornix .of the 
peace process,” said Mr. 
Peres' spokeswoman, Aliza 
Goren. 


Mr. Peres leaves Saturday 
for the United States and Ms. 
Goren said he would meet 
with the Moroccan king after 
the U-S. trip, likely on 
Wednesday. 

Peace talks with Syria top 
foe agenda of Mr. Peres' 
talks with President Bill Clin- 
ton. 

Mr. Peres said Thursday he 
thought the gap between the 
Israeli and Syrian positions 
could be bridged. “We have 
overcome many obstacles in 
the past, and I very much 
hope that we shall find a way 
to overcome the obstacles in 
foe future,” Mr. Peres told 
reporters. 

Morocco and Israel have 
established low level liaison 
offices since Israel began 
peace talks in 1991 with the 
Palestinians, Syria, Lebanon 
and Jordan. 

Israeli leaders visited 
Morocco incognito several 
times before 1991. 

Mr. Peres and Mr. Rabin, 
who was assassinated by a 
right-wing religious Jew in 
Tel Aviv on Nov. 4, have 
both officially visited Moroc- 
co since 1991. 


New American curbs on Iran 
could backfire, diplomats say 


i n 


V 


TEHRAN (R) — A prop- 
osed toughning of American 
sanctions against Iran could 
backfire by deepening anti- 
Western sentiment here and 
upsetting key U.S. allies in 
Europe and Asia, diplomats 
and analysts said. 

New curbs on oil or gas- 
related business would slow 
Iran's economy but at the 
cost of reducing what little 
influence the west has over 
Tehran's foreign policy, they 
said. 

“It does not serve western 
intersts to isolate Iran," a 
senior diplomat said. “It is 
counterproductive to back 
this country into a corner." 

“It would be better to en- 
gage this country, talk to this 
country, while of course 
maintaining pressure on the 
issues like human rights, de- 
fence spending and so forth,” 
a diplomat said. 

“By backing them into a 
corner, you are weakening 
the hand of those who look 
for an opening to the interna- 
tional community and streng- 
thening foe hand of those 
who do not.’’’ 

The U.S. Congress is ex- 
pected shortly to debate a bill 
sponsored by Republican 
Senator Alfonse D 'Amato 
that would block non-U. S. 
companies that do oil or gas- 
related business with Iran 
from bidding on U.S. govern- 
ment contracts. 

European and Asian coun- 
tries had told the U.S. gov- 
ernment that Mr. D’ Amato's 
proposed secondary boycott 


could be seen as a violation of 
international trade agree- 
ments, diplomats said. 

Washington in June ban- 
ned trade and investment 
links between American 
companies and Iran in re- 
taliation for Iranian opposi- 
tion to the Middle East peace 
process and an alleged wide- 
spread Iranian threat to U.S. 
interests globally. 

The move caused a slump 
in the riyal that complicated 
Iran's efforts to settle its big 
foreign debt, slowed efforts 
to put the state-dominated 
economy on a more commer- 
cial footing and help up de- 
velopment of the major Sirri 
oilfield. 


pressure could erode domes- 
tic political support for Iran's 
government was misguided, 
the diplomats said. 


Iran dismissed foe move as 
an Israeli-influenced tactic by 
President Bill Clinton to gain 
foe support of the powerful 
Jewish lobby in the run-up to 
1996 presidential elections. 

It said the only losers were 
potential American business 
partners seeking lucrative 
contracts with the Gulfs 
number two oil exporter and 
the region’s largest consumer 
market. 


“Everyone wants to see 
this country move back into 
the international community. 
Iran S A strategically-placed 
country that is a gateway to 
Central Asia," a foreign 
businessman said. 


Although Iranians were 
disappointed with govern- 
ment economic mismanage- 
ment in the late 1980s, any 
thought that U.S. economic 


One indication of that sup- 
port came this week when 
Iranian leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei visited Qom, a re- 
ligious centre. 

Worried bodyguards had 
to fight off ecstatic followers 
who threw themselves in his 
motorcade's path as tens of 
thousands jammed the city 
centre to welcome him. 

Even allowing for the natu- 
ral excitement "of a leader's 
visit the demonstration was 
impressive, an Iranian 
analyst said. “It could never 
happen if this government 
was -unpopular," he said. 

Oil officials are confident a 
number of European and 
Asian contractors will con- 
tinue to work with Tehran. 

“Some of the companies 
have an aggressive manage- 
ment and they like to work 
under any conditions." De- 
puty Oil Minister Ahmad 
Rahgozar told Reuters. 

"Some of them worked 
with us for many years during 
the Iran-Iraq war in very bad 
conditions. Some of them 
(their employees) were killed 
in foe bombardments. They 
tolerated that because it was 
their interests that kept them 
here in Iran." 

“If they were working with 
us during the war. the Amer- 
ican sanctions of course mil 
not take them out now,” he 
added with a smile. 
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In Washington, Mr. Peres 
will address a joint session of 
Congress. 

The Israeli embassy con- 
firmed foe address and said 
the speech would most likely 
be Dec. 12. 


Path of Jesus’ last free walk recreated 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — The Bible says Jesus 
walked through the Kidron 
Valley in his last moments as 
a free man. Under an ambi- 
tious Israeli government con- 
struction project, tourists will 
now be able to retrace his 
footsteps. 

According to the Bible, 
Jesus walked through the val- 
ley from foe site of foe Last 
Supper to the Garden of 
Gethsemane on foe Mount of 
Olives, where he was bet- 
rayed to foe Romans by 
Judas and arrested. 

The East Jerusalem De- 
velopment Corporation, 
funded by the dty of Jeru- 
salem and the State of Israel, 
is bnilding a stone pathway 
through foe valley that will 
get tourists walk from the 
Old Gty to Churches in the 


Gethsemane area. . 

The area has a number of 
important religious sites, in- 
cluding foe traditional Tomb 
of Mary, mother of Jesus, 
and the site where the Bible 
says Jesus wept and predicted 
foe destruction of Jerusalem. 


and archaeologist, said the 
location seemed “very prob- 
able.” 


“The paths were covered 
with rubble for hundreds of 
years,” said Amnon Lorch, 
chairman of foe East Jeru- 
salem Development Cor- 
poration. 

Mr. Lorch said there was 
no archaeological evidence of 
Jesus’ walk, but that the path 
was “the only logical way” 
Jesus could have gone from 
foe Last Super to foe Mount 
of Olives, based on descrip- 
tions in the Bible. 


The path is part of a re- 
novation of*the entire area, 
including foe room where the 
Last Supper is traditionally 
believed to have been held. 

Mr. Lorch said tourism 
officials hope foe new acces- 
sibility will relieve crowding 
at the more popular sites such 
as the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre, traditional site of 
the crucifixion of Jesus. 





Father Jerome Murphy 
O’Connor, a Biblical scholar 


“By foe year 2,000, we^ V.- .J- 
expected it to be used by*—- , 

hundreds of thousands of !-~l. * 
people per year,” he said. 7 ‘ ; 
"About a million people a 
year go to Gethsemane. I 
believe a very serious percen- . r 
tage are going to use this 
path.” V. 
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drop significantly with rainfall in 
difrercm parts of the Kingdom. In 
Aqaba, winds will be northerly 
moderate and seas calm. 
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Min./Max. temp. 

Amman 4/ 13 

Aqaba 10 1 21 
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WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Depun- 
ment of Meteorology. 
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chance for scattered showers and 
winds westerly moderate. On Sun- 
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2WS Amsterdam (KL1 

01:15.... London. Damascus iBAl 


HVAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 


Dtp- Amman ... 8:00 a.m. every Monday 
Arr. Damascus 5:00 p.m. every Monday 
Dtp- Damascus 7Jfla.m. every Sunday 
Air. Ananas .... 5:00 p.m. every Sunday 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alin In- 
ternational Airport Td. (08)53200- 
S. when it should always be veri- 
fied. 
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market prices 
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.. 200 120 


2US 


Eggplant 

. 170/120 
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23:25 Cairo (MS) 
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Grape Fruit 230/150 

Lemon 220/150 

Marrow (large) 180 / 120 

Marrow (small) 280/200 

Olives : 650*500 

Onion (green) 220/150 

Onion (dry) 240/ 160 

Orange 540/400 

Pepper (hot) 200/150 

Pcppcr(swea) 200/150 

Potato 290 / 200 

Radish 140/80 

Spinach 130/80 

Siring Beans 600 / 500 

Tangerine 30Q/200 

Tomato 290/180 
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t | • 1 KING NAMES BABY: His Majesty King Hussein Thursday names the baby 

i M».? i^C] r . boy born this week to Prince Min’d Ben Ra’ad and Princess Dina Miri’d at a spe- 
" * ' : UlA ^ cial ceremony held at the Royal Court in the presence of the King’s advisor and 

Chief Islamic Justice Sheikh fzzeddin AJ Khatib AJ Ta mim i. King Hussein named 
the new-born baby Rakan . The ceremony was attended by HRH Crown Prince 
: Hassan, Chief Chamberlain Prince Ra’ad Ben Zeid, HRH Prince Faisal, Prime 
'■ Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, other members of the Roya! family and guests 
' (Photo by Crystal) 

Women’s union to reduce domestic 
consumption to fight price hikes 


By Lola Keilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

.. AMMAN — Jordanian 
. women have picked tip a 
call from the Consumer 
. Protection Society (CPS) to 
reduce domestic consump- 
■ tion as part of an effort to 
fight the rise in prices of 
products on the market. 

The call was bunched on 
Wednesday by Mohammed 
Obeidat, president of the 
CPS and was welcomed by 
the Jordanian Women’s 
Union (JWU) which imme- 

- cBately fanned a committee 
_ : to address^ price issues and 

lake effective measures in 
fighting price hikes. 

"Jordanian women should 
first start by boycotting 
‘convenience products’ 
. such as coffee, tea and eggs 
. for one week ” said Dr. 
Obeidat 

He stressed that 60 per 
cent of the responsibility of 
the rise in prices falls 
directly on the consumer 
... who does not look for alter- 

- natives when the price is 
___ high. 

Women who attended the 
rwii seminar entitled “The Role 
iWsIA It '-' t of Jordanian Women in 


Fighting the Rise of Living 
Costs,” held at the JWU. 
responded positively to the 
idea, but argued that the 
boycott of certain food- 
stuffs. the prices of which 
are continuously on the 
rise, such as eggs, meat and 
yoghurt, could adversely 
affect the nutritional health 
of children. 

They also said that certain 
products which include 
hygienic paper and gasoline 
would be too difficult to 
boycott. 

A CPS study, which will 
be published next month, 
shows that during the past 
year the prices of 103 kinds 
of basic needs products 
under the control of the 
Ministry of Supply have 
risen by up to 60 per cent. 

“The prices of some of 
these products have risen 
three times during the past 
year,” Dr. Obeidat said. 

He added that prices will 
continue to increase 
because future government 
plans show that the Min- 
istry of Supply will eventu- 
ally be dissolved to allow 
the country to have ao open 
market economy. 

“The CPS is not against 


the floatation of prices as 
long as basic food prices 
for low-income families do 
not increase.” Dl Obeidat 
said. 

An earlier CPS study 
showed that the basic foods 
which Jordanian families 
rely on are tomatoes, pota- 
toes, onion, garlic, sugar, 
tea, rice, milk and bread. 

The JWU formed a com- 
mittee at the end of the 
seminar to set up a working 
agenda to fight the hike in 
the prices. 

"As a women’s- move- 
ment, we will call on all 
unions and non-govern- 
mental organisations in Jor- 
dan to form a policy for the 
boycott of certain basic 
foods with the provision of 
alternatives for the boy- 
coned products,” said 
Najwa Masri, a member of 
the newly formed commit- 
tee. 

The boycott period for 
each item would last one 
week, she a dde d. 

JWU has 10 centres and 
eight branches located in 
the different governorates 
of Jordan. 


Lebanese products fair opens today 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister 
of Industry and Trade Ali 
Abul Ragheb and Lebanese 
Ambassador to Jordan 
William Habib will today 
inaugurate an eight-day fair 
of Lebanese products at the 
Philadelphia Hotel. 

The fair was organised by 
the Lebanese Industrialists 
and the Beirut Chamber of 
Commerce in implementa- 
tion of an economic and 
trade agreement signed by 
Jordan and Lebanon in 
1992, according to the min- 


istry. 

The fair, in which 41 
major Lebanese companies 
are participating, will dis- 
play clothes, leather prod- 
ucts, suitcases, cosmetics, 
gifts and ornaments as well 
as household items. 

According to Mr. Habib, 
Jordan will organise an 
industrial fair in Beirut in 
March next year to display 
its own products. 

He said industrialists 
from Jordan recently 
increased their contacts 


with their Lebanese coun- 
terparts and it is hoped that 
the coming year will wit- 
ness an increase in bilateral 
activities between the two 
countries. 

In Aug. 1995, Lebanese 
Minister of Agriculture 
Shawqi Fakhouri signed an 
agricultural agreement with 
the Kingdom opening up 
opportunities of exchange 
in agricultural products 
between both countries. 


CONCERT 

* Concert by the orchestra of the 
National Music Conservatory at 
the Royal Cultural Centre at 8.00 
p.m. 


SEMINAR 

* Seminar on the- artistic experi- 
ence of Ismail Shammout by 
Abdul Raouf Sham'oun (accompa- 
nied by a slide show) at Darat A1 
Funun, Jabal Weibdeh at 6.00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Bawadfs "Season Of Joy" exhibi- 
tion, a collection of rugs and 
ceramics, at the National Ceramics 
Centre, Khalda from 9.00 a.m. to 
7.30 p.m. Tel. 825241, 834688. 
(Until Dec.12) 


raphy of an Eye at Darat A1 
Funun, Jabal Weibdeh. (Until Jan. 
4). 

* Paintings by a German artist 
group at the Orthodox dub. 


Abdoun. 

* Photography exhibition "Biblical 
Itineraries at the French Cultural 
Centre. (Until Dec. 30). 


CHRISTMAS SALE 

* Gifts and crafts by Suha Lallas 
Kassisieh (indudes Christmas 
items, table mats, baskets, wall- 
hangings, candle-holders and 
side^amps) at the Jordan Design 
and Trade Centre of the Noor Al 
Hussein Foundation, oft Wadi 
Saqra Street (until Dec. 31). 


5-year health programme soon to 
enter sustainable phase, says U.N. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN - Jordan has 
done fairly well in imple- 
menting a five-year health 
programme in coordination 
with the United Nations 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 
and the Kingdom should be 
moving soon into the phase 
of. budding more capacity 
and systems to sustain what 
has been accomplished. 

This was one of the key 
finding s of a review made 
by UNICEF and Jordanian 
officials and experts gath- 
ered on Thursday for a 
“mid-term review” of the 
1993-97 programme. 

Dealt with at length dur- 
ing the one-day event were 
the actual changes in health 
and education facilities in 
the Kingdom, positive 
achievements, problems 
encountered and suggested 
solutions. 

One of the main points 
stressed during discussions 
was that it was time for 
many programmes directly 


ran by UNICEF to be shift- 
ed to the responsibility of 
the Ministry of Health and 
the Ministry of Education 
since the programmes have 
taken strong roots and are 
now setf-sus tamable. 

Dorrit AJopaeus-Stahl, 
UNICEF area respresenta- 
tive for Jordan, noted that 
from the outset all aspects 
of the country programme 
were open to “healthy, con- 
structive criticism” and told 
the gathering: “I strongly 
believe that we have made, 
real and considerable gains 
in terms of clarity and a bet- 
ter platform for forward 
planning in being so trans- 
parent” 

“I do think that the... pro- 
gramme has done a very 
good job overall in the past, 
and in the future we’ll be 
able to be even more 
focused, more strategic in 
our planning and pro- 
gramme implementation,” 
added Ms. AJopaeus-Stahl, 
who took office in Jordan 
only a few weeks ago. 

Ms. Alopae us -Stahl paid 


‘Incentives for low-cost 
housing projects could 
attract investors’ 


By Lola Keilani 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN - The private 
sector will be willing to 
invest in low-income hous- 
ing and produce better 
quality apartments at lower 
costs provided the govern- 
ment offers this sector the 
same privileges as the 
Housing and Urban Devel- 
opment- • Department 
(HUDD) such as exemp- 
tion from taxes and finance 
guarantees. 

At a three-day workshop, 
entitled “The Evaluation of 
the Housing Sector" organ- 
ised by HUDD, participants 
from the private sector, 
which contributes 88 per 
cent of the investment in 
the housing sector, said that 
their legitimate demands 
and recommendations 
could contribute to solving 
the high demand for low- 
income bousing in the 
Kingdom. 

They saw the HUDD, the 
organiser of the workshop, 
as not being responsible for 
the decision-making 

process in the country, and 
therefore unable to change 
the laws concerning 
finance or the division of 
land units and that it has not 
developed an implementa- 
tion mechanism. 

“The decision could only 
be taken through the Cabi- 
net,” said Fawaz Hassan, 
an investor. 

He added that it would be 
cheaper for investors and 
for the buyer to build in tbe 
suburbs, but in these areas 
the division of land begins 
at a minimum of 10 
dunums, which he stressed 
is too large a unit to invest 
in. 

The 1994 Population and 
Dwelling census showed 
that 150,000 apartments are 
vacant in Jordan, not 
because there was no 


demand, but because the 
rents were too high. 

The same study showed 
that an average house costs 
six times more than the 
annual income of a Jordan- 
ian family. 

“In the next 20 years tbe 
will be for low- 
income bousing. As a pri- 
vate sector, we look for 
profit and incentives, but 
we are willing to lose five 
per cent of. the. profit to 
invest in low-income bous- 
ing projects if we obtain tbe 
same privileges as HUDD," 
Mo hamma d Keilani, presi- 
dent of the Jordanian 
Investors Society, told the 
Jordan Times. 

The government guaran- 
tees HUDD’s loans, 
exempts the institution 
from income and property 
transfer taxes and gives it 
special building quotas 
which include division of 
land into smaller units. 

Fayrouz Massnd, director 
of the Regional Planning 
Department at the Munici- 
pality of Greater Amman, 
said that tbe current organi- 
sation of Amman ; the num- 
ber of floors limited to each 
area, the zoning space and 
tbe size of the bouses 
affects the accommodating 
capacity of the city. 

This technique of organi- 
sation, said Mr. Massud, 
has created a high demand 
for houses in eastern 
Amman because the small 
spaces are affordable and 
there is low demand for 
bousing in the west of tbe 
city, which, he added, is 
full of empty apartments. 

The solution to tbe prob- 
lem, according to Mr. Mas- 
sud, “is a master plan for 
land use in tbe Kingdom, 
where people from east 
Amman can afford to live 
in the western part of the 
city.” 



Touq to chair training meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Administrative Devel- 
opment Muhieddin Touq will chair a meeting for the 
Institute of Public Administration's (IPA) board of direc- 
tors on Sunday. During the meeting they will discuss the 
IPA’s training project for 1996. IPA Director General 
Shihadeh Abu Baqar said the project will be circulated to 
all government ministries and departments before the 
end of this year for their input to the training pro- 
grammes. 

Agricultural exports up 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan’s Agricultural Marketing 
Corporation (AMC) last month exported JD 5,721,000 
wonh of vegetables to Arab and foreign markets, accord- 
ing to AMC sources. Among the major importers of the 
Jordanian agricultural exports were the United Arab 
Emirates with 40.6 per cent of the total Jordanian 
exports, followed by Saudi Arabia with 25.9 per cent, 
Bahrain 20 per cent, Qatar 9.5 per cent, Lebanon 2.8 per 
cent, and Oman 2 per cent. Sources said expons of veg- 
etables for Nov. 1995 represented an increase of 8,249 
tonnes over last year's exports during the same month. 


tribute to Jordanian govern- 
ment organisations 

involved in the implemen- 
tation of the programme 
and noted that some of tbe 
features of the Kingdom 
had undergone serious 
changes since the pro- 
gramme was launched. 

The changes included the 
more than 10 per cent 
increase in tbe population 
(as a result of the return of 
expatriates following the 
Gulf crisis), additional 
commitments made at the 
International Conference 
on Population and Devel- 
opment, the Social Summit 
and the World Conference 
on Woman, developments 
in the Middle East peace 
process, and the Middle 
East and North Africa eco- 
nomic summit which 
“added to the regional pro- 
file of Jordan.” 

“Nationally, the work on 
women and children has 
accelerated with the Royal 
Decree on the National 
Task Force for Children as 
well as the prominent role 


played by tbe national 
machinery for women in 
the preparations and fol- 
low-up of the Beijing 
(women's) conference,” she 
said, adding: “In the chal- 
lenging work for disabled 
persons, especially children 
and youth, Jordanian exam- 
ples are encouraging, 
indeed.” 

Noting the progress made 
in the various projects 
launched as part of the 
country programme in Jor- 
dan, the UNICEF official 
said: “In the changed polit- 
ical and economic environ- 
ment in Jordan at present, a 
gradual decrease of empha- 
sis on supplies services 
towards more of capacity 
and systems building may 
be necessary to allow us to 
go from the accomplished 
survival phase into one of 
sustainable development 
while further identifying 
high-risk population groups 
and areas.” 

The 1993-97 Jordan 
country programme sets out 
three major objectives — 


reducing infant mortality 
rates from 37 to 25 and 
under-five mortality rate 
from 47 to 35; reducing 
maternal mortality (preg- 
nancy — or delivery-related 
death) rate from an estimat- 
ed 40 to 25, and imparting 
basic life skills for all Jor- 
danians for healthy living 
and becoming full contribu- 
tors to the community. 

Jordan achieved the first 
goal in 1995, but work 
remains to be done to reach 
other objectives, said Mr. 
Alopaeus-Stahl. “We know 
that goals are reachable, but 
we must find tbe right ways 
and means of doing it and 
then maintaining the high 
standards.” 

While there are con- 
straints on funding, this 
should not be an impedi- 
ment in going ahead, she 
said, emphasising that “it is 
never only money that 
counts in sustainable devel- 
opment. It needs to be 
boosted by creativity and 
cost efficiency.” 


Light earthquake hits Aqaba 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Aqaba resi- 
dents were awakened Fri- 
day by a light earthquake 
measuring 4.S on the 
Richter scale, causing no 
casualties or damages, offi- 
cial sources said. 

“We were frightened 
early Friday morning by the 
quake that shook our bouse 
and woke us up,” Amira 
Hussein, an Aqaoa resident 
said. 

“My husband and I and 
my children took shelter in 
a comer of our house and 
stood there until the quake 
was over,” she added. 

I -ilce many Aqaba resi- 
dents, Mrs. Hussein said 
she was overwhelmed by 
tbe 6:15 a.m. earthquake 
“especially that we were 


informed by officials and 
the television that the series 
of earthqua kes and tremors 
and their effects will 
decrease gradually, but 
instead we were struck with 
a new tremor,” said Mrs 
Hussein. 

A similar earthquake jolt- 
ed the Gulf of Aqaba two 
days ago during tbe day but 
was not felt by Aqaba resi- 
dents. said Mohammad 
Dawoud Fandi, a geophysi- 
cist at the . Natural 
Resources Authority 
(NRA). “But this one (Fri- 
day’s) was felt because it 
was quiet and everybody 
was sleeping.” 

Mr. Fandi said that tbe 
r^hquake was an after- 
shock of the powerful 
earthquake which struck 
the area on Nov. 22, and ‘It 
is normal to have such 


aftershocks.” 

He told the Jordan Times 
Friday that quake activities 
have decreased and would 
become steadily weaker. 

“The Earth’s crust is 
becoming stable, and it 
might take two to four 
weeks before tbe series of 
tremors wiH come to an 
end,” Mr. Fandi said. 

According to Ml Fandi, 
the earthqauke, which was 
centred 100 kilometres 
from Aqaba, occurred in the 
same place- as tbe Nov. 22 
incident at the same time, - 
6:15 a.m. 

The November occur- 
rence measured 6.2 on the 
Richter scale. 

In Jordan, one .person 
died of a heart attack, and 
19 people were injured. 


Education seminar to look into 
ways to develop human resources 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Ministry of Education will 
Sunday take part in a three- 
day regional meeting on 
education present a com- 
prehensive working paper 
on teacher training and tbe 
status of education in both 
private and public schools 
in Jordan, according to an 
announcement Friday. 

The ministry statement 
said the paper deals with 
enrolment and drop-out 
rates, distribution of stu- 
dents in schools, training of 
teachers, and tbe rate of 
illiteracy. 

Organised by tbe regional 


office of the United Nations 
Educational Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation 

(UNESCO) the meeting, 
held under the title ‘Educa- 
tional indicators for human _ 
resource development in 
Arab countries” is to be 
attended by delegates from 
17 Arab countries. 

The ministry said the 
meeting hopes to promote 
technical cooperation 
among education ministries 
and research institutes. 

The meeting, which will 
be opened by Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of 
Education Abdul Raouf 


Rawabdeb, is expected to 
arrive at specific criteria 
concerning human resource 
development at tbe educa- 
tional level in tbe Arab 
countries, the ministry 
added. 

The ministry said dele- 
gates from Jordan, the 
United Arab Emirates, 
Bahrain, Algeria, Sudan, 
Syria, Egypt, Iraq, Oman, 
Palestine, Kuwait, Qatar, 
Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, 
Mauritania and Yemen are 
also expected to draw up 
the broadlines of a booklet 
dealing with educational 
development in (he region. 


Ministry prepares for Arbor Day 


AMMAN (Petra) — Millions of tree 
saplings at the nurseries of tbe Ministry of 
Agriculture are ready for plantation on 
Arbor Day, which falls in the middle of 
next month, according to Ministry Secre- 
tary General Ghaleb Abu Orabi Friday. 

The main tree-planting celebration is 
expected to take place at the newly-opened 
Hasbemieh University in Zarqa where 
thousands of trees will be planted on the 
occasion, Mr Abu Orabi said. 

He said tbe ministry is in contact with 
governors of various regions to organise 
celebrations in their respective areas as 
well. 

Mr. Abu Orabi said departments of agri- 
culture will be distributing fruit and forest 
trees to organisations, individuals and 
farmers. 

The ministry's nurseries have together 


produced 7.5 million saplings this year and 
no less than four milli on of them will be 
planted in the current agricultural season, 
be added. 

The ministry is also preparing to plant at 
least one million fruit trees in the Yarmouk 
River basin in northern Jordan on 1,000 
dunums of land, he said. 

The Ministry is currently implementing a 
programme for developing pasture lands 
with a view to increasing the country's live- 
stock. 

Jordan produces only 35 per cent of local 
requirements of red meat and the balance is 
made up through imports. 

According to the secretary-general, Jor- 
dan has reached self-sufficiency in poultry 
needs while the country’s production of 
table eggs has been in surplus for several 
years. 


Sahab man dies at 130 


Amman (J.T.) — A 130-year-old man died 
in Sahab Thursday leaving behind 20 sons 
and daughters, the youngest of whom is 
25 years old, and som&300 grandsons and 
daughters, according to a report in Al Rai 
Arabic daily. 

Tbe late Haj Mohammad Ibrahim 
Tahrawi was bom in Jordan in 1865 and 
married three times. 


He manied his third wife at the age of 
SO. 

He was a veteran of the Great Arab 
Revolt, led by Sharif Hussein Ben Ali. 

Haj Mohammad has never used eye- 
glasses nor hearing aids, his family said. 

He was interviewed several tinra by 
Jordan Television and other local and 

Arab newspapers. 





4 World News 

‘Special status’ for Chechenya 
not enough to satisfy rebels 
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MOSCOW (AJFP) — 
Russia and the pro-Moscow 
Chechen authorities signed 
an accord here Friday con- 
firming a “special status” 
for Chechenya within the 
Russian Federation which 
fell short of separatists' 
demands for independence. 

The four-page accord was 
signed by Russian Prime 
Minister " Viktor 

Chernomyrdin, the head of 
the pro-Russian Chechen 
Administration Doku 
Zavgayev and President 
Boris Yeltsin’s special rep- 
resentative in Chechenya. 
Oleg Lobov. 

It recognised “the need for 
a special status for the 
Chechen Republic within 
the Russian Federation.” 

Mr. Zavgayev said the 
accord, “on the fundamental 
principles of relations 
between the Russian 
Federation and the Chechen 
Republic,” gave Chechenya 
relative autonomy in eco- 
nomic and cultural matters 
and was a step towards a 
full power-sharing treaty. 

He said such a treaty 
would be signed once a 
Chechen parliament was 
elected and a constitution 
adopted, Interfax News 
Agency reported. 

Mr. Zavgayev is one of 
four candidates in Chechen 
leadership elections set for 
Dec. 17, which have been 
condemned by separatists 
loyal to independence 
leader Dzhokhar Dudayev. 


Elections to the Russian 
State Duma are due to be 
held the same day in 
Chechenya. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin said 
the accord was similar to 
previous agreements 
between the federal authori- 
ties and 12 other subjects of 
the federation, which grant 
them varying degrees of 
autonomy from Moscow. 
Russia has 89 subject 
regions and republics. 

The accord stressed both 
“the universally recognised 
peoples’ rights to self-deter- 
mination” and “the preser- 
vation of (Russian) territori- 
al integrity and economic 
space.” 

Chechens in the Caucasus 
republic’s war-ravaged cap- 
ital Grozny Friday immedi- 
ately denounced the accord, 
saying it had no legitimate 
basis. 

“Any agreements or 
treaties should be signed 
only after public discus- 
sion,” said Imran 
Dokhshokayev, a 

spokesman for former 
Russian parliament speaker 
Ruslan Khasbulatov, who is 
Mr. Zavgayev’s main oppo- 
nent in the Dec. 17 elec- 
tions. 

“There is no basis for 
recognising such a docu- 
ment Doku Zavgayev ... 
has no legitimate authority 
to sign a document on foe. 
official status of the repub- 
lic,” Mr. Dokhshukayev ' 
said. 


Mr. Khasbulatov has pro- 
posed his own draft for a 
treaty that calls for dual cit- 
izenship and does not refer 
to Chechenya as a “subject 
of the Russian Federation” 
— a term that Moscow has 
insisted on in all negotia- 
tions with Chechen sepa- 
ratists. 

Bella Abdurakhmanova, 
56, a Dudayev supporter, 
told AFP: “We have our 
own president, Dudayev, 
and our own constitution,” 
and the new accord “doesn't 
change a thing.” 

Under the accord, 
Chechenya is allowed to 
“take part in international 
relations” and develop for- 
eign economic ties. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin said it 
was fully in line with the 
Russian constitution. 

However, the business 
daily Kommersant said 
Friday the constitution 
“does not refer to any spe- 
cial status,” and “to reach 
such a compromise with 
Chechenya, either the con- 
stitution must be changed or 
a corresponding law must 
be adopted” 

Alexander Golts, an 
observer with the Russian 
Armed Forces daily 
Krasnaya Zvezda, told AFP 
the accord was aimed at 
“bringing Chechenya within 
a legal frame work.” 

But Stanislav Govoru- 
khin, head of the Duma 
commission investigating 
the origins of the 


Chechenya war, told 
Moscow Echo radio the 
accord “goes again*: 
Russia’s interests ... legit- 
imising the criminal hole 
through which money and 
oil will disappear.” 

Between 30,000 and 
50.000 people are estimated 
to have died in six months 
of bitter fighting between 
December last year, when 
Russian forces marched in 
to put down Mr. Dudayev’s 
three-year-old indepen- 
dence drive, and a shaky 
ceasefire agreed on in late 
June. 

Several of Ml Dudayev's 
field commanders have 
threatened to use violence 
to disrupt the Dec. 17 elec- 
tions. 

Ml Khasbulatov has also 
called the polls premature 
and charged they are likely 
to be rigged in favour of Ml 
Zavgayev, the former 
speaker of the soviet-era 
Cbecbeo-lngush parlia- 
ment 

A car bomb near Mr. 
Zavgayev’s government 
building Monday killed at 
least 11 people and wound- 
ed 60. 

The Organisation for 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE), which has 
mediated in the peace nego- 
tiations, said it would not 
attempt to observe the elec- 
tions because of safety con- 
cerns. 


Poll: Americans favour peacekeeping 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
While congressional leaders 
in both parties assume the 
American public adaman tly 
opposes the United Nations, 
a new opinion poll showed 
strong support for the world 
body, including peacekeep- 
ing ventures. 

The poll by_the Whthlin 
Group for the United 
Nations Association of the 
United States gave the U.N. 
an overall positive perfor- 
mance rating of 54 per cent 
compared to 45 per cent in 
1992. Women and blacks 
were among the U.N.’s 
strongest supporters. 

“The survey shows that 
the American public is 
remarkably upbeat about 
the importance of the 
United Nations and even 
more surprisingly about its 
recent performance,” said 
Jeffrey Laurenti, executive 
director of the association, a 
private group that supports 
the United Nations. 

Even U.S. participation in 
peacekeeping ranked 50 per 
cent for intervention in 
Bosnia compared to 17 pec 
cent for joining NATO if it 
were to “enforce” the peace 
and 25 per cent against 
organised international 
presence abroad. 

But 41 per cent chose a 
NATO enforcement opera- 


tion in Bosnia as the second 
best option to U_N. peace- 
keeping. In answer to 
another question, the poll 
showed 70 per cent in 
favour of U.S. troops partic- 
ipating in U.N. peacekee- 
ping. 

On payment of the U.S. 
debt to tiie United Nations, 
the poll found 2-1 agreeing 
that the United States 
should pay its dues to the 
United Nations. 

Washington now owes $1-2 
billion few dues and peace- 
keeping ventures. 

Asked how they would 
vote if a member of 
Congress opposed paying 
U.S. dues to the United 
Nations, some 30 per cent 
of those polled, most of 
them younger voters, said it 
would affect their vote 
while 46 per cent said it 
would make no difference 
in re-electing the legislator. 

But there was less support 
for spending more money 
on the United Nations, with 
37 per cent saying the 
United States was spending 
about the right amount and 
37 per- cent Saying it should 
spend more. 

Asked specifically about 
which U.N. Projects they 
supported most, die survey 
showed backing few stop- 
ping disease, controlling 


narcotics, protecting the 
environment and increasing 
food production and popu- 
lation control. 

But development aid to 
poor countries and promo- 
tion of democracy pro- 
grammes were not very 
popular. .VI 
A plurality of ’ the respon- 
dents, 30 per cent, approved 
of the job Secretary- 
General Boutros Gbali was 
doing compared to 22 per 
cent wbo did not and nearly 
half who had no opinion. 

But a resounding 71 per 
cent said they would oppose 
any legislation for the 
United States to withdraw 
completely from the United 
Nations, while 22 per cent 
were in favour and seven 
per cent had no opinion. 

“These findings suggest 
that America’s political 
leaders need not be timid 
about supporting the United 
Nations,” said John 
Whitehead, chairman of 
UN-USA. 

“It is the politicians who 
have been riding anti-U.N. 
bandwagons who may find 
themselves in for a jolt.” 
The survey conducted last 
weekend included a tele- 
phone poll of 1.007 people 
from all regions and bad a 3 
per cent margin of error. 


Galileo orbits Jupiter for 1st full day 


PASADENA. Calif. (R) — 
The Galileo spacecraft 
orbited Jupiter Friday in the 
first full day of a two-year 
voyage around the giant gas 
planet following one of the 
most successful days in 
unmanned space explo- 
ration. 

A probe launched by 
Galileo bade in July unerr- 
ingly entered Jupiter's 
atmosphere Thursday on an 
epic journey to die begin- 
ning of time. 

Then Galileo’s rockets 
fired on time and cut off at 
the correct moment, putting 
it in a near-perfect orbit 
around Jupiter. 

“We are not only in orbit, 
we are in a very good 
orbit,” a jubilant project 
manager William O’Neil 
said. 

Scientists are eagerly 
waiting for Galileo to trans- 
mit the infonnation gleaned 
by the probe on its journey 
into the Jovian atmosphere 
— information they hope 
will give them an insight 
into how the universe was 
formed. 

Jupiter has undergone 
fewer changes than any 
other planet in the solar sys- 
tem, sdentists say. 

Although scientists have 
no confirmation that the 
probe transmitted data to 
Galileo, they do know that 


the spacecraft’s antenna 
locked on to the probe’s 
transmitter. 

“If we get this far, I have 
no doubt we will get the 
whole lot,” said project sci- 
entist Richard Yonng. 

Scientists expect to 
receive the first 43 minutes 
of data from the probe 
between Sunday and 
Wednesday. Galileo will 
start transmitting pictures in 
late spring or early summer. 

“Is this a great day or 
what?” National 

Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA) 
Administrator Daniel 
Golden asked the Galileo 
team from the Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory in 
Pasedena. 

“I am so proud of this 
NASA team,” he said.- 
“They stuck with it They 
had all sorts of problems to 
deal with and they never 
gave up.” 

Mr. Golden said he would 
sleep “very well” after a day 
of spectacular triumphs. “I 
tried to be calm all day but 
it was very difficult,” be 
added. 

Mr. O'Neil, who has 
nursed Galileo like a baby 
on its 23-billion-mile (3.7- 
billion-kilometre) journey 
to Jupiter, said. “It's been a 
perfect day, but one that 
was very bard-earned.” 


The announcement that 
Galileo bad gone into orbit 
came at 9:08. p.m. est 
Thursday (0208 GMT 
Friday), with the announce- 
ment that the spacecraft bad 
completed its planned 49- 
minute engine bum. 

Galileo, named after the 
Italian astronomer who dis- 
covered Jupiter's four 
largest moons in 1610, will 
orbit Jupiter for two years 
and have close encounters 
with three of the planet's 16 
moons — Ganymede, 
Callisto and Europa. 

After two years, it will be 
unable to sustain its orbit 
and trill fall into Jupiter's 
atmosphere and burn up. 

The Galileo Control 
Room burst into clapping 
and cheering when the day’s 
first success, that of the 
probe, was announced with 
the words “we got it,” at 
6:12 p_m. est (2312 GMT), 
confirming that Galileo had 
linked up with the space 
probe as it entered the 
Jovian atmosphere. 

When Galileo fired its 
engines for a 49-second 
bum. it signalled an end to 
its 75-minute contact with 
the probe. 

The spacecraft was 
launched from the space 
shuttle Atlantis on Oct. 18. 
1989. 


U.N., U.S. 
blasted for 
rights 

performance 

WASHINGTON (R) — 
The United Nations, its 
secretary general, its high 
commissioner for human 
rights and the United States 
are among those faulted for 
human rights failures in 
1995 by a prominent 
activist group. 

Human Rights Watch, in 
its annual report, leveled 
scathing criticism on U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali, charging he has 
“grievously failed to 
uphold” long-standing 
U.N. vows to promote 
human rights and funda- 
mental freedoms. 

It gave the United States 
credit for ensuring war 
criminals were not granted 
amnesty as part of the 
Bosnia peace accord ini- 
tialed in Dayton, Ohio, last 
month. 

But Washington was 
faulted for undermining 
establishment of a perma- 
nent international criminal 
court and, along with other 
Western governments, for 
devaluing human rights in 
poisuit of trade and invest- 
ment with repressive 
regimes. 

The United Nations 
decried the report as “irre- 
sponsible,” while the State 
Department asserted the 
United States has nothing 
to feel ashamed about 
because “it is the one coun- 
try in the world that is the 
absolute champion of 
human rights.” 

The report, more than 
300 pages long, said the 
past year had proved “the 
market is not an automatic 
guarantor of human 
rights,” as U.S. and other 
leaders assert 

China especially “proved 
the utter bankruptcy of that 
belief” Human Rights 
Watch Executive Director 
Ken Roth said. 

Since President Bill 
Clinton delinked trade ben- 
efits and China’s human 
rights, Beijing’s record has 
deteriorated, arresting dis- 
sidents and cutting off a 
regular dialogue with 
Washington, among other 
things, he told a news con- 
ference. 

The group also found that 
while the major powers 
shirked their duties to pro- 
mote human rights 
throughout most of this 
decade, the public has 
“increasingly shown itself 
troubled by this abdication 
of the human rights cause.” 



Local residents and onlookers watch the rescue works at a passenger plane’s wreck 
near Nakhichevan city, Azerbaijan. The plane crashed in the Azeri enclave of 
Nakhichevan, between Ttarkey and Armenia, killing 51 passengers and injuring sev- 
eral others (AJFP photo) 

Search resumes for Russian 
plane with 100 people aboard 


MOSCOW (R) — Helicop- 
ters, fixed-wing aircraft and 
ships combined at first light 
Friday in an increasingly 
desperate search for a 
Russian airliner that disap- 
peared early Thursday with 
almost 100 people on board. 

“We were given the task 
to find the plane today ” a 
Far Eastern official of the 
Emergencies Ministry told 
Russian Television. 

He said eight helicopters 
from his ministry and the 
Pacific Fleet, backed by 
military and rescue and 
fishing ships, were taking 
part in the land and sea 
search in Russia’s Far East 

Most reports said there 
were 89 passengers and 
eight crew aboard the three- 
engined 154-seat TU-154 
airliner, which was operated 
by Khabarovsk Airlines, a 
splinter operation created 
when the domestic side of 
Aeroflot was broken up. 

Interfax News _ Agency 
said Thursday that the. air- 
liner bad probably ; gone 
down on land somewhere 
along the shore of the Tartar 
Strait, although other 

reports suggested it might 
have plunged into the Sea of 
Japan. 

Heavy snow and poor vis- 
ibility have hampered 

search efforts and officials 
held out little hope of find- 
ing survivors. 

“I cannot imagine that the 


passengers or crew had any 
chance,” Moscow-based 
Russian Air Traffic Control 
chief Dmitry Polkanov said 
Thursday. “According to 
our infonnation from 
Khabarovsk, I can confirm 
that die plane has crashed-” 

Russia’s independent 
NTV television said all pas- 
sengers and crew members 
aboard the TU-154 airliner 
were killed but there was no 
independent confirmation. 

The aircraft took off from 
Sakhalin Island Wednesday 
bound for the city of 
Khabarovsk, an hour away 
on the Russian mainland, 
and vanished from radar 
screens soon afterwards in 
freezing conditions. 
Khabarovsk is seven time 
zones and 9.000 kilometres 
east of Moscow. 

Interfax and TASS news 
agencies quoted officials as 
saying the TU-154 bad been 
in service since 1976 and 
had flown more than 30,000 
hours. 

Interfax said that, unlike 
more modern aircraft, the 
airliner did not have an 
automatic radio unit that 
would transmit its position. 
This made the search more 
difficult. 

Interfax said residents of 
the Tartar Strait coastal area 
told the local emergencies 
centre in Khabarovsk that 
they heard a roar of jet 
engines early Thursday. 


The Khabarovsk official 
said the search would 
resume at first ligbL “We 
will start the search again 
early Friday morning, what- 
ever the weather.” he said 
by phone. “But we have not 
been able to locate any trace 
of the crashed plane today.” 

The disappearance of foe 
plane, days after two fatal 
crashes in foe 
Trans Caucasus Republic of 
Azerbaijan, has revived 
concern about air safety in 
the former Soviet Union. 

“In 1988-1994 the air 
safety situation has wors- 
ened.” said Alexander 
Neradko. who heads a 
department which investi- 
gates .air accidents in 
Russia. 

“If we look at the notori- 
ous (year of) 1994, the level 
of air safety in Russia was 
about 2.5 times lower than 
an average safety level in 
the International Civil 
Aviation Organisation,” he 
told NTV television. 

A total of 302 people died 
in air crashes in Russia in 
1994, up from 222 "the pre- 
vious year. 

A total of 49 people were 
killed and 33 injured 
Tuesday when a twin- 
engined TU-134 crashed 
shortly after take-off from 
Azerbaijan’s Nakhichevan 
enclave. A government 
commission said the 
engines had probably failed. 


Police storm Munich bank , free hostages 


MUNICH, Germany (R) — 
German commandos Thurs- 
day stormed a Munich bank 
where an armed man was 
holding three people 
hostage and freed all the 
captives unharmed, police 
said. 

The six-hour drama began 
in the late afternoon, when 
the man entered the city 
centre bank and grabbed 
three customers and two 
employees. He demanded a 
ransom of four million 
marks ($2.8 million) for 
their release. 


The man. was alsd un- 
banned in the police raid, 
bad set free one hostage 
wbo was suffering from 
heart problems. Another 
captive, a woman bank cus- 
tomer, managed to escape 
after the hostage-taker 
allowed her to go the bath- 
room 

Shortly after foe woman 
escaped, commandos 
stormed the bank through a 
back door, catching the 
hostage-taker off-guard as 
he spoke on foe telephone 
with his back to foe door. 


His three remaining 
hostages were foe bank’s 
deputy branch manager, a 
male bank employee and an 
elderly man. A police 
spokesman said they were 
all in good health, given foe 
ordeal they had endured, 
but were all suffering from 
sbock.- 

Police had sealed off foe 
area anti surrounded foe 
building and begun negotia- 
tions by telephone with foe 
man, aged between 30 and 
40 and armed with a pistol. 


Bangladesh heading for civil war 


DHAKA (R) — Opposition 
leaders said Friday 
Bangladesh appeared to be 
heading for civil war 
because of what it called foe 
reckless use of force against 
their campaign to oust 
Prime Minister Begum 
Khaleda Zia. 

“The government is doing 
everything with an illegal 
and ulterior motive. They 
are denying us democratic 
rights, including the right to 
hold a peaceful assembly.” 
said Suranjit Sengupta. a 
leader of the Aw ami 
League, foe main opposi- 
tion group, 

“Such provocative actions 
will trigger provocative 
reactions. Then what future 
awaits foe ■*' country? 
Possibly a civil war. The 
government is paving a way 
for that” he told Reuters. 

He was referring to 
Thursday's police use of 
tear gas, rubber bullets, 
batons and water cannons to 
disperse a rally while 
Awami chief Sheikh Hasina 
was speaking. The League 
said more than 150 people 
were injured. 

Police also beat back 
attempts by the Awami 
League and its Jatiya Party 
and Jamaat-E-Islami allies 


Thursday to march to Mrs. 
Khaleda’s office in defiance 
of a ban. 

Angry activists exploded 
hundreds of home-made 
bombs, attacked police and 
paramilitary soldiers with 
rocks, and damaged some 
25 vehicles. 

Works Minister Rafiqul 
Islam Miab, a senior leader 
of foe ruling Bangladesh 
Nationalist Party (BNP), 
denied opposition charges 
that police aimed guns at 
Mrs. Hasina. 

“They are making untrue 
and concocted charges,” he 
told Reuters Friday. “They 
are trying to make an issue 
out of nothing and use it to 
create a situation where 
peace and stability will be 
jeopardised.” 

The opposition has staged 
a series of strikes and shut- 
downs to force Mrs. 
Khaleda, elected in 1991 in 
what were billed as 
Bangladesh's first free 
polls, to step down and 
hand over to a neutral care- 
taker administration that 
would supervise general 
elections set for Jan. 28. 

It accuses Mrsi Khaleda 
of rigging a 1994 parlia- 
mentary by-election and 
says fair elections with her 
in power are impossible. It 


also accuses her corruption. 
Mrs. Khaleda denies all the 
charges and has refused to 
bow to the opposition 
demands. 

Opposition parties say 
they will boycott the 
January polls and “resist” 
them, raising fears of wide- 
spread violence. 

The latest violence 
occurred only two days 
before an opposition-led 
three-day national strike 
which, like its many prede- 
cessors, was likely to paral- 
yse much of foe country. 

“We don’t want strikes 
and shutdowns. We want to 
exercise our right to vote 
freely. But the BNP govern- 
ment would not allow it. 
and it has forced us to harsh 
actions like hartals 
(strikes), said Awami 
leader Tofayel Ahmad. 

“The situation is going to 
be seriously aggravated 
after Thursday’s police bar- 
barity, and only foe govern- 
ment is to .be blamed for a 
deepening crisis. It's push- 
ing foe country towards a 
savage confrontation," he 
said. ’The situation today 
is graver than ever before” 
Moudud Ahmad, deputy 
leader of the Jatiya Party, 
told Reuters. 


Beijing eiders 
warn of disco 
saturation 

BEIJING (AFP) _ 
Beijing's Cultural Affairs 
Bureau has called for a halt 
to foe construction of new 
discotheques in the 

Chinese capital, warning 
that foe market is already 
saturated. Since Beijing’s 
first luxury disco. JJS, 
opened in December last 
year, another seven state- 
of-the-art night clubs have 
set up business and four or 
five are currently under, 
construction. “In fact, 

among foe eight that have 
already opened, only two 
or three are profitable,” a 
bureau spokesman was 
quoted as saying by the 
Beijing Daily Friday. With 
most discos selling a maxi- 
mum of force hundred 50- 
yuan (S6) tickets per night, 
costly overheads are leav- 
ing them with meagre prof- 
its of several thousand 
yuan, the newspaper said. 
One of the largest discos, 
Naso, used to pack in well 
over 1 .000 punters a night 
in its first six months of 
operations, but is now 
lucky to pull in two hun- 
dred’ reflecting an excess 
of competition, foe bureau 
said. 


Bang on the head 
cures united fan 

LONDON (R) — A bang 
on foe head courtesy of 
Manchester United has 
cured 10-year-old Vicky 
Wilmore and baffled 
experts. Doctors and teach- 
ers were stunned when 
United fan Vicky mysteri- 
ously and suddenly started 
reading and writing back- 
wards a year ago, the 
Times newspaper reported. 
Then, watching United on 
TV losing a first round 
UEFA Cup tie with Rotor 
Volgograd in September, 
she slumped in her chair in 
disappointment and fell 
back, cracking her head on 
a table. Her mother Brenda 
Wilmore said: “Next day at 
school the teachers discov- 
ered Vicky was writing 
normally again.” United 
Secretary Ken Marrett told 
Thursday's Times newspa- 
per “We are delighted she 
has made a recovery. It was 
a bad day for us. but it is 
nice to know something 
good came of it.” 

Judge Ito delivers 
timely sense of 
humor 

LOS ANGELES (R) — 
Judge Lance Ito was in a 
serious mood for much of 
the OJ. Simpson double- 
murder trial, but now 
comes a glimpse of foe 
humorous side of Ameri- 
ca’s most famous judge. 
Daily Variety newspaper 
reported that Judge Ito has 
sent out holiday cards fea- 
turing a photo of himself 
on the bench, face buried in 
his hands, above the cap- 
tion: “objection overruled, 
Mr. Cochran. White 
Christmas does not have 
racist overtones." the refer- 
ence is to Simpson’s 
lawyer Johnnie Cochran, 
who several times during 
foe nine-month trial raised 
the issue of race. Judge Ito, 
wbo is on vacation, could 
not be- reached for com- 
ment. 

Michael Jackson 
to spend several 
days in hospital 

NEW YORK (R) — Pop 
star Michael Jackson may 
have collapsed from a heart 
problem combined with 
dehydration and was in 
“serious but stable condi- 
tion” in a New York hospi- 
tal, his doctors said. 
Jackson, 37. was in the 
intensive care unit being 
treated for inflammation of 
foe stomach and intestines, 
kidney and liver function, a 
statement by foe Beth 
Israel North Hospital in 
Manhattan said. Jackson 
was rehearsing Wednesday 
at the Beacon Theatre in 
Manhattan for a Home Box 
Office (HBO) cable televi- 
sion special when he faint- 
ed and was taken to a hos- 
pital by ambulance with 
dangerously low” blood 
pressure and dehydration. 
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apart tightens controls 
over religious groups 


CYO (AH 5 ) — The 
: ioese parliament Friday 
Uy enacted a controver- 
bill tightening controls 
r religious groups in the 
i of a series of alleged 
Vies by the doomsday 
Aum Supreme Truth. 
ie bill was approved at 
' pper-bouse plenary ses- 
with a majority vote 

■ 3 die three ruling parties 
...vibe Liberal Democratic 
• y, -the Social 
.. locratic Party and New 

: r ; -y Saldgake — backed 
. the Japan Communist 

-y- . .. KT 

* ie mam opposition New 
icier Party, supported by 
powerful Buddhist 
..'ip Soka Gakkai, had 

■ ;ely opposed the first 
: or revision of the reli- 

is corporations law 
'■ e its enactment in 1951. 

: - je new law provides for 
: .iter scrutiny of the 
: ndal records of reli- 
. is groups and will 
. ; en the investigative 
■ 'ers of government 
iries. Religious groups 
rating in more than one 
•• ecture will meanwhile 
ie under the supervision 
antral rather than local 
lorities. 

slice investigations into 
: C'.jrin Supreme Truth, 
; . n Jised of killing II and 
' w ' ring thousands in a 
it gas attack in the 
: . yo subway in March, 
... .e severely hampered 
er the old law. 

. be ruling parties initially 
_ j to use the upper-house 
el to summon Daisaku 
3a, the honorary presi- 
t of Soka Gakkai. But 
owing unruly clashes 
i the New Frontier Party 
the upper house last 
: ik, they decided to seek 
•' testimony when pariia- 
lt resumes in January. 

}ka Gakkai is among 
it religious groups 
ch are extremely rich, 
ing-to numerous post- 
.‘privileges including tax 
captions. Claiming a 
nbership of 8.12 million, : 
iseholds in Japan, Soka 
.. ckai runs its own nniver- 
and has a daily newspa- 
with a circnlation of 5 5 
lion. 

. be Buddhist group is, 
reover. a key backer of 
New Frontier Party, 

‘ ned a year ago by a 
up of neo-conservative 
Kisition parties. These 


include the Clean 
Government Party, known 
as Komeito, which Mr. 
ikeda himself helped set up 
in 1964, four years after he 
became Soka Gakkai presi- 
dent. 

Soka Gakkai, however, 
severed its organisational 
ties with Komeito in 1970, 
in keeping with the spirit of 
Japan’s post-war constitu- 
tion which is supposed to 
prevent religious groups 
from exercising political 
authority. 

The ruling coalition 
reportedly plans a further 
review of the regulations on 
religious groups in January, 
especially in the area of tax 
breaks and establishing 
clear rules on their involve- 
ment in political activities. 

Education Minister 
Yoshinobu Shimamuxa, 
whose ministry will super- 
vise large religious groups 
under the revised law, hint- 
ed at further revisions at a 
news conference Friday 
after the bill was passed. 
The bill was originally sub- 
mitted to parliament on Oct. 
17, and was passed by the 
lower house on Nov. 13. 

Public support for the bill 
was 72 per cent, according 
to a poll published by the 
Mainichi Shimbun. The 
poll found that 20 per cent 
had no opinion about the 
legislation while only six 
per cent opposed the new 
law. 

Reactions to the passage 
of the bill were mixed 
Friday. 

“The revision reflects the 
views of the majority of 
Japanese people, and we 
accept it solemnly ” the 
Association of Shinto 
Shrines said. 

But Soka Gakkai con- 
demned the new law. “The 
government and ruling 
coalition have used reli- 
gious freedom, a human 
rights issue, as a political 
tool. We cannot understand 
and regret the revision.'’ it 
said. 

The National Christian 
Council of 34 Christian 
groups was also critical, 
noting that the revision 
“ignored the historical fact 
that the religious law was 
enacted amid regrets over 
the wartime religions law” 
which stipulated Shinto as 
the state religion and 
cracked dowD on other reli- 
gious groups. 


Canada faces possibility 
of losing Quebec 


TAWA (R) — Only a 
nth after Canada par- 
tly survived a secession- 
bid by Quebec, some 
iticians and commenta- 
; are beginning to con- 
tr the formerly uothink- 
s — the terms for possi- 
separation. 

anada’s third party, the 
drm Party, is taking the 
1 in discussing this for- 
ty taboo subject but 
3ia commentators have 
> pressed the case for 
paring the country and 
ring wavering 

ibeckers more aware of 
negative consequences, 
rime Minister Jean 
-etien drew scathing crit- 
m for virtually ignoring 
OcL 30 separatist refer- 
□m until polls showed 
secessionists might win, 
many analysts suggest- 
tbere had been no con- 
;ency plan in case of a 
i for secession, 
rhe rest of Canada was 
:*riy til-prepared,” influ- 
jal Globe and Mail 
^ jmnist Jeffrey Simpson 
i.ite this week, 
rhe rest of Canada 
ently needs to work on 
a B, whose main objec- 
j would be to ensure that 
rest of Canada never, 
t finds itself ill-prepared 
^ dismemberment,” he 

anada prides itself on a 
t country extending 
B the Atlantic to the 
afic and from the U.S. 
der to the Arctic. Most 
the population finds it 
d to imagine a hole more 
n twice the size of 
ace in the middle, 
at given the stubborn 
ennination of separatist 
ders to keep on trying, 
uy Canadians are now 
igQfid to eventually los- 
the French-speaking 
•vince. 


Reform leader Preston 
Manning, who could soon 
bead the parliamentary 
opposition, thirti es that talk- 
ing about the issue openly 
could convince Quebeckers 
that they would suffer by 
breaking away. 

“By the federal govern- 
ment not saying anything 
on this, they created a vacu- 
um which was filled by the 
separatists,” he told a news 
conference Thursday. 

Saying the separatists 
raised false and unrealistic 
possibilities, Mr. Manning 
added: “It’s for better to fill 
that vacuum with realism.” 

A paper produced by Mr. 
Manning’s party makes 
some bold suggestions, for 
example that Quebec 
should lose areas where the 
majority wants to stay in 
Canada. 

That could mean 
Quebec's losing its vast 
northern two- thirds, where 
native peoples voted heavi- 
ly against separation. 

Lfoder this scenario. 
Quebec would also proba- 
bly lose areas that include 
the bull region opposite 
Ottawa and even Montreal, 
the province’s largest city 
and economic powerhouse. 

“If the boundaries of 
Canada are not inviolate, 
there is no way you could 
establish that the borders of 
Quebec are inviolate,” Mr. 
Manning said. 

The reform document 
also says dual Canadian- 
Quebec citizenship would 
not be possible, and that 
any Quebeckers who want- 
ed to stay in Canada would 
have to relocate or petition 
to have their region stay in 
the federation. 

On the crucial subject of 
debt. Reform says it must 
be divided up strictly 
according to Quebec’s 
share of the population. 



Sri Lanka launches war and 
peace drive to tame rebels 


Lee Jong-Koo, former defence minister under jailed 
former President Roh Tae-Woo, enters the prosecutor 
generals office in Seoul Friday for questioning (AFP 
photo) 

S. Korea probes warplane 
deal, Roh’s assets frozen 


SEOUL (R) — A South 
Korean conn froze former 
President Roh Tae-Woo’ s 
assets Friday as prosecutors 
investigating kickbacks 
grilled him and an ex- 
defence minister over a 
multi-billion dollar U.S. 
warplane purchase. 

Prosecutors have been 
examining a derision dur- 
ing Mr. Roh’s term to buy 
120 F-16s from General 

Dynamics, reversing a plan 
to buy F-ISs from 

McDonnell Douglas. 

General Dynamics was 
mostly acquired in 1992 by 
Lockheed Corp. which 

merged with Martin 
Marietta this year to form 
Lockheed Martin. Kim 

Yong-Ho. vice president for 
the Seoul office of 
Lockheed Martin, denied 
any wrongdoing. 

“We have not been 
involved in any unethical or 
illegal business in connec- 
tion with the contract,” Mr. 
Kim, who headed General 
Dynamics in Seoul at the 
time, said by telephone. 

“We will actively cooper- 
ate with prosecutors’ inves- 
tigations in the hope the 
whole truth will be 
revealed.” 

Mr. Kim said he had 
received no summons from 
prosecutors. “But it is likely 
that they will soon call me 
in and I hope they do so. I 
will tell them everything 
about the contract,” 

An official with the Seoul 
District Criminal Court said 
an order was issued freez- 
ing Mr. Rob’s property 
rights and bank accounts 
unearthed by prosecutors. 

Mr. Roh, who along with 
seven chairmen of major 
corporations was indicted 
Tuesday on bribery 
charges, owns a Seoul man- 
sion and has other real 
estate investments. He has 
confessed to amassing a 
$654 million slush fund 
during bis 1988-93 term in 
office. 

Prosecutors have charged 
Mr. Rob with accepting 
bribes worth $369 million. 


and say they have account- 
ed for $543 million of his 
ill-gotten fortune. 

Under South Korean law, 
Mr. Roh could have his 
assets seized upon convic- 
tion. His trial starts on Dec. 
IS. 

Former Defence Minister 
Lee Jong-Koo was brought 
in for questioning over the 
warplanes deal, reached in 
1991 as part of a $18.2 bil- 
lion military build-up. Mr. 
Lee held office from 1990- 
91 and was closely associ- 
ated with die aircraft deal at 
the heart of the military 
expansion. 

Mr. Roh was also ques- 
tioned by prosecutors over 
the General Dynamics deal 
and said the decision to buy 
F-l 6 s was based on consid- 
erations over South Korea's 
terrain and cost, according 
to the domestic Yonhap 
News Agency. 

He denied taking money, 
Yonhap said. 

“The reason we changed 
the model from the F-18 to 
the F-16 is because we were 
worried about whether the 
(F-18) model would fit our 
country’s topographical 
conditions and excessive 
expenditures for the pur- 
chase,” Mr. Roh said. 

*1 had never received any 
kickbacks from a U.S. 
firm,” he was quoted as 
saying. 

Mr. Lee Jong-Koo and 
another former defence 
minister, Lee Sang-Hoon, 
as well as one-time air force 
chief Han Chu-Sok, were 
among five retired military 
men banned Tuesday from 
foreign travel in connection 
with the probe into the arms 
build-up, codenamed 
“Ynlgok". 

The two Lees and Mr. 
Han, all ex-generals, served 
under Mr. Roh. 

Both defence ministers 
were arrested in 1993 on 
charges of taking bribes 
linked to other defence pur- 
chases but were released six 
months later after receiving 
suspended sentences. 


Seoul parades spy as army 
goes on higher alert 


SEOUL CR) — South Korea 
paraded a captured North 
Korean spy Friday as its 
military went on higher 
alert over fears that 
Pyongyang may be tempted 
to make mischief because 
of political turmoil in Seoul 
and its own food crisis. 

His eyes cast down and 
speaking in a dull monoto- 
ne, 33-year-old agent Kim 
Dong-Shik said his mission 
when he was caught io 
October was to bring home 
two Pyongyang agents. 

He said he had success- 
fully accomplished a simi- 
lar mission in 1990. Mr. 
Kim is being held for inter- 
rogation by the Agency for 
National Security Planning 
(NSP). 

He was captured after a 
shootout with security 
forces in the southern hills. 
His companion escaped the 
gunfight with a minor flesh- 
wound but was killed in a 
second clash with troops 
and police several days 
later after a massive man- 


hunt. 

Mr. Kim said he had con- 
tacted seven activists, 
including Huh In-Hoi, a 
member of the main oppo- 
sition National Congress 
for New Politics, during his 
second trip. Mr. Hub was 
arrested and detained as a 
result of that contact 

“I contacted seven people. 
They did not seem to be 
surprised when 1 disclosed 
my identity,” Mr. Kim said. 

Two of the others have 
been arrested without 
detention, one is under 
investigation and no action 
was taken against the other 
three because they reported 
their contacts with Mr. 
Kim. an NSP spokesman 
said. 

Authorities displayed at 
the news conference all the 
spy paraphernalia Mr. Kim 
and his companion brought 
with them, including a pis- 
tol fitted with a silencer, 
maps, a pen-shaped poison 
dan and a pocket knife. 


COLOMBO (AFP) —Sri 
Lanka President Chandrika 
Kumaratunga Friday 
announced a canot-and- 
stick policy to tame Tamil 
rebels with a new military 
campaign while pressing 
ahead with political reforms 
to restore ethnic peace. 

A fresh offensive will be 
launched soon to secure a 
land route to the northern 
Jaffna peninsula to start 
rebuilding the region’s main 
town wrested from Tiger 
rebels earlier this week, 
Mrs. Kumaratunga told 
reporters here. 

“We will open a land route 
to Jaffna (peninsula) the 
same way we took Jaffna 
town”, Mrs. Kumaratunga 
said at ber first press confer- 
ence after the military’s 50- 
day battle against the 
Liberatio n Ti gers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE). 

Defence officials said 
establishing the crucial 
main supply route through 
90 kilometres of highway 
currently under rebel con- 
trol would require another 
10,000 men and that recruit- 
ment had already started. 


Mrs. Kumaratun ga ru led 
out talks with the LTTE but 
said she was keen to imple- 
ment her Aug. 3 devolution 
package aimed at granting 
greater autonomy to minori- 
ty Tamil s and ending the 
conflict which has claimed 
more than 50,000 lives. 

The president said there 
had been do formal 
response to h er a mnesty 
offer to the LTTE which 
abruptly pulled out of six 
mouths of peace talks in 
April to resume the bitter 
separatist war. 

,£ We don’t want to elimi- 
nate anyone.” she said. “But 
if they don’t fall in line, 
they leave us with no 
option. We are capable of 
destroying them if they 
wish us to." 

She stud the LTTE had 
become the world’s dead- 
liest guerrilla group thanks 
to fending from successive 
Sri Lankan governments 
which maintained a facade 
of control over Jaffna by 
signing pay cheques for 
non-existent public ser- 
vants. 

“We don't intend to carry 


on this joke any more,” 
Mrs. Kuma ratun ga said 
adding that LTTE combat- 
ants had been drawing 
salaries by presenting 
forged papers to public ser- 
vants whose “body and 
soul" was controlled by the 
rebels. 

With the army restoring 
Colombo’s writ over Jaffna 
for the first time in a 
decade, all public servants 
in the region will have to 
physically present them- 
selves to receive their 
monthly salaries, Mrs. 
Kumaratunga said. 

She said the government 
also planned a major reha- 
bilitation drive to win back 
some 100,000 Tamil civil- 
ians who fled the 50-day 
Jaffna offensive which 
claimed 2,500 lives on both 
sides. 

Mrs. Kumaratunga 
declined to say when the 
new operation woul d be 
launched against the LTTE 
but stressed it was essential 
to initiate her reconstruction 
effort estimated to cost at 
least $1 billion (50 billion 
rupees). 


’The government has not 
forgotten its commitment to 
the political process,” said 
Mrs. Kumaratunga who is a 
member of the majority 
Sinhalese community. “But 
we have to dear appertain 
areas of obstacles placed by 
the LTTE.” 

Moderate Tamil parties 
which have been supporting 
Mrs. Kumaratunga ’s 13- 
monih-old government had 
expressed fears that the fall 
of Jaffoa, die fountain head 
of Tamil separatism, may 
blunt Colombo’s desire to 
implement political 

reforms. 

“That is a wrong percep- 
tion.” Mrs. Kumaratunga 
said. “In order to get the 
consent of the people, we 
had to do a lot of spade- 
work. 

The political process 
never stopped despite the 
military operations. 

"I know that the majority 
(Sinhalese) community 
felly supports the devolu- 
tion package. 1 cannot tell 
you dates, but we are very 
seriously looking at it to 
implement it.” 


Mrs. Clinton, Dole to campaign in New Hampshire 


CONCORD, N.H. (R) — 
U.S. first lady Hillary 
Rodham Clinton and Senate 
majority leader Bob Dole 
will hit the presidential 
campaign trail in New 
Hampshire Friday when 
they will each file presiden- 
tial election papers for the 
crucial first primary votes 
of the 1996 White House 
race. 

Mrs. Clinton will file on 
behalf of her husband. 
President Bill Clinton, for 
the Democratic primary, as 
she did in his successful 
1992 presidential run. 

An hour later. Sen. Dole 
will appear at the domed 
state capitol to enter bisbid 
for the Republican presi- 
dential nomination. 

Campaign officials said the 
two camps had been in 
touch and had staggered 


their schedules to ensure 
they would not meet 
. Both the Democratic and 
Republican presidential 
preference votes will take 
place next Feb. 20 as New 
Hampshire upholds its tra- 
dition of staging the first 
primary of the presidential 
campaign. With only a cou- 
ple of exceptions in the past 
30 years, the winner of the 
New Hampshire primary 
has gone on to win his 
party’s presidential nomina- 
tion. 

One of those exceptions 
was Mr. Clinton, who 
placed second in 1992 but 
still declared himself “the 
comeback kid” after surviv- 
ing allegations about mari- 
tal infidelity and relentless 
questions about how he 
avoided conscription for the 
Vietnam War in the 1960s. 


This time, the president 
faces no serious opponent 
for his party's nomination, 
making him the first 
Democrat to run unopposed 
since then President Lyndon 
Johnson in 1964. But cam- 
paign officials are taking no 
chances. 

“We aim to make no mis- 
takes. We want to pm on a 
show of strength up here 
and to make a bid for the 
political centre .” said Jake 
Siewert, spokesman for the 
Clinton campaign in New 
Hampshire. 

Mr. Siewert said Mr. 
Clinton would visit the state 
before the primary and Mrs. 
Clinton would return at 
least one more time. Vice 
President A1 Gore and bis 
wife Tipper were also 
expected to campaign. 

Mrs. Clinton planned to 


begin the day visiting a pen- 
sioners centre in the town of 
Portsmouth. She was 
expected to emphasise Mr. 
Clinton's opposition to 
Republican efforts to cut the 
growth of spending on the 
Medicare and Medicaid 
programmes which provide 
health care for the old, the 
poor and the chronically 
sick. 

She tften is to address stu- 
dents at the University of 
New Hampshire and end 
the day with a speech ro 
Democratic activists. 

Sen. Dole leads the race 
for the Republican nomina- 
tion by a wide margin. His 
campaign said he would 
arrive in Concord from the 
city of Manchester 32 kilo- 
metres to (he south aboard a 
bus. which he is calling the 
“balanced budget express”. 


HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN 

K THE ARAB POTASH 

COMPANY LIMITED 

INVITATION FOR CONTRACTORS TO TENDER FOR CONSTRUCTION OF.33KV 

TRANSMISSION LINES EXPANSION 
CONTRACT NO. APC/73/95 
(PRODUCTION EXPANSION WORKS) 

Suitably qualified and experienced contractors, equivalent to die Grade (1) contractors 
according to die Ministry of Public Works classification in the fields of 
electromechanical works, are invited to bid for the above works being implemented by 
the Arab Potash Company at Safi in the southern basin of the Dead Sea. 




The works include the design, manufacture, delivery , installation , testing and 
commissioning of the following : 

a. One (1) indoor cubicle 33KV, SF6 circuit breaker, complete with protection relays. 

b. 33KV cables between the refinery 33KV switchboard and the new APC Township 
terminal pole, 250 metres long. 

C. One (1) new 33KV overhead transmission line between the refinery and APC 
Township outdoor substation, 17.5km. long. 

d. Re-string die existing lisan 33KV transmission line between the APC Township 
outdoor substation and the main brine intake pumping station on the Dead Sea, about 
15km long. 

e. Replace all three (3) existing 33KV outdoor oil circuit breakers with SF6 type circuit 
breaker (1200A) at die Township outdoor substation, complete with uprated protection, 
metering and whatever necessary to bring this outdoor substation into full operational 
service for die increased load current. 


Mutt 


Tender documents are available from the Company Head Office in Shmeisani, Amman, 
from 07/12/1995 till 23/12/1995 against a non-refundable payment of JD 100 per copy. 
Tenderers will be required to submit their offers in three(3) envelopes. The first 
containing a tender guarantee in the amount of JD 50,000, the second containing the 
Technical Offer and Experience in details, and the third containing the Financial Offer . 
Any tender not accompanied by a tender guarantee will not be considered. 

Closing date for the submission of tenders to the Amman, Shmeisani offices of the 
Arab Potash Company Limited is 12:00 noon of January 20,1996. 

S.Hawari 
Managing Director 
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Trouble hits GCC 

THE MEMBER states of Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council (GCC) were at their friend- 
liest and most cohesive moment just 
before and during Iraq’s invasion of 
Kuwait in 1990 and the build-up that led 
to the eviction of Iraqi troops from 
Kuwait. 

But the Gulf crisis and war that ensued 
showed vulnerability of the alliance and 
its dependence on the Western powers for 
defence. The collective GCC defence poli- 
cy, i.e. dependence on the actual presence 
of foreign troops, has led to internal 
problems in some of the member coun- 
tries — notably Saudi Arabia, Bahrain 
and Qatar. More recently there have 
been increasing indications that cracks in 
the stand vis-a-vis Iraq are developing in j 
the alliance. 

Independent-minded Oman, Qatar | 
and the United Arab Emirates seem to be 
discontent with the way the GCC leader, 
Saudi Arabia, and their ever disgruntling 
partner, Kuwait, are handling the post- j 
Gulf war Arab affairs, especially their 
continued hardline position on Iraq. 

The signs of disunity within the GCC 
that we witnessed during their GCC 
summit this past week In Muscat could 
only be an omen that the alliance is 
heading into the same fate of its two other . 
Arab groups, the Arab Cooperation 
Council (Iraq, Jordan, Egypt and Ye- 
men) and the Maghreb Union (Morocco, 
Algeria, Tunisia and Libya). If that 
happens, the Arabs would be denied their 
last alliance that at one point promised 
much hope for the Arab cause. 

The onus seems to fall mainly on the 
shoulders of the Saudi leadership. The 
Saudis were and are still expected to instil 
a new life in joint Arab efforts, to put an 
end to the plight of the Iraqi people, to 
help push the Mideast peace process and 
to bring Iran into a wider Middle East 
region. We. hope that the differences that 
surfaced at the GCC summit last week 
will soon be smoothed out and dealt with 
in an effective manner that would restore 
to the GCC its unity and to Arabs at large 
a fresh hope. We also expect the alliance, 
being the only and the richest and most 
influential Arab grouping, to assume a 
more positive role in the shaping of a new 
Middle East that is free of war and 
conflict where all peoples eqjoy democra- 
cy, freedom and security. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

A WRITER in A1 Ra'i said that the results of the 
parliamentary elections in Egypt came as a real shock to 
the Arab masses in general and the Egyptian people in 
particular. The elections resulted in the death and injury of 
- scores of people and failed to win any of the opposition 
groups a single seat in parliament, said Mahmoud Rimawi. 
Saying that all the right and left wing groups have reached 
the conclusion that the elections were the worst ever to be 
held in Egypt, the writer said that the results do not 
represent the real Egyptian views and the Egyptian masses. 
By refusing to allow international and independent obser- 
vers to examine the situation, the Egyptian authorities have 
committed a major blunder and fuelled reports that the 
election results were rigged, said the writer. 

URGING JOURNALISTS to oppose the proposed 
amendments to the Press and Publication Law, a writer in 
A1 Dustonr said the draft amendments bear seeds harmful 
to democracy itself. By threatening to -take very drastic 
measures against journalists, the government is returning 
to methods of the old days, when there was no freedom for 
the press and when journalists faced imprisonment for their 
unfavourable writings, said Taher Adwan. It is true that 
there are some excesses on the part of the weekly papers 
but it should be noted that the majority of journalists 
oppose such excesses which could be dealt with through 
1 dialogue and a campaign of public awareness against ill 
J founded reports and sensational writings and through 
j enforcing the hand of the Jordan Press Association in 
j. dealing with such affairs. Saying that the government's 
i excuses for introducing amendments to the law cannot 
j convince any one, the writer said that the government is 
I creating an impression with the public that its aims are 
j purely political and aim at paving the ground for normalis- 
] ing Jordanian people's relations with Israel. The writer said 
j that the right approach to deal with normalisation is to 
! leave the matter to the- people to deride, warning that a 
very long period of struggle and hostility can by no means 
be transformed into a honeymoon between the Arabs and 
the Israelis over night. , 


IT IS heartening to note that the Jordan Press Association 
has launched a dialogue with the government on proposed 
amendments to the Press and Publications Law and the 
minister of information has promised that no changes to 
(he legislation will be adopted unilaterally and that the 
journalistic community in the country will be consulted 
before any government moves in this regard. 

The underlying philosophy here is quite simple: 
Regardless of the government’s points of view and objec- 
tives concerning what is described as yellow press in the 
country, there should not be any digression from the 
democracy that we all enjoy in the process. While re- 
sponsible freedom is a concept that everybody should ac- 
cept , the government should also recognise that no move 
adopted in its anxiety to curb irresponsible freedoms 
should be in violation of the cherished democratic princi- 
ples that Jordanians are also anxious to uphold. 

As such, the proposed amendments to the Press and 
Publications Law should essentially be based on demo- 
cratic principles and should in no way be another weapon 
in the hands of the executive authority to use against the 
press in general. 

Notwithstanding the reports that have been appearing 
in the local press over the past three weeks, we do not yet 
know, to any decree of accuracy, what shape and form the 
proposed amendments would take. It is, however, clear 
that one of the changes would be the imposition of 
stricter penalties and perhaps jail terms for violators of 
the Press and Publications Law. Another reported pro- 
posal is to do away with a clause that limits government 
participation in the equity of any newspaper establish- 
ment to 35 per cenL It is a paradox in itself that the 
government owns any share in any newspaper establish- 


ment. The government knows it and the newspapers 
know it that state ownership in the media only means a 
Damocles sword for the publication and a strong tool that 
the executive authority could use to “punish” it whenever 
and wherever it finds fit to do so. 

The government equity in at least two of the main- 
stream papers in the country could also perhaps explain 
the tame approach that these newspapers have adopted in 
reporting despite the potential for being more true to the 
principles of journalism as a profession. 

On the one hand, some of our weekly tabloids have 
been accused of sensationalising and scandalising news 
and going beyond the confines of responsible freedoms. 
On the other, our mainstream press, the Arabic-language 
dailies particularly, are docile and follow a distinctly pro- 
establishment line despite the freedoms that they have to 
air constructive and realistic criticism. In fact, strictly 
neutral and objective foreign observers have noted that the 
mainstream press leaves a lot to be desired in terms of 
their coverage of local events and political issues, opting 
to follow the government line and stifle dissenting 
voices. 

Another proposed amendment, as reported in the 
press, is a stipulation that the chief editor of any publica- 
tion should be a serving member of the Jordan Press 
Association for a minimum period of seven years. While 
no one would say it aloud, the implication is that anyone 
who has been a member of the JPA for seven years would: 
be docile enough not to cross the path of the government: 
On the other hand, however, is an argument that seven- 
years of membership in the JPA would also mean seven" 
years of experience in the profession. Again, when the 1 


democratic principles 

very definition of a “journalist” in the country is “a 
member of the JPA,” that does not say much either. 

It is also comforting to hear that any changes to the 
Press and Publications Law would have no negative im- 
pact on Jordan’s reputation and image abroad. But the’ 
question that comes up is: How much credibility and re? 
gard is given io the criticism that has been levelled 
against the current Press and Publications Law by some 
of the international press watchdogs, which, by and large, 
are the barometers of any country’s reputation and image 
in the international scene? 

But what is more worrying is the possibility that the 
proposed amendments would empower the government to 
summarily close down any local publication without 
having to go through the judicial process that would es- 
tablish that rhe law had been violated in the first place. 
Such a provision, without doubt, is a clear digression of 
democracy. 

. If anything, such a weapon in the hands of the gov- 
ernment would only set back the evolution of a free me- 
dia in the country in the sense that the mainstream press, 
which is embracing the concept of responsible reporting, 
would only retract into itself and go back to the days 
when whatever the officialdom had to say was gospel. 

While we could not go to the extent of saying that 
the proposed amendment, if implemented, would mean a 
return to the days of martial law. it is also quite clear that 
empowering the government to order summary closures 
of any publication in the country is somewhere near 
those days. Our newspapers suffered from it a lot during 
those days and we can do without a repetition of that 
experience. 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Peace-building requires implementation of deals 


Reviewed By Ella Nasrallah 


THE LOCAL Arabic 
dailies last week focused 
attention on developments 
in the Middle East as well 
as domestic affairs and pan- 
Arab Issues. 

Commenting on the 
Israeli Prime Minister Shi- 
mon Peres's brief visit to 
Amman last week, a writer 
in A1 Ra'i said that the 
building of peace requires 
more than agreements and 
ink on paper but rather 
implementation of agree- 
ments on theground. Quite 
a good numbejr r .pf econo- 
mic projects agreed on in 
the Amman Economic 
summit between Israel and 
Jordan are untouched and 
the numerous agreements 
concluded between the two 
sides earlier remain in lim- 
bo, said Sultan A1 Hattab. 
The writer said that Mr. 
Peres should not only real- 
ise that Jordan hopes to see 
these projects implemented 
but also should know that 
hte Kingdom's concept of a 
comprehensive peace Is 
linked to peace between 


Israel and all the Arab par- 
ties, including Syria and 
Lebanon. He said the 
Kingdom's concept of 
peace hinges also on 
Israel's commitments to 
implementing agreements 
which help build a real 
peace. 

Mr. Hattab’s views were 
backed by Mohammad 
Kawash. a writer in A1 
Dus tour, who said that 
Israel cannot build peace 
with the Arabs as long as it 
continues to resort to rep- 
ression against, the Arab 
people- still under occupa- 
tion. Referring to the inci- 
dents in Nablus and Jenin, 
in which the Israelis used 
force against Arab demon- 
strators in the past week, 
the writer said that if Israel 
continues to behave in such 
repressive manner, no 
genuine peace can be 
established and rather 
hatred would deepen 
against the Israelis. The 
writer said that the way the 
Israeli forces behave in the 
West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip show clearly that 


Israel has not changed its 
policies against people with 
whom it is claiming it will 
have peace. There must be 
a drastic change in the 
Israeli ideology towards the 
Arabs if peace is to endure, 
he demanded. 

Ibrahim AJ Absi, a col- 
umnist in A1 Ra'i, daily, 
urged the wealthy Palesti- 
nians to hasten to provide 
funds for their brothers and 
sisters who are now trying 
to reconstruct their home- 
land after decades of Israeli 
occupation, foe writer said 
that the people in the West 
Bank, are enthusiastic a bp- - 
out rebuilding Palestine but 
are in desperate need of 
funds. Saying that the 
Israelis have not opened a 
single road in the West 
Bank or have planted a 
single tree or opened a 
single school, the writer 
said that the Palestinians 
living abroad have a duty 
towards their kinsmen in 
the Palestine homeland and 
ought to help them lay the 
infrastructure for their in- 
stitutions. The wealthy 
Palestinians living abroad 


are reported to be holding 
100 billion in cash and 
assets, said the writer, who 
said that part of these funds 
could be invested safely in 
Palestine for profit and in a 
manner that would help the 
Palestinians, who have suf- 
fered a great deal under 
occupation. He said that it 
is a historic and national 
duty for the Palestinians 
everywhere to come to the 
help of their kinsmen, who 
are tiying to build their 
homeland. 

Referring to the peace 
process, a writer in A1 Dus- 
tour :said that Syria is" 
obviously moving faster 
than ever, before towards 
reaching a settlement with 
Israel. Saleh Qallab said 
that before Yitzhak 
Rabin's assassination, tbe 
Syrians were delaying 
negotiations, probably be- 
lieving that the ruling 
Labour Party in Israel is 
not strong enough to hon- 
our a peace treaty and in 
fact could lose the 1996 
parliamentary elections 
and subsequently Damas- 
cus has to deal with the 
Likud. But now 'that. 


Rabin has been killed by 
tbe extremists, the Labour 
Party's position has been 
strengthened, and in 
Damascus's views, the 
Labour Party could win a 
landslide victory in the 
coming elections, said the 
writer. 

Commenting on the 
Ministry of Water and 
Irrigation's plans to raise 
.the price of water con- 
sumed for domestic, agri- 
cultural or industrial pur- 
poses, Mohammad Subeihi 
said that the ministry has 
chosen a very inappropri- 
ate moment to make its 
. bid,. 

If the government acts by 
the ministry's recom- 
mendations and raises the 
price of water, it will be 
committing a major blun- 
der, prompting citizens to 
wonder what benefits they 
have gained from the free 
water coming to tbe coun- 
try in implementation of 
the peace treaty with 
Israel, said the columnist in 
A1 Dustour. Now that it is 
winter season there is no 
justification for raising the 
water prices and the minis- 


try could well wait until the 
mid summer when scarcity 
of water is normally felt to 
make the move, suggested 
the writer. Of course, said 
the writer, the citizens will 
eventually have to shoulder 
part of the cost, but. he 
said, the ministry should 
shoulder the major burden 
and could save funds for 
water operations through 
reducing the large staff of 
employees and through in- 
tensifying work to substi- 
tute the wont out water 
networks. 

Taher Al Adwan, a wri- 
ter in A1 Dustour, tackled 
the question of corruption, 
which was lately discussed 
.by a.aeminar held in Am- 
man and said that Jorda- 
nians feel that there must 
be a clear-cut government 
policy to deal with this 
issue. We are in need of a 
national strategy to combat 
corruption but we first 
ought to define corruption 
and should emphasise that 
the nation should not pun- 
ish a small employee who 
receives a bribe but rather 
punish senior officials who 
abuse their positions in 
order to mass fortunes. " 


The fall of Jaffna 


By G wynne Dyer 

THE 50-day battle for Jaff- 
na was not in the same 
league as Stalingrad, or 
even Sarajevo. But the fall 
of Sri Lanka's thirdlargest 
city to government troops, 
after five years under rebel 
control, is a turning point in 
the biggest war raging in the 
world today. 

The beginning of the end 
came on Oct. 30, when the 
city's outlying defences 
were penetrated by three 
Sri Lankan divisions. That 
night, c»ires of the Libera- 
ti on Tig ers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) moved through the 
city telling the population 
loud-speakers: “A demonic 
force will attack us from 
several directions. Since we 
are going to resist every 
inch against a state drunk 
with racism, you people 
must evacuate this same 
night.” 

So 400,000 people, hav- 
ing endured five years with 
no electricity, no tele- 
phones, few consumer 
goods and strictly rationed 
food, obediently aban- 
doned their homes on tbe 
Jhffna peninsula and began 
crossing the lagoon in com- 
mandeered fishing boats to 
reach Tiger-controlled 
areas on the adjacent main- 
land. 

Yet all was not as it 
seemed. For one thing, tbe 
Tigers did not defedd every 
inch of the city. Their re- 
markable talent with mines 
and booby traps slowed die 
Sri Lankan army's advance 
so much that some parts of 
the deserted city are still 
not cleared, but military 
casualties on both sides 
were under a thousand in 
the final push into Jaffna., 
Civilian casualties were 
even lower. 


In fact, most of the civi- 
lians killed in the past 
month were not members 
of Sri Lanka’s Tamil minor- 
ity at all. They were 
Sinhalese city-dwellers 
blown away by Tigers 
suicide-bombers in Col- 
ombo, the capita], and en- 
tire families of villagers who 
were slaughtered (and often 
disembowelled) by Tiger 
raiding parties infiltrating 
south into the Sinhalese 
heartland. 

This Tiger response to 
offensives in the north is 
numbingly familiar to Sri 
Lankans after 12 years of 
war and 39,000 dead. In- 
deed, schools were closed 
an entire month before the 
normal Christmas break be- 
cause parents, biowing that 
the offensive would pro- 
duce the usual riposte, de- 
manded it. But some things 
really are different this 
time. 

The most different thing . 
is President Chandrika 
Kumaratunga, who most 
certainly does not head a 
"state drunk 'with racism." 

There was serious discri- 
mination in the past against 
Sri Lanka's 3 million 
Tamils, only 18 per cent of 
the population, who differ 
in both language and reli- 
gion from the dominant 
Sinhalese community. 
(Tamils are Hindu or 
Christian, Sinhalese are 
mostly Buddhists.) But Ms. 
Kumaratunga won a land- 
slide majority a year ago on 
a platform of peace, and 
she has kept h er pro mises. 

Even the LTTE lead- 
ership, sensing their own 
people's warweariness, de- 
clared a ceasefire when Ms. 
Kumaratunga won the elec- 
tion. And she seized the 
moment, unveiling her plan 
to change Sri Lanka from a 
centralised state into a 'un- 


ion of regions.’ 

“This is the solution we 
promised. This is what the 
people expect,” she said, 
outlining a country of eight 
regions, each with its own 
elected assembly and exclu- 
sive control over land, edu- 
cational systems, even their 
own judiciary and police 
forces. In practice, there- 
fore, the Tamils could run 
their own show. 

Ms. Kumaratunga needs 
a two-thirds majority in 
parliament, or victory in a 
national referendum, to 
change Sri Lanka so radi- 
cally. But she won 62 per 
cent of the popular vote in 
last year’s election on a 
platform that more or less 
foreshadowed her plan, so 
she could probably get it. 
There was no reason for the 
Tigers to go on fighting. 
The war should have en- 
ded. 

Except that then, what 
would the Tigers do? The 
dedicated young fanatics 
who have murdered an In- 
dian prime minister, a Sri 
Lankan prime minister, and 
a dozen other Sri Lankan 
aspirants for the top job, 
would have no place in a 
peaceful Sri Lanka. 

So in April, they deliber- 
ately broke the truce, even 
though it meant sacrificing 
ad the international sym- 
pathy they had previously 
enjoyed in some quarters. 
Survival is now the primary 
issue; not the survival to the 
Tamils, but of the LTTE 
itself. 

That may be why Jaffna, 
their capital for the past five 
years, fell so quietly. For 
ordinary Tamils, however 
nationalist, foe ideal of an 
independent state of Tamil 
Eelam must be weighed 
against the practicalities of 
living under siege and 
blockade, and President 


Kumaratunga’s offer seems 
hard to refuse. So foe num- 
ber of p eople willing to die 
for foe LTTE is declining. 

But it is not over. It will 
probably not be folly over 
while this generation still 
lives. 

If President Kumaratun- 
ga herself evades the 
suicide-bombers, the “un- 
ion of regions” formula 
may win over most Tamils, 
and a kind of peace may 
descend on the suffering 
island. But foe hardcore Ti- 
gers, foe men and women 
now in their early 30s who 
have carried cyanide cap- 
sules since they were teena- 
gers — they are not going to 
quit. There will be large- 
scale terrorism in Sri Lanka 
for a long time to come. 

Looking at tbe wrecked 
economy and the blighted 
lives, it’s hard to believe 
that all this happened just 
because the Sinhalese 
majority passed a few laws 
removing the legal status of 
the Tamil language and im- 
posing quotas (but quite 
generous ones) on Tamil 
entry into foe universities 
and the professions. 

The Sinhalese justified all 
this to themselves because, 
though they are foe major- 
ity in Sri Lanka, they live 
next to 90 million Tamils in 
southern India. So they felt 
and acted like a threatened 
minority that must take 
harsh steps to protect itself. 

The local Tamils laun- 
ched mass protests, and 
then Sinhalese mobs started 
massacring innocent Tamils 
in Colombo, and a couple 
of decades later foe atua- 
tion has become literally 
insoluble. It can be con- 
tained, but it can't be fixed. 

There's probably a lesson 
in here somewhere, if you 
want to look for it. 


Why London is a 
haven for world’s 
dissidents 


By Allan Ramsay 

LONDON HAS long been 
seen as a safe haven by foe 
world’s dissidents, who can 
retreat into anonymity but 
still carry out effective long- 
range sniping campaigns 
against their home govern- 
ments. Britain's traditional 
open-terms policy for those 
fleeing prosecution, its 
liberal democratic tradi- 
tions of free speech and its 
position as an international 
communications centre 
make it an excellent place 
to regroup and plan new 
strategy for a political orga- 
nisation on foe run. 

There is usually a refugee 
community already living 
here and it is easy for them 
to find accommodation, 
work — legal or otherwise 
— and renew contacts with 
other dissidents. There is 
also easy access to other 
European Union (EU) 
countries. 

But sometimes, as with 
Libyan Ali Mehmet 
Abuzeid, the dissidents are 
hilled into a false sense of 
security as time passes until 
they are suddenly sniffed 
out by hit squads, sneaked 
in and out of the country 
with false documentation. 

Although foe political 
assassination is sudden and 
swift, as with the famous 
poisoned umbrella tip 
attack on Bulgarian dissi- 
dent Georgi Markov, the 
victim will usually have 
been tracked and hunted 
for years or he may have 
been betrayed by a friend 
forced to give inforatkm to 


save family and relatk 
back home. 

Brutal dictators like C 
onel Muammar Qadd 
have long ■ memories a 
cannot tolerate even loi 
distance critidsm, so for a le 
er (allegedly) prepai 
to sanction the Lockeri 
bombing, the life of a : 
year-old dissident wht 
only crime was to once pi 
tish an opposition und 
ground newspaper woi 
be nothing. 

Sometimes such grot 
can 'prove to be a politi 
embarrassment to Brita 
as with Dr. Mohammad 
Massari and his Comnutl 
for Defence of Legitim: 

Rights, which is campaij 
mg for political reform 
Saudi Arabia. 

The group publishes 
samizdat newsletter wbj 
is clandestinely faxed it 
Saudi Arabia and whi 
makes constant allegatk 
of corruption and explor 
tion against foe Saudi ro 1 
family. 

Although the ceO has 
interest in violence it is se 
as a threat in Riyadh a 
there is constant presst 
on foe British govemmei 
via a £3 billion arms di 
under negotiation, to fon 
him out. 

Foreign Secretary M 
colm Rifkind has sp< 
much effort trying to i 
plain to foe -increasinj 
angry and mystified Sam 
that Dr. AJ Massari camr 
be ejected for doing son 
thing which is perfectly It 
ai in Britain. 
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pri nc . Kabariti due in Qatar 
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head and host next year's 
. iCC summit as scheduled. 

' “We wish this dispute had 
' . at happened or it had been 
lived in a brotherly way 
. itisfactory to all parties," he 
' lid in a statement carried by 
. ie official Qatari News 
.gency. 

“But regrettably, it was 
. rfved in a way that has been 
' nfamiliar to the council,'’ he 
lid. 

Sheikh Hamad said Qatar 
as not against Saudi diplo- 
. iat Jameel Ai Hujiian’s 
jpointment, disagreed with 
rocedural issues related to 
.iCC decision-making. 
.Qatar regarded the 
jpointment of a GCC chief 
; a central issue which, 
xording to the group’s char- 
:r, needed unanimity. The 
ther five allies — Oman, 
audi Arabia, Bahrain, 

. uwait and the United Arab 
... mirates — viewed it as a 
' procedural" issue which 
required majority back- 
ig. 

“GCC members should 
ride by its rules and not set 
iolating precedents, because 
. : lis will inevitably reflect on 
ie march of the GCC and 
' -ie achievement of its goals," 
beikh Hamad said. 

“We would have settled for 
ny brotherly solution per-, 
rived by tfae council, but we 
^iund obvious insistence to 
ie contrary, which led us to 
bject so that such unhealthy 
hcnomcnon shall not be re- 
eated.” 

: Sheikh Hamad said Qatar 
'ut forward the name of its 
andidate. Ambassador 
vbdul Rahman Al Attiyah, 
lore than six months ago. 
audi Arabia named Mr. Hu- 
lan afterwards. 

- “We would have wished 
iat the kingdom, which was 
ware of our nomination, 
-Quid have asked us to with- 


draw in the favour of its 
nominee," die emir said. “It 
would have been easier for us 
to respond to the request of 
our Saudi brothers." 

A Doha-based diplomat 
was quoted as saying by Reu- 
ters: 

"The Qataris are upset... 
There has been deviation 
from the rule of unanimity. If 
you (GCC) can do this now, 
it could happen with some- 
thing bigger and more impor- 
tant.” 

Qatar backed all other 
points in the summit's dec- 
laration, including tougher 
than expected anti-Iraq lan- 
guage — signalling its com- 
mitment to overall GCC poli- 
cies. 

But even on that issue it 
lost to the Saudis and other 
conservatives who dropped 
Qatar's attempt to insert a 
clause promising humanita- 
rian aid to Iraq’s sanctions-hit 
population. 

“In the past there was no 
(declared) evidence, now I 
can say and dearly see they 
(Gulf Arab states) have many 
problems," said a senior 
Muscat-; based diplomat who 
attended the summit's closing 
ceremonies on Wednesday. 

The Oman summit was 
supposed to take the GCC 
into a new era with agree- 
ments on some of its nagging 
border disputes, trade, secur- 
ity, and other issues. 

“It was supposed to finally 
lead to the start of real in- 
tegration but the Qatari 
bomb has sent the GCC back 
to the pre-coordination 
phase,” said the diplomat 
quoted by Reuters. 

Again the summit referred 
the issue of unifying custom 
duties, a main European Un- 
ion request to forge a- free 
trade accord and achieve a 
GCC common market, to the 
ministerial level to find an 
agreement able to win a re- 
quired unanimity by the lead- 
ers. 


Peres reassures Arafat 


(Continued from page 1) 


lentioned in our meetings 
. tat were chaired by Mr. 
iabin will be respected and 
nplemented without any 
hanges," he said after the 
Meeting at an Israel-PLO. 
. aison office near the Erez 
:-heckpoint between Israel 
. nd Gaza. 

v Mr. Arafat said the most 
n portant outcome of the 
. leeting was a sense that 
-Peres will continue on the 
itne path that we started 
Mgether to continue the 
eace of the brave, despite 
ie big loss (of Rabin).” 

In a gesture to the Palesti- 
ians, Mr. Peres agreed to 
icrease by 9,500 the number 
f Palestinian labourers from 
ie West Bank and Gaza 
; emitted to work in Israel. 
— Today, some 40,000 
--alestinians have work per- 
• tits for Israel. 

Witnesses said the violence 
l-i Nablus .began when an 
raeli military convoy came 
] jider attack at the entrance 
r * • Nablus’ old city on Friday 
? ^ irs Afternoon. 

Israeli soldiers opened fire 
n the crowd. Tala! Abu Issa, 
3, was shot in the head and 
ied on the way to the hospit- 
L At least three stone- 
■crowers were wounded by 
unfire, hospital officials 
rid. 

The Israeli army is to wirh- 
raw from Nablus on Dec. 15 
nder the autonomy agree- 
ment. 
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In recent weeks, repeated 
clashes have broken out be- 
tween Israeli soldiers and 
Palestinian youths throwing 
stones. 

Some of the clashes were 
set off by members of the 
Fateh Hawks vigilante group. 
On Thursday, their leader, 
Ahmed Tabouk, led a march 
in town, firing bullets into the 
air to dispel rumours that he 
had been killed. 

The march was followed by 
stone-throwing at Israeli 
military vehicles. Troops re- 
sponded with tear-gas, rub- 
ber bullets and stun gre- 
nades. There were no reports 
of injuries. 

Meanwhile, the Israeli 
army announced Friday it 
would close the West Bank 
town of Tulkarem to Israeli 
motorists this weekend in 
advance of its handover to 
Palestinian control. 

Israeli troops are to pull 
out of Tulkarem on Sunday 
morning, to be replaced by 
some 400 Palestinian police 
officers. 

Tulkarem will become the 
second West Bank city to be 
handed, to the Palestinians 
under die autonomy agree- 
ment signed in September in 
Washington. Israeli troops 
left the town of Jenin last 
month. 

The army announced Fri- 
day that Tulkarem would be 
closed to Israeli drivers as of 
Saturday afternoon. The 
army wants to avoid attacks 
on Israelis during the delicate 
period of the handover. 


Vlissile parts intercepted 

long-range 


[Continued from page 1) 

n porting military equipment 
. r possessing missiles with a 
mge of more than 150 
Qometres. 

. It was the first such 
tinouncement of the seizure 
. 'f military equipment in Jor- 
. ' an en route to Iraq since the 
;1.N. sanctions were im- 
■osed. 

Most of Iraq’s 1 authorised 
npons of food and medicine 
. asses through Aqaba, 

. loyd’s of London is in 
large of monitoring goods 
* check for violations of the 
.motions. 

■ The seizure of gyroscopes 
. as seen as a serious blow to 
■aq’s attempts to lobby for a 
. fang of the crippling sanc- 
-] °ns. 

, “It comes at the worst time 
>r Iraq which is preparing to 
. Wd its Prime Minister Tareq 
■■^ziz to plead at the United 
' ations for a lifting of the 
nbargo," an Arab diplomat 
’id AFP. 

Mr. Aziz is to visit Amman 
n Sunday on his way to New 
ork. 

UNSCOM chairman Rolf 
keus said in October that 
- ‘aq had misled his.rnspectors 
.’ tout its weapons stockpiles, 
nd may still have chemical 
nd biological warheads as 
ell as components to con- 


vert missiles to 
use. 

General Hussein Kamel, 
the mastermind of Iraqi milit- 
ary programmes, defected to 
Jordan on Aug. 8 and warned 
that Baghdad was still trying 
to obtain weapons and was 
negotiating with Moscow to 
buy 4, 000 tanks. 


Good news for the Palestinian Authority 


By Graham Usher 

ONE MONTH after Yigul 
Amir shot dead Yitzhak 
Rabin, Israel’s new prime 
minister, Shimon Peres, has 
consolidated his leadership 
by signalling continuity with 
his predecessor's policies as 
well as hinting at subtle 
changes of emphasis. On 
Nov. 22, the Knesset 
approved Mr. Peres new 
government, winch saw for- 
mer army chief (and Rabin 
loyalist) Ehud Barak 
appointed as foreign minis- 
ter and the reentry into tfae 
government's fold of for- 
mer Labour dissident Haim 
Ramon as interior minister. 

Mr. Peres has also said 
that he seeks a “compre- 
hensive peace” with Syria 
and Lebanon, and has 
assured PLO Leader Yasser 
Arafat that Israel will hold 
to its commitments regard- 
ing redeployment in the 
West Bank and Palestinian 
elections. Such stances are 
in tune with current Israeli 
public opinion, with polls 
registering a massive 73 per 
-cent in support of the peace 
process compared with 55 
per cent prior to Rabin’s 
assassination. 

This is good news for Mr. 
Arafat and his Palestinian 
Authority (PA), since both 
are wholly dependent on 
Israeli good-will for any 
progress towards Palesti- 
nian self-government. And, 


so far, Mr. Peres has been 
as good as bis word. 

On Nov. 13, the last 
Israeli troops left Jenin, 
making it the first West 
Bank town (after Jericho) 
to be transferred to PA 
control. This is in line with 
the PLO-Israeli agreement 
signed in Taba in Septem- 
ber. More remarkably — 
given the stalled pace of tfae 
“Palestinian track” hitherto 
— Jenin’s redeployment 
actually occurred ahead of 
schedule. Redeployments 
from the Palestinian cities 
of Tulkarm, Qalqilya and 
Nablus are now continuing 
apace with all three evauca- 
tions due to be finished by 
Dec. 18, Israeli military 
officers have also said that 
the army should be out of 
Bethlehem by Dec. 9 to 
enable “Arafat to spend 
Christmas in the holy 
land.” 

Such acceleration has lit- 
tle to do with seasonal good 
cheer, however, Mr. Peres 
(with solid U.S. and inter- 
national backing) wants 
Mr. Arafat and the PA 
firmly installed m the West 
Bank ahead of the Israeli 
elections in November 1996 
to ensure that, whatever the 
outcome of that vote, the 
Oslo peace agreement will 
stay. The message appears 
to be sinking in, even 
among the most die-hard of 
Israel's Oslo rejectionists. 
“We still do not support the 


Oslo accords," says the 
leader of the rightist 
National Religious Party, 
Zevnlun Hammer, “but we 
have come to die realisation 
that we shall never return to 
Jenin and Jericho.” Mr. 
Peres is currently in inten- 
sive discussions with the 
NRP to bring it into his 
ruling coalition, cementing 
a possible “renewal of the 
historic alliance between 
the religious camp and' 
Labour,” in the words of 
Labour’s secretary-general 
Nissim ZviUl. 

For Palestinians in the 
occupied territories, such 
manoeuvrings mean that 
the hitherto distant pros- 
pect of PA elections — 
slated to be held on Jan. 20, 
1996 — are now an inurn- 
ment fact. It is a new reality 
that has triggered enthu- 
siasm on the ■ Palestinian 
street, but trepidation in 
the ranks of the PLO and 
the Islamist opposition to 
Oslo. 

An official from the PA’s 
election committee says 
that of the 1.2 million 
Palestinians from Gaza, the 
West Bank and East Jeru- 
salem eligible vote, 600,000 
had registed their names by 
Nov. 19. Other Palestinian 
sources say there are now 
around 1,500 nominations 
for the 82-member Palesti- 
nian Council, the “autho- 
rised” Palestinian self- 
governing body for Oslo's 


interim period. However 
divergent Palestinian opin- 
ion may be about the Oslo 
process, most Palestinians, 
it appears, want some kind 
of say in it. 

Mr. Arafat wants this 
too, since any popular vote 
for the council underscores 
both its legitimacy and his 
rule. It is also dear that, 
whatever the eventual per- 
centages, Mr. Arafat's 
Fateh movement will 
emerge from the elections 
as the dominant politcal 
force in Paleestinian socie- 
ty. This is not just because 
Fateh registers consistently 
between 40-45 per cent sup- 
port in current polls (as 
compared with its nearest 
rival, the Islamist Hamas 
movement, which polls 
around 19 per cent). It is 
also to do with the electoral 
system devised by Mr. Ara- 
fat and the PA. 

The 82 members of coun- 
cil are to be elected in 16 
districts in the West Bank 
and Gaza oo a first-past-the-post 
suffrage, virtually ensuring 
that any majoritarian party 
(like Fateh) will garner the 
bulk of the seats. The elec- 
toral system was drawn up 
unilaterally by the PA and 
Fateh activist without re- 
ferenda or discussion. And 
it has infuriated all shades 
of the Palestinian opposi- 
tion. 

“Because it is based on a 
system of majority rule, and 


not proportional repre- 
sentation, the system will 
effectively exclude a large 
number of popular political 
forces from participating,” 
says West Bank’s Islamist 
leader, Jamal Salim. The 
PLO secularist opposition 
agrees. “It will foster tribal- 
ism, minimising what the 
elections should be focused 
on, namely democratic poli- 
tical programmes,” says 
Abdul Latif Geith, a leader 
of the Marxist Popular 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (PFLP). 

It is dissatisfaction with 
the PA's electoral law — as 
much as political opposition 
to Oslo — that has har- 
dened both the Islamists* 
and the PLO dissidents' de- 
cision to boycott the Janu- 
ary elections. But it is a 
stance fraught with self- 
doubt. 

Both Hamas and the 
PFLP have issued state- 
ments urging Palestinians to 
abstain from voting. But 
they have also called on 
their own supporters to reg- 
ister on the electoral roll, 
largely because the same 
franchise mil be used for 
the Palestinian municipal 
elections due to be held in 
June 1996. In Gaza, a 
“new” Islamist political 
party has been formed, the 
National Islamic Salvation 
Party (NISP). This formally 
has no association with 
Hamas, say Hamas offi- 


cials. But its founding mem- 
bers are well-known Hamas 
activists in the Strip. The 
Islamists are thus playing 
both ends against middle — 
preserving an ideological 
rejectionism as Hamas, but 
wanting to exploit any poli- 
tical space opened up by 
elections as the NISP. 

No similar subtlety char- 
acterises the PFLP. On 
Nov. 14, a statement issued 
by its “central unified com- 
mand” in Gaza declared 
that it would not participate 
in any self-rule elections 
since “they serve only 
Israel's interests.” The 
statement, say sources, was 
imposed by tfae PFLP’s 
Damascus-based lead- 
ership. despite resistance 
from elements of the 
PFLP’s Gaza leadership 
who have urged participa- 
tion. Such schisms are likely 
to ensure that Fateh will 
stand as the uncontested, 
nationalist party in the elec- 
tions. Even more sadly, 
they are bound to fragment 
further what was once a 
vibrant leftist movement in 
the occupied territories, but 
which now gamers less than 
6 per cent support. “How 
cm we criticise the PA for its 
lack of democracy when we 
don’t practise it ourselves.” 
says Gaza PFLP leader 
Ghazi Abu Jiab. 

New Statesman and Society 


Rwanda’s genocide tribunal slowly gets into gear 


By Nicholas Kotch 
Renter 

NAIROBI — In the month 
the world marked the 50th 
anniversary of the Nurem- 
berg war crimes trials, a 
court set np to judge the 
ringleaders of another holo- 
caust — Rwanda’s genocide 
— finally got down to busi- 
ness. 

Judge Richard Goldstone 
signed the first indictments 
in November against Rwan- 
dans accused of plotting 
and leading the massacre of 
up to one million of their 
own people. 

The names of the first 
suspects will be made public 
on Dec. 12 hi Arusha in 
northern Tanzania where 
the International Criminal 
Tribunal for Rwanda 
(ICTR) wffi sit. 

That ceremony will les- 
sen if not dispel the fears 
— and the hopes — of those 
who said the tribunal would 
never get going. 

“We are giving priority to 
going after people who 
were in positions of lead- 


ership, whether political or 
military,” Mr. Goldstone, a 
South African and the tri- 
bunal’s chief prosecutor, 
told Reuters in the Kenyan 
capital. 

“The most guilty in our 
view are the people who 
were in leadership posi- 
tions, who either gave 
orders leading to these atro- 
cities being committed — 
mass killings, mass rapes — 
or who were in a position of 
control, who knew what 
was going to happen and 
took no steps to prevent it.” 

Survivors of the geno- 
cide, in which minority Tut- 
sis and moderate Hutus 
were put to death by Hutn 
troops, militia and mobs 
between April and June last 
year, have accused the 
world community of drag- 
ging its feet. Implicit in the 
accusation is that African 
lives are deemed unworthy 
of posthumous justice. 

The latest timetable says 
the first trials will start by 
April next year. The tribun- 
al was set up by the U.N. 
Security Council in Novem- 


ber, 1994. 

Mr. Goldstone conceded 
there had been “bureaucra- 
tic delays” of some months 
caused by U.N. financial 
problems. 

Many in the majority 
Hutu community hope the 
tribunal will never start. 
Like many Germans after 
World War II, they portray 
the process as “the justice 
of the winners.” 

Two million Hutus are 
refugees, having fled 
advancing Tutsi rebels who 
stepped up the civil war as 
the scale of the massacres 
became known. 

The ringleaders hunted 
by Mr. Goldstone and his 
team for a year are over- 
whelmingly hardline Hutus 
who launched die mass kill- 
ings wi thin hours of the 
assassination of Hutu Presi- 
dent Juvenal Habyarimana. 
Who actually killed Mr. 
Habyarimana has not been 
established but some West- 
ern analysts suspect he was 
murdered by bis own en- 
tourage. 

They are unapologetic 


and challenge the use of the 
word genocide. They ac- 
cuse the former Tutsi re- 
bels, now the masters of 
Kigali, of similar atrocities 
against Hutus before 1994. 

“(That) seems to me no 
reason not to do justice 
sooner rather than later,” 
Mr. Goldstone replied. 

“The only way to break 
cycles of violence that have 
plagued a country like 
Rwanda for decades, and I 
know of no other way, is to 
bring people to book who 
were responsible for them. 

“One has to start some- 
where. The alternative is to 
say that this -country is 
doodled to cpntinue*with its 
cyde of violence forever 
and the international com- 
munity can do nothing. 

“No tribunal can investi- 
gate crimes over the last 100 
years,” he said. 

The tribunal’s greatest 
challenge may be to 
apprehend suspects. A few 
are already in European 
and North American jails. 
But in Africa only Zambia 
has detained possible sus- 


pects while other countries 
say they first want formal 
indictments. 

The spotlight is focused 
most keenly on Zaire and 
Kenya whose leaders were 
both close to Mr. Habyari- 
mana and who have execr- 
able relations with the new 
government in Kigali. 
Prominent Hutus reside in 
both countries. 

Kenya's Daniel Arap 
Moi stunned the tribunal in 
early October when he de- 
clared it to be “haphazard” 
and said he would not 
cooperate. After a series of 
Kenyan clarifications, Mr. 
Goldstone was able to say 
that Mr. Moi's “misunder- 
standings ancT mispercep- 
tions” about the tribunal 
had been resolved. 

But tribunal officials 
understand die danger that 
friendly governments will 
tip off suspects about to be 
indicted, allowing them to 
escape arrest. In public, at 
least, Mr. Goldstone 
doubts governments would 
flout the tribunal's arrest 
warrants and risk security 


council sanctions. 

“It is difficult to under- 
stand that any government 
would want to protect peo- 
ple who were charged by an 
international tribunal of the 
sorts of crimes we are talk- 
ing about — genocide, 
crimes against humanity, 
war crimes,” he said. 

Unlike the Nuremberg 
defendants and nearly 
. 60,000 Hutu suspects cram- 
med into Rwanda's jails, 
those convicted by the tri- 
bunal's two courts cannot 
be executed. 

Life imprisonment is the 
maximum penalty, served 
in any prison around the 
world _ whose, government 
volunteers and which meets 
“U.N. standards.” 

The wheels of the tribun- 1 
al’s justice have begun to 
turn, however slowly, and 
those who want to learn the 
truth about one of the cen- 
tury’s greatest slaughters 
win need stamina. 

The tribunal has leased 
its premises in Arusha for 
four years, with an option 
to extend. 


Bosnia poised for ‘war or peace’ 


(Continued from page 1) 

concerns over the agreement 
have been aired by the Bos- 
nian Serbs around Sarajevo 
and by Croats from the north 
of the country where territory 
will remain in Serb hands. 

In recent weeks there have 
been noisy protests from 
Serbs living in certain areas 
around the Bosnian capital. 
Under the Dayton deal, these 
Serbs would have to return 
the suburbs they control to 
government' authority. Some 
Serbs have vowed to block 
the handover or leave if it 
goes ahead. 

Mr. Holbrooke said he 
would raise the issue with 
Serbian President Slobodan 
Milosevic with whom he will 
meet this weekend and who 
signed the Dayton accord on 
behalf of the Bosnian Serbs. 
He also added that the Bos- 
nian government had “done 
more than has been reported 
in the media” to reassure the 
Bosnian Serbs who choose to 
stay in the areas to be re- 
turned. 

“It’s in the agreement. 


People should live in their 
homes in peace. I stress once 
again, this country is not 
being divided it is being 
reunited,” Mr. Holbrooke 
said. 

Under the Dayton accord, 
Bosnia is to retain its 
sovereignty but consist of two 
equal political entities, a Bos- 
nian Serb republic and a 
Muslim-Croat federation. 

Gearing up a smaller pro- 
cedural matter Mr. Hol- 
brooke also said an “author- 
itative figure" from the 
Muslim-Croat federation 
would sign onto the Dayton 
accord. The federation's 
president, Kresimir Zubak, 
resigned earlier this month in 
protest at the agreement 
which leaves pre-war Croat 
areas in Serb hands. 

In Budapest, the United 
States and European coun- 
tries on Friday failed to settle 
trans atlantic differences over 
a candidate to head a Bosnia 
mission and referred the deci- 
sion to a conference in Lon- 
don. 

The U.S. delegation lob- 
bied hard at a two-day orga- 


nisation ror Security and 
Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) meeting for career 
diplomat Robert Frowick to 
head a civil task force which 
will try to organise elections, 
set up an arms control regime 
and monitor human rights in 
Bosnia. 

French resistance and mis- 
givings among other Euro- 
pean countries that the Un- 
ited States would have a too 
dominant role in Bosnian 
peacekeeping prevented con- 
sensus being reached. 

“France has plenty of high- 
ly qualified people to do the 
job,” French Foreign Minis- 
ter Herve de Charette said. 

German Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kinkel, although an- 
xious not to get involved in 
the wrangling, backed the 
European position. 

“We (Europeans) have a 
certain interest,” Mr. Kinkel 
told reporters. “I understand 
the U.S. intentions to have 
the leading position.” 

In London, representatives 
of more than 50 nations and 
international groups met here 
Friday for the first full-scale 


meeting on the reconstruc- 
tion of Bosnia-Herzegovina 
since the Dayton accord last 
month. 

“The task we have here 
today and tomorrow is to 
make sure the guns remain 
silent, that the Dayton 
accords are put into effect, 
that war does not resume 
through any error or omis- 
sion," said British Prime 
Minister John Major in open- 
ing the conference. 

“We must begin the huge 
job of implementing and con- 
solidating peace, and of re- 
building a country...” 

The conference, chaired by 
British Foreign Secretary. 
Malcolm Rifkind, is dedi- 
cated to non -military aspects 
of stabilising embattled 
Bosnia-Herzegovina during 
its first post-war year. 

Scheduled to run through 
Saturday evening, the confer- 
ence was expected to study 
ways of rebuilding confidence 
among Bosnia's Croat Mus- 
lim and Serb communities as 
well as calming fears among 
Sarajevo’s Serbs. 


Hamas awaits invitation 


(Continued from page 1) 


under a barrage of fraud 
charges. 

He als o pointed out that 
Hamas did not have official 
channels with Egypt, unlike 
the PLO which has a mission 
in Cairo. 

PLO leader Yasser Arafat 
has made several gestures to- 
wards Hamas in a bid to 
persuade them to participate 
in the first Palestinian general 
elections to be held on Janu- 
ary 20. 

But the group has so far 
said it would boycott the polls 
and refuses to drop its threat 
of anti-Israeli attacks aimed 
at destroying the PLO’s 
autonomy accords with the 
Jewish state. 

Hamas on Friday also 
vowed to keep up the armed 
struggle against Israel, on the 
eve of the eighth anniversary 
of the uprising. 


“The intifada and military 
operations against the 
occupation forces have 
taught us that struggle is the 
only way to recover our 
rights. That's why our fight 
will continue,” Hamas said in 
a statement issued in tfae 
West Bank and Gaza. 

It also attacked the PLO's 
autonomy accords with 
Israel. 

“Our people refuse to 
allow the struggle and the 
blood that has been spilled to 
be harvested only in deplor- 
able and humiliating accords 
which deny our rights," 
Hamas said in the statement. 

The intifada erupted on 
Dec. 9, 1987 but has largely 
been abandoned since the 
launch of autonomy in the 
Gaza Strip and West Bank 
enclave of Jericho in May 
1994. 


King Fahd to take rest 


(Continued from page I) 


Riyadh to treat him, promp- 
ting speculation the king is 
seriously ill. 

But a source said that King 
Fahd suffered an attack simi- 
lar to a fainting spell. Doctors 
are opdmistic he will make a 
full recovery, the source said 
on condition of anonymity. 

King Fahd was bom in 
1923, but the exact date is not 
known. That makes him 71 or 
72. He is overweight and for 
years has suffered from di- 
abetes and arthritis. He has 
cut down on travelling be- 
cause of his health problems. 

Friday's palace statement 
said King Fahd had reco- 
vered from an undisclosed 
illness and had undergone the 
necessary medical tests. 

It added that “King Fahd 
must rest on doctor's orders” 


and called on God to grant 
him “health and strength.” 

Diplomats and doctors said 
he suffered a blood clot on 
the brain. 

Medical sources in Riyadh 
say the King suffers from cir- 
culation problems in his left 
leg and has used a walking 
stick for several months. 

He uses a lift to access his 
private Boeing 747-400. 

Hie luxury plane also has 
satellite camera links with a 
hospital in Geveland, Ohio, 
allowing doctors there to su- 
pervise any in-flight treat- 
ment carried out by his 
medical team, Gulf aviation 
sources said. 

The king's condition was 
watched closely by oil mar- 
kets nervous about any possi- 
ble upheaval. 


Japanese 

reactor 

(Continued from page 12) 

supply Monju with reproces- 
sed plutonium and doubts ab- 
out the system's commercial 
sense, Japan regards the 
technology as a pillar of its 
21st century energy policy. 

Japan relies on nuclear 
reactors for 33 per cent of its 
power needs and plans to 
raise that to 42 per cent by 
2010. 

Local residents have 
strongly protested against the 
reactor out of concerns about 
a serious accident, including 
a radiation leak. 

Several countries ha^e 
tried but abandoned the de- 
velopment of the controver- 
sial fast-beeder. France 
announced in August that it 
would restart its ex- 
perimental “Super-Phoenix” 
fast-breeder reactor. 


Soviet dissidents issue warning 

(Continued from page 121 


who, along with two col- 
leagues, has been charged 
with rebellion against the 
government. 

In their open letter, the 
Soviet dissidents, among 
them Ida Nude! and Yosef 
Mendelevitch, referred to a 
new personality cult sur- 
rounding Mr. Rabin and an 
atmosphere of intolerance. 

“If wearing a kippa (skull- 
cap) or expressing a different 
opinion is going to be danger- 
sou in Israel, why do the 
Jewish people need a state of 
their own?” the letter said. 

Since Mr. Rabin's death, 
police have questioned more 
than a dozen right-wing pro- 
test leaders and rabbis about 


their views and activities. 
Several members of anti- 
Arab groups had their move- 
ment restricted, and one was 
ordered held for three 
months in so-called adminis- 
trative detention, without be- 
nefit of a trial. 

Some government officials 
have said the crackdown 
went too far. The head of the 
police serious crimes unit told 
officers that not every person 
accused of having said some- 
thing considered incitement 
needed to be investigated. 

“Not everyone who tells a 
bad joke should be interro- 
gated." said Legislator Dedi 
Zucker from die left-wing 
Meretz Party. “This is not 
healthy for a democracy." 


13 killed in north Iraq blast 


(Continued from page 12) 
and stability in northern 
Iraq." 

There was no claim of re- 
sponsibility for the bombing. 

“This cowardly act is the 
latest in a recent series of 
terrorist attacks in liberated 
northern Iraq, the INC state- 
ment said. “The atrocity fol- 
lows the bombing of an INC 
facility on Oct. 31, killing 28. 
the blast at the Erbil home of 
an INC officer on Nov. 14, 
and the attempted bombing 
of an INC office in Suleima- 


niya on Dec. 5. The INC 
condemns all these criminal 
actions as examples of Sad- 
dam Hussein's blatant viola- 
tion of international law and 
U.N. resolutions.” 

The INC offers its full 
cooperation to the U.N. and 
Kurdish authorities in Sha- 
qlawa to help in the investiga- 
tions and to bring the killers 
to justice. The INC strongly 
urges the Security Council to 
take action to protect the 
Iraqi people, and those work- 
ing to help the Iraqi people.” 


Egypt gets docile lawmakers 

(Continued from page 1) 


ides and follow up with the 
appropriate measures,” State 
Department spokesman 
Nicholas Burns said in 
Washington on Thursday. 

The U.S. made a similar 
call after the first round, but 
Mr. Mubarak denied on 
Thursday receiving any inves- 
tigation request, adding 
Washington “does not inter- 
vene in Egypt's internal 
affairs.” 

Mr. Burns said the U.S. 
was reserving judgment on 
whether the vote was demo- 
cratic until the government 
had carried out a probe and 
courts had ruled on the com- 
plaints. 


But one Egyptian expert 
predicted it “could turn into a 
battle between the legislature 
and the judiciary.” 

“The government will fight 
it in the courts and it could 
take a long time,” Mustapha 
Kamel Al Sayed, a political 
science professor at Cairo 
University, told AFP. 

“If there is no solution (in 
the lower courts), then it will 
probably go to the constitu- 
tional court," which could 
order the parliament dis- 
solved, Mr. Sayed said. 

The court dissolved the 
1987 parliament, rating that 
the state system used to elect 
it was unconstitutional, and 
new elections were held in 
1990. 




nomy 


Foreign investment 
in Israel jumps 
threefold to $1.35b 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
fjAFP) — Foreign investment 
in Israel has skyrocketed over 
The last year, jumping 
threefold to SI .35 billion, in 
another sign of growing con- 
fidence in *the country's 
booming economy, the gov- 
ernment announced Friday. 

Foreign investment for the 
first 11 months of 1995 
reached $1.35 billion, com- 
pared to S441 million during 
the same period in 1994. and 
$304 million in 1993, the Cen- 
tral Bureau of Statistics said. 

The finance ministry also 
announced that $250 million 
in Israeli government bonds 
had been Issued in the U.S. 
market for first time without 
guarantees from the United 
States Treasury Department. 

The bonds sold out im- 
mediately. and demand out- 
stripped supply by three and’ 
a half times, the ministry 
said. 

The United States had in 
the past guaranteed the 
bonds to assure investors un- 
easy about Israel's economy 
and security situation. 

The Standards and Poor 


financial survey also bumped 
up its rating of Israel this 
week from B+ + + to 
A . 

The government, however, 
also said Friday that Israel's 
current account deficit, the 
gap between imports and ex- 
ports, grew 6.4 per cent over 
the first three quarters of the 
year, compared to the same 
period in 1994. 

Total exports of goods and 
services reached $21 billion, 
-an increase of $3.4 billion 
over the same period last 
year. But it was offset by an 
even larger growth in im- 
ports, which swelled by $3.8 
billion to $28.6 billion, 
according to the Central 
Bureau of Statistics. 

Israel’s foreign debt 
reached $18.5 billion, as of 
Sept. 30. 

Much of the trade gap can 
be attributed to Israel's 
booming economy, which has 
registered an average of 5.5 
per cent growth over the last 
five years and is expected to 
climb to seven per cent this 
year, rivalling Asia’s econo- 
mic tigers. 


Yemen to lift subsidies 
on basic commodities 
over three years 


DUBAI (R) — Yemen's fi- 
nance minister has said his 
debt-ridden country was 
planning to lift subsidies on 
all basic commodities over 
the next three years under an 
economic reform program- 
me. 

Mohammad Ahmad 
Junaid told the London- 
based Saudi daily Asharq A1 
Awsat that Sanaa, which be- 
gan two-phased reforms in 
1995, would not devalue its 
currency. 

“This (lifting of subsidies) 
is a very sensitive issue be- 
cause it affects low-income 
groups," he said. “Hence, we 
will cautiously deal with the 
matter until all subsidies on 
basic items are lifted gradual- 
ly. and over three years.” 

Mr. Junaid gave no figure 
for the subsidies, but Deputy 
Premier Abdul Wahab Al 
Ansi told Reuters earlier this 
year they totalled $400 mil- 
lion. 

Sanaa in March raised the 
prices of petrol and basic 
services as part of efforts to 
reduce the chronic budget 
deficit and curb inflation. 

The price rises sparked 


riots in the southern city of 
Aden. 

Political sources in Sanaa 
said the government was ex- 
pected to further raise prices 
of fuel, electricity and water 
and to retire some govern- 
ment employees at the begin- 
ning of next year. 

Mr. Junaid said this years 
reforms “achieved successful 
results.” 

The second-phase plan, to 
start in January, will focus on 
moves towards trade liber- 
alisation, privatisation and 
operating a new free trade 
zone in the southern port of 
Aden. 

Mr. Junaid said Yemen ex- 
pected to reach a structural 
reform agreement with the 
World Bank in February “in- 
cluding basic components to 
achieve economic and finan- 
cial stability.” 

Other targets include cut- 
ting the overall budget deficit 
in 1996 to six per cent of the 
gross domestic product 
(GDP) from nine per cent in 
1995, slashing inflation to 20 
per cent from 40 per cent and 
raising economic growth to 
three per cent from one per 
cent, he added. 


Belgian premier says mark domination 
would be price of EMU collapse 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — Col- 
apse of the single currency 
programme would open die 
way for domination by tbe 
mark, Belgian Prime Minis- 
ter Jean-Luc Dehaene 
warned Friday 

Failure of efforts to launch 
a single European currency in 
1999 would “kill tbe single 
market, result in domination 
by the mark and would en- 
gender frustration which - 
could take Europe to the 
verge of disaster," he told the 
Le Soir newspaper. 

“In my view we have to 
stand by the planned criteria 


and timetable because other- 
wise we face tbe unknown. I 
am increasingly convinced 
that Europe is at a crossroads 
and it is striking that few 
people are offering any 
alternative to Maastricht,” he 
said. 

He added: “If we do not 
succeed, and given growing 
pressure for enlargement or 
the European Union, we will 
see the creation of a vast 
free-trade area which would 
increase the temptation to 
use devaluation as an instru- 
ment of economic policy." 

The wave of strikes in 
France was a passing prob- 


lem, be said. France was 
committed to monetary un- 
ion under the Maastricht 
treaty and had made dear 
that, with or without the sing- 
le currency plan, it had to 
deal with certain problems 
such as the debt. 

Any relaxation of efforts to 
strengthen public finances 
would not necessarily in- 
crease the number of jobs. 

"We must tell people that 
even without monetary union 
we must reduce the debt and 
the interest charge ... other- 
wise our entire welfare sys- 
tem will be threatened,” Mr. 
Dehaene said. 


One of the grievances of 
strikers who have paralysed 
fee French economy for two 
weeks is a plan to reform fed 
heavily-indebted social secur- 
ity system. The French gov- 
ernment faces major prob- 
lems in reducing overall pub- 
lic defidts in time to qualify 
as a founder of a single cur- 
rency on Jan. 1, 1999. 

In Germany, opinion is 
turning increasingly hostile to 
the proposed surrender of the 
marie in favour of a single 
currency which, m the public 
mind, would be more in- 
clined to erosion through in- 
flation. 


Japan business less 
glum but worries 
remain — survey 


TOKYO (R) — Japan’s ex- 
ecutives are a bit less gloomy 
these days, but economists 
said improved corporate 
sentiment could prove fragile 
and is hardly enough to per- 
suade the Bank of Japan to 
tighten its easy credit stance. 

Key data in fee Bank of 
Japan’s quarterly 'tankan” 
survey, released Friday, 
showed major firms were less 
pessimistic about the future 
at the time of the most recent 
survey in November than in 
August, when fee previous 
survey was made. 

The tankan is a closely 
watched due to interest rate 
policy and general economic 
trends. 

The tankan ’s key guage of 
corporate sentiment, the 
manufacturers’ diffusion in- 
dex, rose to minus 14 in 
November from minus 18 in 
August, while feat for non- 
manufacturers unproved to 
minus 22 from minus 28. 

The diffusion index com- 
pares companies expecting 
business to get better wife 
those foreseeing a bleaker 
future. 

Economists polled by Reu- 
ters bad forecast t*i«r fee 
makers’ diffusion index 
would improve to about 
minus 16 and feat of non- 
manufacturers to about 
minus 25. 

Among the other cheering 
data in the tankan was a 
forecast by manufacturers 
that their profits would rise 
30 per cent in fee current 
business year to next March. 
That compared with an Au- 
gust forecast of an 18.4 per 
cent increase. 

Major films also raised 
their predictions of capital 


THE Daily Crossword by Eugene Puffenberger 


ACROSS 
1 Rower, for short 
5 FBI agent 
9 Aches' partner 

14 Sitarist Shankar 

15 Vowel sequence 

16 Unexpected 
defeat 

17 Alack's partner 

1 8 China front 

19 The last frontier 

20 Atlanta pros 

23 Concert halls 

24 Kinsman: abbr. 

25 Small boy 

28 Constituent of 
steel 

33 Landlord's sign 

34 Judge's seat 

35 Goddess: LaL 

36 Houston pros 

40 Power agey. 

41 Ivy League 
students 

42 Tenant's 
contract 

43 Acid used in 
beverages 

46 Pillaged 

47 Actress Lupino 

48 Provide a chair 
for 

49 Miami pros 

57 In a state of 
wonder 

58 Architect 
Saarinen 

59 English 
composer 

60 More modem 
31 saw Elba” 

62 Vessel of 1492 

63 Painting style 

64 Fores: animal 
55 Letter opener 

DOWN 

1 Steffi of tennis 

2 Tra — 

3 Of grandparents 

4 Ascertain 

5 Dive 

6 Brainy bunch 

7 Verdi opera 

8 High time 

9 Narc target 
10 Dismay 
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1 1 “I came. — , I 

conquered” 

12 Bottle or turtle 
follower 

13 Holy women: 
abbr. 

21 “—Joy” 

22 Constellation 

25 Commence 

26 Hebrew prophet 

27 Wedding place 

28 Great fear 

29 Odds’ partners 

30 Exemplar 

31 Succinct 

32 Abated 

34 Romantic isle 

37 Caravansary 

38 Greek epic 

39 Southpaw's 
feature 

44 Mrs. Gore 

45 Cling 

46 French painter 


Thursday’s puzzle solved 



48 Ranee’s 
garment 

49 Mild oath 

50 Molding 

51 Grassy place 


52 Desideratum 

53 Parched 

54 Border lake 

55 Karenina” 

56 Briny droplet 


investment in 1995/96 to a 3.8 
per cent rise from the 3.0 per 
cent increase foreseen in fee 
last survey. That would fol- 
low an 8.3 per cent drop in 
1994/95. 

Private economists and 
central bank officials cited 
the relative weakening of the 
yen as a key factor behind fee 
improvement in business 
sentiment along wife low in- 
terest rates and a (rise in 
corporate profits due to res- 
tructuring efforts. 

“The risks (of an economic 
downturn) are diminishing 
quite substantially.” Kunihi- 
ko Takeshima, chief of the 
Bank of Japan’s Research 
and Statistics Department, 
told reporters. 

“Rather, we are now 
paying attention to how eco- 
nomic recovery will gain 
strength as time goes by,” he 
said. 

Mr. Takeshima warned,- 
however, that Japan's recov- 
ery would likely lade strength 
for a while, and cited sluggish 
overseas economies as a 
troubling factor. 

Private economists echoed 
the official caution. 

“We are probably past tbe 
worst, but the speed at which 
things will get better will 
probably be rather slow,” 
said Chris Calderwood. eco- 
nomist at Barclays De Zoete 
Wedd in Tokyo. 


China urges strong 
start to 1996 


BEIJING (AFP) — China 
stressed Friday fee .knpomoce 
of good start for fee national 
economy in 1996, as econom- 
ists warned feat crndal res- 
tructuring was needed to re- 
duce inefficiency and was- 
tage. 

A front-page editorial in 
fee People’s Daily said the 
focus for next year should be 
on the transition from a plan- 
ned to a market economy, 
while intensifying operations 
to increase efficiency. 

The editorial, entitled 
“Striving for a Good Start,” 
emphasised tbe need for 
greater investment in agricul- 
ture. swifter state sector re- 
form, strengthening anti- 
inflation measures and a 
greater opening to the out- 
ride world. 

“If we do a good job in 
these four aspects next year, 
we can say that a good start 
has been achieved,” it stud. 

The editorial followed fee 
conclusion Thursday of a key 
conference on China’s econo- 
mic agenda for 1996, at which 
top government and party 
leaders pledged to combat 
inflation and other problems 
to ensure “sound” soda! de- 
velopment. 

Referring to reforms of the 
agricultural and state sectors. 
President Jiang Zemin said 
the government “certainly 
must not underestimate fee 
problems or take them ligbt- 
fy> 

Meanwhile, a senior eco- 


nomist wife tbe State In- 
formation Centre, Xu Hon- 
gyuan, warned feat the gov- 
ernment targets laid out m 
fee ninth five year, plan, 
which begins in 1996, would 
require “a remarkable in- 
crease of fee overall quality 
and efficiency of fee national 
economy.” 

China had for too long 
maintained economic growth 
by resorting to increasing 
capital construction and 
financial input, which had 
caused low economic effi- 
ciency and a severe waste of 
resources, Mr. Xu was 
quoted as saying by the 
Xinhua news agency. 

Around 60 per cent of Chi- 
na's economic growth relies 
on increases financial inpot, 
compared to an average 20 
per cent in developed and 
newly-industrialised coun- 
tries. 

“China suffers from energy 
shortages on one hand, but 
wastes a lot of energy on the 
other, simply because of tbe 
extensive economic growth 
mode,” Mr. Xu said. . 
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French strikes 
grind into third 
week despite talks 


PARIS (R) — Transport 
strikes crippling France (frag- 
ged into a third week Friday 
and fresh violence flared de- 
spite impending talks be- 
tween trade unions and fee 
conservative government on 
disputed welfare and rail re- 
forms. 

For fee 15th day, there 
were no trains and public 
transport was at standstill in 
Paris, Marseille and Bor- 
deaux, forcing suburban 
commuters to slog through a 
total of 173 kilometres of 
traffic bottlenecks around the 
capital. 

Striking firemen closed 
down one of Paris Orly air- 
port’s two runways, and a 
stoppage by air traffic con- 
trollers cause delays. 

Violence erupted for a 
second day between striking 
miners and police in the 
northeastern town of 
Freynung-Meriebach . 

The strikers armed wife 
crowbars, metal bolts and 
rocks set fire to a mine com- 
pany building, burned street 
barricades and fought run- 
ning battles wife 700 riot 
police and paramilitary gen- 
darmes, who fired tear-gas 
and ston grenades. 

Elsewhere, youths clashed 
wife police on Thursday night 
in the western city of Nantes 
and the southern city of 
Montpellier. 


The unions leading the 
strikes — fee communist-led 
CGT and non-partisan Force 
Ouvriere — were to meet 
government-appointed 
mediator Jean Matteoti for 
first talks on tbe future of the 
indebted SNCF state railway. 

Rail union leaders said 
they would tell Mr. Matteoti, 
president of fee Consultative 
Economic and Social Coun- 
cil, the government must 
scrap both its railway and 
welfare plans and start 
afresh. 

The unions also agreed to 
meet Labour Minister Jac- 
ques Bam>t on Saturday for 
“detailed discussions” of fee 
government plan to stream- 
line the ailing social security 
system that funds health care, 
family allowance and pen- 
sions. 

But with ministers refusing 
to talk of “negotiations,” the 
unions urged their members 
to stay on strike and bold a 
new national action day with 
mass demonstrations next 
Tuesday. 

Prime Minister Alain Jup- 
pe has refused to back down 
on his plans for tax hikes, 
health cost controls and later 
pensions for public em- 
ployees to reform the debt- 
laden welfare state to prepare 
France for European monet- 
ary union. 
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THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 


STOP CALLING 
l ME IMMATURE! 

I'M NOT IMMATURE, 

| TM JUST YOUNG AT HEART! 
i SO JUST KNOCK IT OFF, OKAY? 


SOUNDS LIKE 
SOMEBODY 
NEEDS A NAP! 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hand Arnold and MBco ArgWoti 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter 10 each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 


MACHP 


m 



©IS95 TntmltoCa smea. fc. 


TOHOI 

B 





bn 


R! 

UHLOY 



ZEE 

L-! 



PATTOE 



r 



_ WHAT MOM 

demanpep FROM 
JUNIOR. 


Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


“ •• * mm mom 

(Answers Monday) 

Yesterday’s I Jumbl8S; NOBLE SHEAF AMOEBA CRAVAT 
I Answer Having a root canal takas this — 

SOME NERVE 


Peanuts 


SO WHAT ARE 
DOING, MARCIE? 



JUST LYING 
IN BED 
READING 



DO YOU WEAR 
YOUR GLASSES 
WHEN YOU'RE 
SLEEPING? 


SURE, SO I 
CAM SEE WHAT 
I'M DREAMING 



THERE5 NO UOVBT 
IN MY MIND, 
MARCIE, THAT YOU 
ARE EXCESSIVELY 
WEIRD.. 



Andy Capp 



USELESS 

am i zr 

RIGHt/ , 
WE'LL SEE-] 





fl to. 


Mutt’n’Jeff 



HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR SATUR- 
DAY 9 , 1995 

ARIES: (Marcfr 21* to April 

19) This morning today is 
good for beatifying your 
borne, but in the evening 
doing something thoughtful 
for a fellow associate is wise. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 

20) This day can be happy for 
you if you spend it with con- 
genial friends and loved ones, 
but take time for some health 
treatments in the evening. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 

21) Be more skillful at hand- 
ling home affairs today and 
you get better results, then 
you can get out to the amuse- 
ments you tike. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) This is a good 
day for shopping and running 
errands, but pay attention to' 
price, then this evening, 
spend time at home. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Gear up financial affairs m 
the morning today, and feel 
better about them. Get data 
for added business dealings in 
tbe days ahead. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Get rid of that 
bothersome situation in the 
morning, and you can delve 
into something practical and 
worthwhile in the evening. 

UBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Be more objec- 
tive and get rid of that secret 
worry early today. Do what- 
ever will make outside rela- 
tionships more ideal with fee 
one you love. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) *If you have 
had a disagreement with a 
friend today, try to resolve it 
during the day, so that 
tonight you can be wife you 
mate. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) You 
cannot understand how to 
take care of a worldly affair 
without assistance, so waft 
until it is clear to you. Pursue 
personal goals. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 
to January 20) You find that 
a new idea can lead to obsta- 
cles so study it well first 
today, then get into public 
career activities you like. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Be most careful 
in handling business affairs 
today, or you can have a loss. 
Make any corrections which 
are necessary. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Have long talks 
with a fellow associate and 
resolve some affair which is 
important to you both. Fol- 
low through with some plan 
of importance. 


Birthstone of December: 
quoise — Zircon 
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UAE set to make 
record profits in ’95 


\BU DHABI (AFP) — Un- 
. > ted Arab Emirates (UAE) 
ranks are performing better 
“•' ..'ll 1995 due to a business 
.*■: . ipswing and their net profits 
set to bat a record by the 
\ V of the year, bankers and 
• : : V ' sconomist5 have said. 

: . Unaudited balance sheet 

•.Circulated among banks 
:- v bowed most of them have 
^ exceeded the record earnings 
, f ;J f 1994 by more than five per 
•--.'“•sent and they expect the pro- 
- its during the whole year to 
‘.;ie the "highest ever. 

■ “UAE banks - hr general 
lerformed better this year 
; ' .^ [oe to an upturn in trade and 
'■'-■..Construction activities,” a- 
‘ .Ciank manager told AFP. 
"'Other factors are that the 
- . tanks have consolidated their 
" inancial postion in tine with 
-:.:l'entral bank instructions and 


have overcome the problem 
of bad debts which had 
adversely affected their per- 
formance in the past.” 

Central banks figures 
showed the Gulf country’s 47 
banks sharply boosted credits 
this year to face growing busi- 
ness, mostly in the commer- 
cial and construction sectors, 
the main beneficaries of bank 
loans in the region. 

Credits surged to around 
71.7 billion dirhams ($19.53 
billion) by the end of June 
from 65.17 billion dirhams 
($17.75 billion) at the end of 
1994. Bankers said there was 
an equivalent rise in the 
second half. 

Several banks have 
boosted their capital to main- 
tain their market share in 
credit activity after the cen- 
tral bank introduced curbs on 
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U.S. Dollar in International Markets 


Currency 

Kiw York 
CtCM 

*■''<)/ JJ/95 

Tokyo 

Clo'ii 

,Wr 7/f?/95 

Sterling Pound 

1.5420 

1.5422** 

Deutsche Mark 

1.44t, 5 

1.4455 

Swiss Franc 

1.1110 

l.lbli** 

Frmcb Franc 

4.9600 

4.9766 *• 

Japanese Yen 

101. bO 

101.46 

European Currem Unit 

1.2750 

1.2776** 
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Eurocurrency Interest Rates 


Date; 7/17/1995 
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Currency 

1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

12 MTHS 

VS. Dollar 

5.66 

5.5* 

5.37 

5.75 

Surfing Pound 

i'.62 

6.44 

6.30 

6.25 

Deutsche Mark 

5.45 

3.75 

5.62 

3.56 

Swiss franc 

2.25 

2.00 

1.S7 

1.61 

French Franc 

5. SI 

5. SI 

5.b2 

5.62 

Japanese Yen 

fl. 22 

0.25 

0.50 

0.51 

European Currency Unit 

5.43 

5.41 

5.25 

5.12 
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Precious Metals 
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Metal | 

USD'Oz 

JD/Gm 

Mrul 

USD/Oz 

JD/Gm 

Gold ' 

3SS.75 

7.70 

Silver 

5.77 

0.100 
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Ccwtnt Bank of Jordan 
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jfY Date: 7/J2-I995 


V' \. 


Cmrency 

Bid 

Offer 

ILS. Dollar 

0.71W 

0.7/00 

Sterling Pound 

1.0909 

1.0964 

Deutsche Mark 

0.4399 

0.4925 

Swiss Franc 

0.0055 

0.b0S5 

French Franc 

0.1422 

0.1424 

Japanese Yen 

0.6964 

0.7004 

Dutch Guilder 

0.4573 

0.4395 

Swedish Krona 



Italian lira' 

0.0444 

0.0446 

Belgian Franc 
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Other Currencies 
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Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

I.io70 

r.S7Sl7 

l^banese lira" 

0.044700 

0.044b00 

Saudi Kiyal 

0.1670 

. 0.IS9S 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

2.5070 

2.5670 

(Jalari Rival * 

B 1937 

0.1945 

Egyptian Pound 

0.7/00 

• 0.2200": 

Omani Riyal 

/ . 4330 

1.6410 

UAE Dirham 

0.1922 

0.1933 

Greek Drachma 

0.2S0S 

0.3000 

Cyprioi Pound 

1.5000 

1.5500 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets 
Friday. 


One 
Gold (ounce) 


1.3690/00 

Canadian dollar 

1.4469/79 

Deutsche marks 

1.6202/12 

Dutch guilders 

1.1714/24 

Swiss francs 

29.74/78 

Belgian francs 

4.9827/77 

French francs 

1591.8/3.3 

Italian lire 

101.33/43 

Japanese yen 

6.6550/50 

Swedish crowns 

6.3500/50 . 

Norwegian crowns 

5.5928/28 

Danish crowns 

1.4153/55 

Singapore dollars 

0.7399/04 

Australian dollars 

7.7335/45 

Hong Kong dollars 

$1.5302/12 


$389.30/389.60 
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lending to prevent a repeti- 
tion of the UAE's worst 
banking crisis in mid 1980s. 

The crisis was caused by a 
rush in providing loans, lead- 
ing to an accumulation of bad 
and doubtful debts and forc- 
ing several banks to merge to 
avoide collapse. Other banks 
had to set aside large portions 
of their annual net profits to 
build loan loss provisions. 

“You can say the bad debt 
problem has become a matter 
of the past. This is helping 
banks to make higher pro- 
fits," said Zuhair Kaswani of 
A1 Sharhan Company, an 
economy, real-estate and 
stockbrokerage institution. 

“Apart from this factor, 
UAE banks have largely ex- 
-panded their operations in 
providing persona! loans 
while the four Sharjah banks 
which had financial problems 
have recovered. According to 
my information, most banks 
in the UAE will make higher 
earnings in 1995 over the 
record profits of last year,” 
be added. 

Net profits by the UAE's 
18 national banks and 28 
foreign units peaked at 2.31 
billion dirhams ($629 million) 
in 1994 mainly because of an 
increase in credits to con- 
struction and trade sectors. 

Planning ministry statistics 
showed the UAE's imports 
and exports grew to around 
169 billion dirhams ($46 bil- 
lion) in 1994 from 158 billion 
dirhams ($43 billion) in 1993. 
It projected the trade to in- 
crease to nearly 177 billion 
dirhams ($48.22 billion) in 
1995. 

4> The value of the market 
share is the only barometer 
for the performance of any 
institution. We build our 
judgement on the movement 
of die share rather than the 
statements by such institu- 
tions.” Mr. Kaswani said. 
“So far this year, the average 
value of shares traded in the 
local market has risen by 
between five and 15 per cent. 
This shows most banks and 
companies which trade in the 
market are performing well.” 

More than 40 local banks 
and firms trade their shares in 
the UAE stock market and 
most of them publish only 
annual results despite calls 
for issuing quarterly or semi- 
annual balance sheets to help 
investors. 

The increase in the price of 
their shares boosted the 
1,000-point stock index by 
around 8.5 per cent to 
2,128.06 on Wednesday from 
1,960.20 at the start of the 
year. 


Share prices at AFM recover 


By a Jordan Times Staff 

Reporter 

AMMAN — Shares prices 
recovered by more than two 
per cent in the Jordanian 
stock market this week as 
investors sought solace in 
companies tipped to post 
good annual performance fi- 
gures, brokers said Friday. 

The recovery, though short 
of optimistic expectations, 
comes after a continued de- 
cline for four weeks resulting 
from a strong crunch on li- 
quidity as funds were chan- 
nelled to primary issues and 
real estate transactions as 
well as to high-yield short- 
term government bonds, the 
brokers said. 

The weekly report of the 
Amman Financial Market 
(AFM) said volume for the 
week ending was 2.8 million 
dinars, half the previous 
week's 5.5 million dinars. 

The week saw 1.7 million 
shares changing hands under 
2,600 contracts, with daily 
average trading registered at 
600,000 dinars, compared 
with the previous week 1.1 
million dinars, the report 
said. 

The official AFM index 
based on 60 major companies 


Closed at 152 points, 3.3 
points, or 2.2 per cent, up 
from the week's opening of 
148.7 points. 

Separate sectoral indices 
showed that commercial 
banks gained 3.8 per cent, 
insurance firms 1.1 per cent 
and services companies 0.1 
per cent while industrials dip- 
ped by 0.3 per cent. 

Industrials accounted for 
the highest volume in sectoral 
trading on a turnover of 1.37 
million dinars or 48.3 per 
cent of the weekly volume, 
followed by commercial 
banks with 1.03 million di- 
nars. the services sector with 
430,000 dinars and insurance 
stocks with 8,000 dinars. 

Stocks of 88 companies 
were traded the week. When 
business closed for the week, 
41 companies had gained, 33 
had dipped and 14 remained 
unchanged. 

AFM dealers, who cannot" 
be identified under standing 
market guidelines said, the 
recovery in the market was 
the result of expectations thar 
many companies were ex- 
pected to announce better 
than expected performance 
during 1995. 

“The actual rise in prices 
should have been much high- 


er at this time of the year,” 
said a broker. “But the shor- 
tage of funds in the market 
depressed enthusiasm.” 

Funds from the market 
were channelled to high- 
interest short-term certifi- 
cates of deposit offered by 
the Central Bank of Jordan 
and to real estate dealings as 
well as to meet shareholder’s 
obligations to meet subscrip- 
tion calls for paid-up capital 
instalments by companies, 
the broker said. 

“Furthermore, dozens of 
companies are also being set 
□p, and thus a part of the 
funds also went to the prim- 
ary market” for the new 
issues, said the broker. 

"The market performed 
badly in the last two months 
of the year, but a recovery 
could be expected early in the 
new year,” added the broker. 

However, other market 
observers said the market 
needed an urgent inflow of 
fresh capital, part of which 
could come in the form of 
foreign investments. But thar 
is possible only with the 
enactment of new regula- 
tions, which are in the works, 
that would lift some of the 
restrictions on foreign dealers 
entering the market. 


Pakistan stock market 
capitalisation suffers massive loss 


KARACHI (AFP) — 
Pakistan's main stock ex- 
change has lost almost a 
quarter of its market capi- 
talisation this year, trigger- 
ing widespread concern 
over the adverse impact on 
the country's economy. 

The total market capita- 
lisation has slumped during 
the period to 308 billion 
rupees ($8.8 billion) from 
400 billion rupees ($11.4 
billion) 11 months ago, 
officials at Karachi Stock 
Exchange (KSE) said. 

The KSE 100 shares in- 
dex hit a record low of 
1,322 points last week after 
sliding since March 1994 
when it peaked at 2,661. 

The last nine weeks have 
been particularly damag- 
ing, as T the index lost about 
100 points. 

KSE President Siraj 
Qasim told AFP the main 
reasons behind the fall in- 
cluded the deteriorating 
Iaw-and-order situation, a 
liquidity strain on the 
bourse and severely dam- 
pened interest by local and 
foreign investors. 

More than 1,700 people 
have been killed in 
Karachi, the nation's com- 
mercial capital, this year. 

Analysts also cited, as a 


reason for the index's fall, 
the recent seven per cent 
devaluation of the rupee 
against the dollar as well as 
a now-settled row with 
Emirates Bank over pay- 
ment of excise duty. 

Amid the market slump, 
rumours spread that the 
government was danger- 
ously short of funds and 
that foreign exchange re- 
serves had dropped to the 
point that private foreign- 
currency accounts may be 
frozen. 

However, emphatic de- 
nials by Prime Minister Be- 
nazir Bhutto and the cen- 
tral State Bank of Pakistan 
(SBP) have helped dispel 
apprehensions about the 
economy. 

“The government has no 
"plan to. impose foreign- 
exchange control, freeze 
foreign-exchange accounts 
or use safety deposits. 
These all are baseless 
rumours,'’ Ms. Bhutto 
said. 

The prime minister has 
called the presidents of the 
KSE and two other stock 
exchanges in Lahore and 
Islamabad to a meeting in 
the capital Sunday to con- 
sider ways of pulling the 
market out of the crisis. 


Market analysts expect 
the KSE will urge the gov- 
ernment to shore up the 
market with injection of 
funds by its investment in- 
stitutions. 

Sources at KSE said 
another factor was that 
foreign investors were 
generally pulling out from 
faltering emerging mar- 
kets. “It is only natural that 
foreigners now like to in- 
vest near home,” said' 
Yasin Lakhani, a former 
KSE president. 

Many believe 'that the 
violence in Karachi has 
shaken investor confi- 
dence. 

“No doubt the Karachi 
bourse is attractive but 
being an investor I cannot 
take risks an will rather 
wait "until the situation im- 
proves,” said a foreign in- 
vestor. 

The government has 
sworn that the economy is 
stable and that there is no 
cause for alarm over 
foreign-exchange reserves 
which contain $1.2 billion. 
In addition, the govern- 
ment said, the Internation- 
al Monetary Fund agreed 
last month to a $600 million 
standby credit. 



Batayneh expects JIC 
to earn JD IS million 
in investment returns 

frfr THE JORDAN Investment Corporation (JIC) is likely 
to make a JD 25 million profit this year from its investment 
in more than 600 public and private shareholding com- 
panies, JIC Director-General Mohammad Batayneh has 
said. The profit will be JD 1 million more than the figure of 

1994. Mr. Batayneh described 1996 as the beginning of the 
process to activate real investments in Jordan as well as the 
starting point to real involvement in the projects outlined at 
the Amman economic summit. 

JIC, which is the legal successor of the Pension Fund, is 
considered the investment arm of the government, follow- 
ing an investment policy drawn according to directives from 
the board of directors, the corporation is governed by a 
spatial law that specifies its functions and obligations 
mainly in looking for investment opportunities and promot- 
ing feasible projects in cooperation with the public and 
private sectors either in conducting studies or in the 
establishment process. The JIC operates on commercial 
basis, as it aims at generating profit from setting up projects 
and industries, and its assets at present are the contribu- 
tions from the pension fund and the participation of the 
government in public shareholding companies and new 
companies set up by the corporation. 

Mr. Batayneh said JIC had participated with the private 
sector in conducting feasibility studies for conveyor belt 
projects, a grain mill in Aqaba, steel sheets scheme and 
other industries in cooperation with the armed forces. He 
added that the studies have confirmed the economic 
feasibility of the projects which, in the next stage, will be 
set up with the participation of the private sector. The JIC 
chief said many industrial companies were established in 

1995, among which a JD 60 million holding company with 
the participation of the potash and the phosphate com- 
panies and the private sector, to extract minerals from the 
Dead Sea. Another project set up this year was a JD 4.8 
million metal casting company. 

Mr. Batayneh announced the establishment of a com- 
pany, with the private sector, for hotel management as the 
international Melia company will be managing three hotels 
in Amman and Aqaba. JIC also transformed the Veterin- 
ary Vaccination Centre into a JD 1.5 milion public 
shareholding company with a 70 per cent equity from the 
private sector. In addition, JIC established a tomato paste 
factojy in Mafraq at a cost of JD 6 million and a project for 
freezing and canning vegetables and fruit at an investment 
cost of JD 3.5 million, with an 80 per cent equity coming 
from the private sector. 

The JIC chief regarded tourism as the most important 
sector attracting foreign investment and, as such, he said 
the corporation was ready to discuss offers to buy any of its 
stakes in tourism facilities. The JIC offered its equity in the 
Marriott Hotel for sale but did not receive any offer until 
now. In addition to investments, the corporation plays an 
important role in remedying the problems of troubled 
companies. 

JICs portfolio of investments in 60 public and private 
shareholding companies amounts to more than JD 170 
million (A1 Dustour). 

Exports rise by 24 per cent 

*rtr STUDIES PREPARED by the Amman Chamber of 
Industry show that exports during the first nine months of 
this year increased by about 24 per cent over the same 
period of 1994 having reached a total of JD 710 million 
compared to JD 560 million. The amount accounts for 90 
per cent of total 1994 exports. Imports rose slightly by JD 
167 million during the period covered reaching a total of JD 
1,893 million, 39 per cent of which was met by exports. The 
studies point out that the increase in imports was covered 
nearly four times by the rise in exports (AI Ra’i). 
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Gems of the world . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs 


Amra Hotel Shops 
6th circle, Amman . 



Furnished Apartment 
For Rent . 

iln Um Uthaina, 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, , 
ground floor, telephone. 
Other apartments andi 
villas * 

Fumished/unfumished for i 
rent or sale 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Tet 810605, 810609, 810520 



STUDIO 

Professional 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film «t 
our shop and get- 

• jummo 

atom 30% 



»• •nlarpo* 
20 x 30 am 


A SECURE 

Hotel 

Sweiftyeh 



it.O.TEL 

-SECURITY 
^'HOSPITALITY 
X’' GASTRONOMY 


All Suites Hotel 

FLAT O. TEL 
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1&OX (jjluUU <bSjLJJ 

863944 - 816690 


cafe- 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE’ 

Sweifiyeh 


Sanabel 

REAL ESTATE 


FOR RFIVF 


apart. 

3 bedroom* 

3 Bathroom* 

| XU. aocdlnble+Qartxge 
Jabal Amman 
circle 





for farther details please call 

Tel. 864230 
Fax. 864231 


Ijjm AddMM w Anutm 



Cti\ 


Quality Furnished Suites 


One and Two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 


5th Circle - 692672 


DOLLAR 


RENTA CAR 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeiscmi 
TeL mm 




SZEEHWAIV GWENS 
BONES RESTAURANT 

I Opm ll-JQ. JJBt&se- If Ihpn 

Take away It avmBabim 

Smt Ahfiyb 

Un UMnaft Contmdd Cmtra 

Tsu an 174 



s* 


Teppcinyalti 
Sashimi 
Sushi 


For Res. 312597 - 814118 
Mecca St. Daoud Center 


Jerusalem 

& 

1?ctW cli cm 


Srit it C SCClf.’ 



Ask about 
eat special 
How Yew 
package of | 

CAIRO 


Jerusalem Express Travel 

faunlAbdril 5*5115 (dowflml 122151 
had 277607 . Zanp 982516 .AqUa 314331 



Lunch & Dinner 


SHMESANI TEL 680093 




Shopping at 

MAm, 

makes my Ma happy 
& elegant inspite 
of the EXTRA WEIGHT 
I am causing her! 



Al-Um store 

Insurance BuBdlng 
Jebd Amman 
3/ddrcte 
Tel: 658490 


Maternity & Children 's wear 


THE FIRST & ONLY; 


FRESH PORK MEAT 
JNFUHAIS 



- DAILY SLAUGHTER AT 
OUR FARM 

-FRESH CUTS TO YOUR 
TASTE. 

POR INQUIRIES, CALL : 


1079128876 SHOP. OR 684023 OFFICE 



Abdoun - Tel : 819564 
Mobil Phone - (079) 29339. 



NOUROZ Restaurant j§3a 
JUbaiArnnen.M Cfeda 

Tat 642830 rS: 


WSLMNgKgl A MCg fflOW O ; 

uteamwccHrnHEinAi; O 


AVIS RENTACAR 


RENT A PHONE 

when you pick 
up vour kevs 








\\ c t c> ’Inn dir 


Tel. 699420 


CBOWM HOTi 


MEflED 
MG P001 
(JACUZZI 
BOOM 



TEL 758180 




603843*690187 . 
RADIO A TV STATION RK)J 


ASSARAYA 

Rent a car 


Head Office 

Tel. 06-684771 / Fax 684973 
Aqaba Office 
Tel. 03-316265 /Fax 316265 
Emergency Call 24 Hours 
079 / 21526 

ShmlsanJ King Abdullah Gardens 
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No live doves for Atlanta ceremonies 

N. Korea, Afghanistan set to miss centennial games 


KARUIZAWA, Japan (AP) 
— The doves of peace have 
been grounded. 

For the first time at a 
summer Olympics since 1920, 
the opening ceremonies at 
next year's centennial games 
in Atlanta will not feature the 
traditonal release of live 
doves. 

The Atlanta Committee 
for the Olympic Games 
announced that, in the in- 
terest of the birds’ welfare, 
the ceremonies will include 
only a “symbolic and theat- 
rics release of doves.. 

ACOG has been under 
pressure from animal rights 
groups not to use live doves 
in order to prevent a repeat 
of what happened at the 1988 
Seoul Olympics — when 
flocks of doves went up in 
flames as the cauldron was 
lit. 

ACOG president Billy 
Payne informed the Interna- 
tional Olympic Committee 
executive board that doves 
will be safe when Atlanta 
stages its opening ceremony 
on the evening of July 19. 

“Because it will be total 
nighttime, we elected not to 
put at risk any of these anim- 
als,” Payne said. “We also 
thought the best way to do it 
was a little bit more theatri- 
cally and a little bit more 
symbolically.” 

Payne gave no details of 
how the ceremonial release 
will be carried out but said no 
one will miss it. 

The traditional of releasing 
live doves as a symbol of 
peace started at the 1920 
Olympics in Antwerp. The 
release has been part of the 
ceremonies at every games 
since then, except at the 1994 
Winter Olympics in Lille- 
hammer when dove-shaped 
balloons were used because 
of the bitter cold. 

The International Olympic 
Committee supported 
ACOG's decision, noting 
that the Olympic charter re- 
quires only a symbolic release 


of doves at the opening cere- 
monies. 

The dove decision was 
announced as Atlanta offi- 
cials briefed the IOC on the 
final plans for die three-hour 
opening ceremony. 

Payne maintained 
ACOG's tight lid of secrecy 
on the details of the cere- 
monies, reiterating only that 
they will celebrate three main 
themes: youth, the American 
south and the centennial of 
the modem Olympics. 

IOC President Juan Anto- 
nio Samaranch said he was 
impressed with the plans. 

“We think this opening 
ceremony will be first class," 
he said. “We know very' well 
that the United States are the 
masters in this type of specta- 
cle, not only for spectators 
but for billions watching on 
TV, it will be historical cere- 
monies." 

The Atlanta presentation' 
followed Sait Lake City's first 
report to the IOC since being - 
awarded the 2002 Winter 
Games last June. 

Salt Lake officials Tiad 
been bidding for the Games 
for nearly 30 years before 
finally succeeding on their 
fifth attempt. 

“I still can’t believe we’re 
here as an organising com- 
mittee rather than a bid com- 
mittee," panel Chairman 
Frank Joklik said. “Whenev- 
er we have a tittle time, I 
want to go out and lobby 
someone. But that is not lon- 
ger appropriate to do.” 

IOC sajrs four-year bans too 
harsh: The International 
Swimming Federation went 
too far by adopting four-year 
suspensions for first-time 
steroid offenders, top IOC 
officials said Tuesday. 

At a special congress in 
Rio de Janeiro last week, 
FINA doubled its penalty for 
swimmers testing positive for 
performance-enhancing 
drugs. 

The move, which followed 
a series of doping scandals 


involving Chinese swimmers, 
conflicts with international 
Olympic committee guide- 
lines calling for two-year sus- 
pensions. 

“We want penalties to be 
severe but not so severe that 
an athlete cannot come 
back,” senior IOC executive 
board member Dick Pound 
said. “It seems four years 
runs that risk.” 

FINA is foe second major 
international federation to 
ignore the IOC guidelines. In 
August, the International 
Amateur Athletic Federa- 
tion, world track’s governing 
body, rejected proposals to 
adopt a two-year suspension 
and upheld its four-year rule. 

Record entries for Atlanta: 

A record 195 countries 
have accepted invitations to 
complete at next summer's 
Atlanta Olympics, with only 
North Korea and Afghanis- 
tan failing to Teply. 

Atlanta has surpassed the 
previous high of 169 entries 
set at the 1992 Barcelona 
Games. 

The invitations were sent 
to 197 national Olympic com- 
mittees July 19, a year before 
the start of foe Games. The 
deadline for replies was Nov. 
15. 

IOC director general Fran- 
.cois Canard said there was 
no answer from either North 
Korea or Afghanistan. He 
said foe Koreans’ silence was 
in line with the communist 
country’s isolationist policies, 
while “communications prob- 
lems” might explain why 
there was no word from 
Afghanistan. 

Afghanistan did not take 
part in foe 1992 Games be- 
cause of foe country’s civil 
war and remains torn by in- 
ternal strife. 

North Korea did send a 
team to Barcelona after 
boycotting foe 1988 Games in 
Seoul and the 1984 Games in 
Los Angeles. North Korea 
previously competed in 1980 


at Moscow and 1976 at Mon- 
treal. 

Dick Pound, an IOC ex- 
ecutive board member, said 
the North Koreans’ absence 
was not surprising. 

“Their non-participation 
would be consistent with 
their virtual total isolation," 
he said. “It’s less a boycott 4 
than an application or an 
internal policy. They haven’t 
pairidjjated in any sports 
competition in foe last year 
or so.” 

Seating is disbelieving for 
Atlanta Games: When it com- 
es to ticket requests to the 
1996 Olympics, complaints 
have come as fast as orders. 

Only about 249,000 of the 
337,000 Americans who sent 
mail orders • for Olympics 
seats will actually receive 
tickets through the organis- 
ers’ lottery system. Most will 
receive only half of what they 
sought. 

Between 37,000 and 88,000 
people who entered the com- 
puterized lottery failed to re- 
ceive tickets for such popular 
events. * 



Tennis star Monica Seles is lifted op by basketball star ' 
ShaqtdDe O’Neal after a press conference at the All-Star 
Cafe in New York December 6. Seles will join O'Neal, 


Andre Agassi, Wayne Gretzky, Ken Griffey Jr. and Joe 
Montana as partners in foe restaurant (Reuters photo) 
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EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

FOR THE OFFICE OF THF GFNIiRAI. MANAGER 


- Should hold a University degree in Business Administration or 
English language with minimum 7 years experience in a similar 
position. 

- Should be fluent in English Language, and fully capable to write 
business letters-reports and communicate perfectly in English 
Language. 

- ShouTd have excellent Secreterial skills and office organization 
experience including all daily routine work plus the capability to use all 
office machines. 

- Should be ready to work two daily shifts. 8.30-13.30 and 15.30-18.30 
Weekend Thursday afternoon. 

Excellent salary' will be offered to the successful candidate. 

Only serious and qualified candidates may apply to the: 

General Manager , 

Fax No. 864189 Amman- Jordan 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
* TAN N AH HIRSCH 
ei»4 T>*v>f Una SMca me 

ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q. 1 • Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦AKQ10768 04 OA43 *8? 
East opens the bidding with one 
heart What do you bid now? 

A - This is going to be a guessing 
game. Either side could have slam; 
neither might be able to make 
game. Under those circumstances, 
you might as well make the oppo- 
nents guess first. Jump to four 
spades 

Q. 2 - Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold; 


The bidding has proceeded- 
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
la 20 Pas* Put 

What do you bid now? 

A ■ You have a very powerful hand 
that is suitable for play in any one 
1 of three suits. For that reason, no 
spade hid describes the hand ade- 
quately. The correct action is to 
double. Since partner has not yet 
bid. that is for takeout. 

Q. 4 ■ Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 


*» 07 42 OAK h 76 S *AQ4 * 8 C * 6 0AS4 *KQJl06S4 


The bidding has proc ee ded: 

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 
lO DU SC 7 
What do you bid now? 

A • No diamond bid Is going to come 
dose to doing your hand justice The 
way to show your strength u start with 
a cue-bid of three henna, then bid dia- 
mond! si Cheaply ■■ possible when the 
bidding next gets round to you. 

Q. 3 - Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 


The bid ding has proceeded- 
NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 

l* Paae 2* Pam 

Pas. ? 

What do you bid now? 

A - We know that three clubs sug- 
gests a rather weaker hand, but 
whal would you like to do? Your 
hand is not nearly good enough to 
force to game; besides, a jump to 
four dubs might take you bey ond 
your only makable game, three no 


«KJ1O002 oVoid OA10 8 2 OAKS tn,n, P- Bid three cluhs. 


Q.5 - As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

oA K 10 3 9KJ72 OAQ3 *RQ 

Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with three cluhs What 
action do you take? 


A - We hope you didn't even consid- 
er three no trump with only one 
stopper in the enemy suit, and 22 
points in high cards! Make a take- 
out double, in the hope that partner 
can bid a major. Your real problem 
could come on the' next round 

Q. 6 * North-South vulnerable, as 
South you hold- 


*76 9AK1O702 : >A6 4.KJ4 

The bidding has proceeded: 

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 
60 Pass Pass ? 

Whot action do you lake? 

A- We have harped on Lhc fact 
uwt. if you pa*, with this t vpe of 
hand, mt j are going to he su.lon 
blind. Bid five hearts When this 
• tend was played in the 1990 
v anderbili Team*. South elected to 
pass and North held. *K -1 OJ 9 8 
54 3 09 *A 10 9 8. As the cards 
lav. sue hearts depended on no more 
than guessing Lhe location of the 
queen of cluhs - not too difficult on 
this auction. 
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Things That Go Together J|§|)pmg A niraal Soundtracks 
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Qweider Establishment Introduces new 
perfume from Fragonard 

General Manager of Qweider Trading Establishment Alt 
Qweider Thursday held a press conference at the Jordan 
InterContinental hotel, during which he introduced the 
new perfume Le Soleil for Women from .the well- 
known French perfume house. Fragonard . tifoich was 
established in the 16th century . Mr Qweider said the new 
flower perfume is light and fresh, noting that it derives 
its inspiration from foe sun, whose light, and heat inject 
life in every thing around i£ ! He added that the new 
perfume combines the smells of jasmine, orange flower, 
memosa. rose, white and purple tulip, in addition to other 
flower scents. "It is for foe woman who likes glittering 
light, and shining look and smiles ", he said. 


JORDAN 



WE’RE LOOKING 
FOR GREAT PEOPLE V 



NEW FULLY FURNISHED APARTMENT NEAR 
UN OFFICES IN SHMESANI 


3 bedrooms , 2 main and 2 service bathrooms , 
living room with fireplace , spacious salon with 
dining comer . large kitchen , 2 balconies , central 
heating , complete story view , 2nd floor , lift, . 
utilities ready for tenancy . 

Interested Tenants ONLY' call : 602883 (9:00-1 9:00) 

OR 079 - 24204 


Furnished Ground Floor 


Furnished ground floor for rent, 1st circle, 
excellent location, with Telephone and Garage, 
consists of : 

3 Bedrooms, Dining Room, Central Heating, 
Living Room and 2 Bathrooms. 

Very Reasonale Price 

if interested please call 618822, 
Between 3:00 - 6:00 pm. 



o^o 

r * 


The House of African Art 



FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Location :Swefieh, near Suhaib Mosque. 
Mosque.Consists of 3 bedrooms, 

3 balconies, sitting room, salon and 
dining room, 2 bathrooms.The flat is 
on the 3rd floor with telephone possibility. 
Call Tel.: 695788, Eng. Jamal. 


TO JOIN OUR INTERNATIONAL 
COMPANY IN JORDAN 

IF YOU ARE : 

• HIGHLY MOTIVATED •TEAM PLAYER 

» AMBITIOUS •COMPETITIVE 

■ ENGLISH FLUENT • WILLING TO GROW 

8 MALES OR FEMALES WELCOME 

• CAR IS AN ASSET 


APPLY IN PERSON WITH GY ANTI PICTI RE 


Next To Cinema Concord 

689669 - 693631 


Make Your Christmas 
Gifts Extra Special 

Discount 15% 


Season's Greetings 


Al-Buij (Tower) BuikSng, Ground Floor Telefax: 612104 


TWO FURNISHED APARTMENTS 
IN WESTERN SHMEISANI FOR RENT 

* The first is a 200 $q.m. independent first floor apartment consisting 
of two bedrooms, guest room, sitting room, dining, glassed-in 
veranda, garden and garage. 

* The second is a 220 sq.m., second floor apartment, consisting of 
three bedrooms, guest room, Irving room, glassed-in veranda. 

Each of the two apartments has independent central heating, 
telephone, maid room, spacious kitchen and luxurious furniture. 

Please call Tel.: 665711, 664256. 


Jordan Times 
Telephone Numbers 
699634 - 684311 

Advertisement Dept. 667171 Ext. 223 


ANNOUNCEMENT 
THE CENTRAL BANK OF JORDAN 

The Central Bank of Jordan announces that, in 
conformity with the law of the Central Bank and the 
bylaw of the issuance of Jordanian Currency No. 
(11) year 1995. a modified third issue JD 20 
banknote will be put in circulation as from Saturday 
9/12/1195. 

The specifications of the new note are completely 
the same as the note currently in circulation, 
except for the following modifications:- 

* The phrase The Hashemite Kingdom ofJordan M 
in Arabic has been added to the front of the note. 

* The Phrase The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan' 1 
in English has been added to the back. 

’ T £ e dates ( b °th the Hejira and Gregorian) in' 
.Arabic has been placed to the right of the dates in 
English on the back of the note. 

The modified note will circulate alongside the 
existing note and both shall remain in circulation as 
legal tender. 



CINEMA TEL: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

CINEMA TEL- 699238 

PLAZA 

g 

Kevin Costner 
in 

WATERWORLD 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:30, 10:45 

Nadia A3 Jundi, Farouq Flshawi 
and Mahmoud Hamideh 
in 

A Woman Who shook 
the Throne iof Egypt 

(Arabic) „ 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 63# 830, 1030 


CINEMA * TEL: 677420 

CONCORD 

~ «■ CONCORD *1" 

Nadia A1 Jundi, Farouq Flshawi 
and Mahmoud Hamideh ...in 
A Woman Who shook the Throne 
^ Egypt 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, G, 8:15, 10:30 

CONCORD “2" 

Sylvester Stallone.. in 

ASSASSINS 

. Shows: 3:30, 6, 8:15, 10:15 * 


AMMOUN THEATRE 

TEL: 618274 - 618275 

Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL: 625155 

MUSA HIJAZIN 
“ Sumaa" , 

Hi Citizen 

dally at 8:30 p.m. 
Written & directed by 
Mohammad Shawaqfeb 

in view of the travel 
<of the actors abroad * 
the theatre is closed 
until further.notice. 


7 
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SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Former Olympians honoured 

^L Y S^u?Si ^Ti. Fo ^f^ 0lyinpians Didc B “tton. 

«rfey Albnght Blakely, Bifl Cleary, Jim Craig. Dorothy 
amui and Diann Roffe-Stemrotter were named Thursday 
the top 100 Olympic champions in history. Other 
Olympic champions, chosen by the USOC and the 
4LS. Olympic Alumni Association, were Andrea Mead 
Lawrence, Phil Mahre, Maivin Whitfield, Glen Davis Dan 


K 


Moore, Jack McCartan and Kristi Yamaguchi, So far GO 
former Olympians have been chosen for the 100 best list, 
and the rest wOl be named in the nmup to the 1996 Summer 

' Olympics in Atlanta. 

NBA referees sign 5-year pact 

NEW YORK (R) — The National Basketball Association 
and the National Basketball Referees Association «igTwri a 
five-year labour agreement on Thursday, ending the more 
than two-month lockout of referees, the NBA said. The 
referees will begin a five-day training camp Thursday night 
in New Jersey and wOl return to offiating on December 12, 
the NBA said In a news release. The NBA said referees’ 
salaries will rise by 60 per cent over the term of the 
contract. According to a league spokesman earlier thfe 
week, the referees would get an 18.7 per cent salary 
increase in the first year. 

Yankees get Martinez deal 

NEW YORK (R) — The New York Yankees have 
obtained slugging first baseman Tino Martinez from the 
Seattle Mariners in a five-player deal. The Yankees 
received Martinez, relief pitcher Jeff Nelson and minor 
league pitcher Jim Mecir from the Mariners and sent third 
baseman Russ Davis and pitcher Sterling Hitchcock to. 
Seattle, New York Newsday newspaper reported on 
Thursday. Martinez agreed to a five-year, $20 million 
contract with the Yankees, Newsday reported. Martinez, 
who turned 28 on Thursday, hit .293 with 31 homers and 
111 RBI, all career highs. 

Bears’ running back breaks leg 

CHICAGO (AP) — Robert Green, the Chicago Bears' 
second-leading rasher, broke his left leg during the 27-7 
loss to the Detroit Lions and will be out for the rest of the 
National Football League season. Bears spokesman Bryan 
Harlan said Green broke his fibula, the outer and smaller 
of two bones of the leg, while covering the kickoff right 
after scoring Chicago’s only touchdown on an 11-yard ran 
in the third quarter Monday night. Green has been used as 
a third-down back in place of starter Rashaan Salaam but 
has outplayed the rookie in recent games. He gained a 
team-leading 63 yards on eight carries against Detroit, 
while Salaam has 3 yards on seven carries. Green had 
gained 570 yards on 107 carries. 

UEFA Cup draw announced 

GENEVA (AP) — UEFA Cop, Quarterfinal round, First 
leg- March S, Second leg -March 19. PC Barcelona (Spain) 
vs. PSV Eindhoven (Netherlands). Slavia Prague (Czech 


Republic) vs. AS Roma (Italy). AC Milan (Italy) vs. 
Girondins Bordeaux (France). Bayern Munich (Germany) 
vs. Nottingham Forest (England). Cupwmners Cup. Quar- 
terfinal Round. First leg - March 7 .Second leg - March 21 
Dynamo Moscow (Russia) vs Rapid Vienna (Austria) 
Puma AC (Italy) vs. Paris-SG (France). Deportivo 
(Spain), vs. Real Zaragoza (Spain). Borassia Moencheng- 
ladbach (Germany) vs. FeyneoonJ Rotterdam (Nether- 
lands). 


Newcastle 

meet 

Chelsea 

today 

LONDON (R) — English 
League leaders Newcastle re- 
turn to London for the 
second time in six days when 
they play Chelsea on Satur- 
day looking to complete the 
double over Glenn Hoddle's 
sides. 

Uncharacteristic lapses 
from the Newcastle defence 
last Sunday allowed Wimble- 
don to come back twice to 
force a 3-3 draw with Kevin 
Keegan’s men who are five 
points clear of Manchester 
United at the top of the table. 

Newcastle, who have not 
lost for 15 matches, beat 
Chelsea 2-0 in September and 
will be determined to pick up 
three more points against the 
mid-table Londoners who 
held Manchester United to a 
1-1 draw at Old Traffbrd last 
week. 

United, who have drawn 
their last two games 1-1 
against both Nottingham 
Forest and Chelsea, could be 
without six first-team regu- 
lars for the visit of Sheffield 
Wednesday. 

Full-back Denis Irwin has 
been called into the Ireland 
squad for next Wednesday’s 
European Championship de- 
cider against Netherlands, 
joining the injured or sus- 
pended. 

Goalkeeper Peter 
Schmeichel, Roy Keane, 
Nicky Butt, Gary Pallister 
and Ryan Giggs all missed 
the Chelsea game and Giggs 
is the only one with a chance 
of returning this weekend. 

If Newcastle or Manches- 
ter United slip up, third- 
placed Arsenal, five points 
behind United, could dose 
the gap by winning at South- 
ampton. 

Southampton have won 
only once in their last five 
games and striker Gordon 
Watson and midfielders Neil 
Maddison and Neil Heaney 
are all in contention for a 
return to the side as the 
Saints seek to avenge their 
4-2 loss at Highbury in 
September. 

Tottenham could leapfrog 
into third place if they redis- 
cover the art ofscoring and 
beat manager Gerry Francis's 
former club Queen's Park 
Rangers at home. 


Robinson 

leads 

Spurs past 
Hawks 

ATLANTA (R) — David 
Robinson scored 31 points 
and added 17 rebounds as the 
San Antonio Spurs won their 
fourth straight game with a 
104-102 victory over the 
Atlanta Hawks on Thursday. 

Sean Elliott added 21 
points and Avery Johnson 
bad 20. 

“We had them down 
seven, then nine. They came 
back," Spurs coach Bob Hill 
said. "We didn’t play great, 
but we won.” 

In Milwaukee. Vin Baker 
scored 13 of his career-high 
32 points in the first quarter 
as the Milwaukee Bucks 
raced to a 11-point lead on 
the way to a 112-103 victory 
over the Los Angeles Clip- 
pers. 

Glenn Robinson scored 23 
points and Benoit Benjamin 
added 19 for Milwaukee. Loy 
Vaught had 19 points and 10 
rebounds for his fifth straight 
double-double and Keith 
Tower added 19 points for 
Los Angeles, which lost its 
sixth straight following a 7-5 
start. 

In Portland, Rod Strick- 
land scored 10 of his 18 points 
in a third-quarter ran and 
Clifford Robinson had 24 as 
the Portland Trail Blazers 
rallied for a 96-88 victory 
over the Toronto Raptors. 

Aaron McKie scored 18 
points, rookie Arvydas Sabo- 
nis added 17 and Gary Trent 
had 15 and 11 rebounds for 
Portland (9-8). 

At Utah, Mahmoud 
AbduF Rauf scored an NBA 
season-high 51 points and 
Dale Ellis added 20 points as 
the Denver Nuggets posted 
their third straight win, 124- 
119, over the Utah Jazz. 

Abdul-Rauf connected on 
9-of-14 attempts from three- 
point range and recorded the 
first 50-point game in the 
league since Glen Rice 
scored 56 points for the 
Miami Heat last April. 

Abdul-Rauf connected on 
all five of his three-point 
attempts in the first quarter 
as Denver held a 34-29 lead. 

Karl Malone had 26 points, 
2Zrebounds and six assists to 
lead the Jazz. 

In Vancouver, Joe Dumars 
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Jamal Mashburn (right) of the Dallas Mavericks goes up for 
a shot guarded by Michael Cage of the Cleveland Cavaliers 
. during fourth quarter action at. the Gnnd A ^cn a. Maahbnn 

scored eight "point*”*#' a “ Vflncouv^brizzlies, 93-84, 
fourth-quarter ran as the De- sending Vancouver to its 17th 
troit Pistons knocked off the . straight defeat. 


scored 28 points in a losing effort as the Cavs won in 
overt i me, 108-107 (Reuters photo) 


The win spoiled a career- ' Vancouver has tied Miami 
high 31-point performance by for the sixth-Iongest losing 
Vancouver's Gregf Anthony, streak in league history. 
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Courts move in 
where voters 
left off in Egypt 


CAIRO (R) — Egyptian 
politicians face months of leg* 
al wrangling after the rough- 
est parliamentary elections in 
decades gave the ruling 
National Democratic Party 
(NDP) a 94 per cent majority 
in the new parliament. 

Scattered rioting broke out 
in parts of the Cairo area and 
the Nile Delta on Thursday 
evening when supporters of 
the losing candidates heard 
the final results announced 
by Interior Minister Hassan 
AlAlfi. 

In Abu Kebir in Sharkia 
province, rioters attacked the 
telephone exchange and* 
banks and set fire to railway 
carriages, the government 
newspaper Al Gumhouria 
said on Friday. 

In Saff on the east bank of 
the Nile south of the capital, 
demonstrators started fires 
and dosed the road to Cairo. 
Police dispersed them, it 
added. 

But there were no immedi- 
ate reports of unrest outside 
mosques after Friday 
prayers, a traditional occa- 
sion for political protests, 
especially by the Islamist 
movement. 

Losing candidates have 
alleged massive irregularities 
by the NDP and police in 
both the first round of voting 
on Nov. 29 and in the second 
round this Wednesday. 

The government says 
abuses did take place but the 
elections overall reflected the 
will of the people. 

Administrative courts took 
complaints from more than 
100 constituendes earlier this 
week and referred them to a 
higher court, which in turn 
passed them to a group 
known as the Commissioners 
of the Coundl of State. 

The commissioners will 
meet on Saturday to dedde 
the next step in what could be 
a very lengthy process. 

But the government and 
the opposition parties have 
already offered different in- 
terpretations of the law. 

The opposition says the 


Interior Ministry should 
organise fresh elections in 
disputed constituencies, or at 
least refrain from announcing 
the winners. 

But government spokes- 
man Nabil Osman said on 
Friday that his understanding 
was that a parliamentary 
committee would have the 
last word on all electoral dis- 
putes. 

Meanwhile candidates de- 
clared to have won would be 
able to take their seats and 
enjoy parliamentary immun- 
ity, he said. 

‘‘Only parliament can take 
a decision... after the last 
elections (in 1990) parliament 
rejected 99 per cent of the 
complaints for lack of evi- 
dence,” he told Reuters. 

Mr. Osman said the NDP 
would have liked the opposi- 
tion parties to have more 
than the 13 seats they won. 
“But it was up to the electo- 
rate to decide.” he added. 

The opposition, in testi- 
mony corroborated by inde- 
pendent witnesses and moni- 
toring groups, says police 
acted on behalf of the NDP in 
hundreds of cases, arresting 
opposition election agents 
and closing polling stations 
down for long periods with- 
out explanation. 

Opposition newspapers on 
Friday resumed their attacks 
on the elections. “Anger is 
sweeping the Egyptian mas- 
ses across the country in pro- 
test at the distortion of their 
will and the rigging of the 
elections,” said the Wafd 
Party newspaper. 

The liberal Wafd, the 
country's oldest political par- 
ty, has six seats in the new 
parliament and is expected to. 
lead the tiny opposition 
groups. 

The NDP won 317 seats 
but the government newspap- 
er Al Ahram said 99 of the 
114 independents had already 
cast in their lot with the 
winners, giving the ruling 
party 416 out of 444 seats. 

The leftist Tagammu Party 
has five seats, the pro- 
Islamist Ahrar one seat and 
the Nasserites one. 


PNA police question 
human rights activist 


GAZA CITY (Agencies) — 
A leading human rights activ- 
ist said Friday he was de- 
tained by Palestinian police 
after he complained publicly 
that Yasser Arafat’s govern- 
ment has ignored queries ab- 
out abuses against prisoners. 

Psychiatrist lyad Sarraj 
said he was questioned by 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA) police for nine 
hours Thursday and that in- 
terrogators demanded he sign 
a pledge to stop criticising 
Arafat's rule. ‘ . 

Dr. Sarraj said he refused 
and was released without 
signing the document. Dr. 
Sarraj runs a Gaza Gty men- 
tal health clinic and heads a 
human rights group, the 
Palestinian Independent 
Commission for Citizens 
Rights. 

Mr. Arafat said Friday that 
Dr. Sarraj was detained "be- 
cause he gave false informa- 
tion. completely against what 
is going on in the Palestinian 
authority.” 

"•'Dr. Sarraj told a seminar 
earlier this week that he has 
sent more than 400 messages, 
both in writing and orally, to 
Palestinian officials, deman- 
1 ding information about cases 


of suspected human rights 
abuses by security officials. 

Dr. Sarraj said he was par- 
ticularly concerned about the 
deaths in detention of six 
Palestinians over the past IS 
months. 

The Palestinian attorney 
general, Khaled Kidra, has 
said all six cases were being 
investigated and the guilty 
would be punished. 

Dr. Sarraj said he never 
received an answer to his 
questions about details of the 
cases. 

Dr. Kidra and Palestinian 
police commanders were not 
immediately available for 
comment Friday. 

Mr. Arafat has been widely 
criticised in the past for his 
handling of dissent. He has 
temporarily shut down 
Palestinian newspapers that 
published critical articles, 
and intelligence officers have 
summoned journalists for 
questioning over stories they 
wrote. 

Earlier this year, another 
leading human rights activist, 
Raji Sourani, was held for 
two days after he protested 
against the establishment of 
secret military tribunals. 
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Bosnian Serbs set up a placard reading "Was the Dayton map made by a man?" in 
Grbavica, one of tne Serb-dominated areas of Sarajevo as they prepare for a 
demonstration against the Bosnian peace accord brokered by the U.S. m Dayton, 
Ohio (AFP photo) — * 

France toughens demand for release 
of pilots from Bosnian Serb custody 


BUDAPEST (Agencies) 
— French Foreign Minister 
Herve de Charette on Fri- 
day stepped up warnings of 
retaliation if two French 
pilots captured by Bosnian 
Serbs were not handed 
over, as agreed with French 
President Jacques Chirac. 

Mr. De Charette 
threatened “appropriate 
consequences” if the pilots 
were not handed over 
‘within the time limits and 
conditions” set by Mr. 
Chirac. 

He was speaking on the 
sidelines of a ministerial 
meeting of the pan- 
European security body, 
the Organisation for Secur- 
ity and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE). 

On Wednesday, Mr. 
Chirac issued an ultimatum 
to Serbian President Slobo- 
dan Milosevic that the two 
pilots should be returned to 
France before the Paris 
conference on Bosnia, set 
down for Dec. 14. 

U.S. Deputy Secretary of 
State Strobe Talbott, rep- 
resenting his country at the 
Budapest meeting, told re- 
porters Friday: "The Un- 
ited States always supports 


the demands of the French 
government. 

“The U.S. government is 
doing all it can to resolve 
this troublesome and vex- 
ing issue,” he added. 

On Thursday, Yugoslav 
authorities said France's 
warning of “widespread re- 
percussions" unless the two 
French pilots were im- 
mediately released was 
“unacceptable.” 

The men were captured 
when their Mirage 2000 
was shot down three 
months ago during a 
NATO bombing mission. 
They are believed held by 
the Bosnian Serb army. 

Mr. Talbott hinted that 
U.S. military intelligence 
and diplomats had been 
directed towards the prob- 
lem of the pilots. 

“We have been working 
in eveiy way that we can, 
every level publicly and in 
not so public ways to bring 
about their release." Mr. 
Talbott said. “We entirely 
understand the depth of 
feeling on the part of our 
French friends and col- 
leagues.” 

The dilemma of the fate 
of the pilots has bung over 


the peace talks in Dayton 
and now the arrangements 
to implement the military 
and civilian arms of the 
peace process. 

The pilots were captured 
near the Bosnian Serb 
“capital” of Pale. 

Ever since, their where- 
abouts has been unclear. 
Bosnian Serb leader Rado- 
van Karadzic has said the 
two men were taken from a 
hospital by unknown kid- 
nappers. 

France insists that Ser- 
bian President Slobodan 
Milosevic put pressure on 
the Bosnian Serbs to come 
up with the pilots whom 
Paris seems certain are still 
alive. 

President Chirac told 
President Milosevic on 
Wednesday that France 
would take unspecified ac- 
tion if the pilots were not 
freed quickly. 

In a follow up on Thurs- 
day, France warned that 
“the consequences... will 
strike those who are re- 
sponsible for their deten- 
tion and those who have 
not respected their commit- 
ments." 


:Greek politics seesaws in line with Papandreou’s health 


-ATHENS (AFP) — For 

• some three weeks. Greece 
.has been riding the ups and 
downs of Prime Minister 
‘Andreas Papandreou’s failing 
■ health — when his condition 
worsens, the country turns a 
' leaf on his rule: when it im- 
proves, talk of succession be- 
comes taboo. 

Friday, two days after the 
wily 76-year-old statesman 
underwent a successful 
tracheotomy — which in- 
. volves opening the windpipe 
to help him breathe, his 
condition was officially de- 
. scribed as satisfactory, 

Mr. Papandreou has been 
■hospitalised at the Onassio 
cardiac centre since Nov. 20 
.for pneumonia, which doc- 
tors say has now been elimin- 
ated. 

• Official spokesman Tele- 
makis Hytiris said Friday Mr. 
Papandreou could leave hos- 
pital by the end of the year. 

“The doctors hope and be- 
lieve that, if all continues to 
go well, Mr. Papandreou, 76. 
will leave hospital shortly be- 
fore or shortly after the end 


of year festivities," Mr. 
Hytiris added. 

“Mr. Papandreou sat for 
the first time yesterday and 
ate chicken soup and jelly,” 
an official told AFP. “He 
does not have to lie down ail 
the rime. If there is no new 
complication, one can say we 
are entetjng a convalescence 
phase." 

A medical bulletin pub- 
lished by the Onassio centre 
added the premier “was able 
to sit on a chair for two hours 
and his condition is stable.” 

But it said Mr. Papandreou 
was still breathing with the 
help of a respirator and 
undergoing regular kidney di- 
alysis treatment to purify his 
blood. 

Questioned about the role 
of the premier's wife Dimitra 
Papandreou, who has not left 
her husband's bedside since 
Nov, 20, Mr. Hytiris Friday 
denied rumours she had tele- 
phoned ministers to give 
them auvice. 

He also counselled caution 
to the socialist deputies temp- 
ted to turn the page of Papan- 


dreism once and for all. 

Since the prime minister 
was admitted to hospital last 
month, be has gone through 
several phases, each closely 
.monitored by the political 
establishment. 

During the first week, 
medical bulletins reported a 
steady improvement of his 
condition, saying he was re- 
covering from pneumonia 
affecting his left lung. Then 
they took on an alarmist tone 
highlighting kidney trouble 
and the need for artificial 
kidney support. 

More than 1,400 journal- 
ists, virtually camped at the 
Onassio centre where the 
seventh floor was turned into 
an annex of parliament. 

Deputies of the ruling 
PASOK socialist party as 
well as government circles 
began planning the "post- 
Papandreou era" and talk of 
Succesaiuu »ua m> lunger 
taboo. 

As the jockeying intensi- 
fied among two rival camps. 
Defence Minister Gerassimos 
Arsenis, Interior Minister 


and acting Premier Akis 
ToshohatzopouJos and Cos- 
tas Simitis. a former minister 
and one of PASOK's leading 
lights, emerged as frontrun- 
ners to step into Mr. Papan- 
dreou's shoes. 

Miltiades Evert, leader of 
the main opposition New 
Democracy Party, asked Mr. 
Papandreou’s personal doc- 
tor, Dimitris Kremastinos, 
and the Onassio clinic in 
separate letters to publish 
more precise details about 
the premier’s condition. 

Mr. Tsohatzopoulos met 
with President Costis Stepha- 
nopouios on Wednesday to 
discuss items on the agenda 
of the European Union (EU) 
summit next week. The 
acting premier is to represent 
Greece at the meeting in 
Madrid, and the decision 

auu>.U lU aptuu.jUUli mm lie 

is the most likely candidate 
for the premiership. 

Costas Simitis. who heads 
the socialist PASOK puri>'s 
pro-reform wing, and Parlia- 
ment Speaker Apostolos 
Kaklamanis — two other 


possible successors — also 
met Wednesday. 

The infighting within 
PASOK over the selection 
process and the proliferation 
of candidates stepping for- 
ward was seen as a threat to 
party unity. 

But since Wednesday’s 
tracheotomy, (he disease has 
moved into yet another 
phase. Mr. Papandreou 's 
family and aides now talk of 
possible recovery and the 
pro-government pTess is leak- 
ing out tidbits such as 
“Papandreou asks for Sinat- 
ra’s records, "He had ice 
cream" or "asked for his 
komboloi (beads).” 

However, PASOK remains 
rom between two impulses: it 
must not give the impression 
that it is burying its founder, 
but at the same time it is 
duty-bound to prepare for 
life without Mr. Papandreou. 

Friday, PASOK's 18- 
member executive and 
secretary-general Costas 
Skandalidis were to meet 
with 400 regional partv 
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5 children among 
at least 13 killed 
in north Iraq blast 


SHAQLAWA, Iraq (Agen- 
cies) — Five children were 
among at least 13 people 
killed in a bomb attack at a 
petrol station in Kardisb-held 
northern Iraq on Thursday, 
hospital officials said here 
Frioay. 

The Irani National Con- 
gress (INC), a coalition of 
opposition groups, said as 
many as 20 people were kil- 
led and pointed a finger of 
blame at Baghdad. 

Marwan Mohammad of 
Shaqlawa hospital said three 
women, five children and five 
men died in Thursday’s blast, 
including two U.N. guards. 
Twelve people were still 
being treated in the hospital 
of the mountain town. 

Four of the children killed 
were riding home in their 
parents' car from a wedding 
when the bomb exploded as 
two U.N. vehicles were driv- 
ing past the petrol station 
operated by the British char- 
ity Save the Children. 

“I heard a blast, saw 
smoke and then fainted,” 
said their motber Bahiya 
Aziz, who also had her hus- 
band and their two other 
children in the car. They 
were slightly injured. 

The bomb was believed to 
be a remote-controlled de- 


vice and deliberately targeted 
against the United Nations, a 
U.N. commander for the 
main Kurdish town of Erbil 
said. 

"The blast was so powerful 
that it lifted one of the U.N. 
vehicles completely off the 
ground and totally destroyed 
both of them." said the U.N- 
sector commander, who 
asked not to be named. 

U.N. guards have been 
posted in northern Iraq since 
Kurds took over the region 
in defiance of Baghdad in the 
aftermath of the 1991 Gulf 
war. 

The INC, in a statement 
faxed to media organisations, 
said the bomb killed 20 peo- 
ple and that it was placed on 
a tanker which transported 
fuel from Baghdad to north- 
ern Iraq for U.N. vehicles. 

It urged the United Na- 
tions “to take action to pro- 
tect the Iraqi people and 
those helping them from 
(President) Saddam Hus- 
sein's deadly attacks.” 

The Kurdistan Democratic 
Party (KDP), meanwhile, 
said the bomb was placed by 
“terrorists” near a stationary 
fuel tank. The attack was an 
attempt “to undermine peace 

(Continued on page 7) 


Soviet dissidents 
caution against 
Israeli crackdown 


TEL AVTV (AP) — Former 
Soviet dissidents warned Fri- 
day thatr the government has 
gone too far in its campaign 
against Jewish militants and 
that Israeli democracy was in 
danger. 

The dissidents, among 
them several who were jailed 
for their beliefs in the Soviet 
Union, urged in an open let- 
ter to “stop the witch hunt 
and the spread of hatred in 
our country.” 

The publication of letter in 
the Jerusalem Post daily was 
the latest sign of an escalating 
debate in Israel over where 
freedom of speech ends and 
incitement to violence starts. 

Critics have complained 
that the government is using 
its crackdown on Jewish mili- 
tants to stifle legitimate 
opposition to the govern- 
ment's peace policies. 

Yitzhak Rabin was assas- 
sinated Nov. 4 by a deeply 
observant Jew who felt the 
prime minister betrayed 
Israelis by banding the 
Palestinians parts of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Mr. Rabin’s widow, Leah, 
and other Israeli leaders have 
said that right-wing opposi- 
tion leaders set the stage for 
the assassination with in- 
flammatory rhetoric. Shouts 
of “Rabin is a traitor" and 
“Rabin is a murderer" often 
erupted at anti-government 
rallies. 

Mr. Rabin’s successor, Shi- 
mon Peres, said Friday that 
despite the shock of the 


assassination, there were still 
some in Israel who supported 
political violence. 

“I will never forgive the 
people who called Yitzhak 
Rabin a traitor, nor of course 
he who aimed a pistol at 
him," Mr. Peres told student 
members of his Labour Par- 
ty- 

“To my great regret there 
are hundreds, perhaps 
thousands more people in 
Israel, even today, who 
favour violence, murder. 
These people I will never 
forgive. They are a cancer in 
the body of the nation.” 

However, many right-wing 
activists complained that Mr. 
Peres is using the backlash 
against the right-wing to 
broaden support for his poli- 
cies. 

On Thursday, some 100 
followers of the Zu Artzeinu 
protest group, wearing witch- 
es' hats and broom sticks, 
marched in the streets of the 
Tel Aviv suburb of Petahk 
Hkva. 

“Since Rabin was killed, 
the media and politicians 
have gone out on an unpre- 
cedented brainwashing cam- 
paign,” said Moshe Feiglin, 
the leader of the group which 
has blocked roads and seized 
West Bank hilltops in recent 
months to try and stop the 
Palestinian autonomy agree- 
ment. 

■ “This is a witch hunt par 
excellence,” said Mr. Feiglin, 

(Continued on page 7) 


Huge Japanese reactor 
shut down after leak 


TOKYO (Agencies) — 
Japan's Monju fast-beeder 
reactor stopped operating 
late Friday in central Japan 
after smoke poured from its 
cooling device, but there was- 
no danger of a radiation leak, 
a government official said. 

The official from the Pow- 
er reactor and nuclear fuel 
development corporation 
(PNC) said no one was in- 
jured in the accident in the 
prototype reactor at its Tsur- 
uga plant in Fukui prefec- 
ture. 

It was its first accidental 
shutdown since the reactor 
started generating electricity 
in Aug. 29, four months be- 
hind schedule after 10 years 
under construction. 

The $6 billion reactor, de- 
signed to produce more plu- 
tonium than it consumes, was 
scheduled to begin full-power 
generating tests in June next 
year. 

'We manually shut down 
the reactor when we found 
sodium leaking from the 
secondary cooling system,” a 
spokesman for the PNC said. 
There was no fear of radia- 
tion leakage, he said. 

It was not dear when the 
reactor would resume normal 
operations, a spokesman for 
the science and technology 
agency said. “It might take a 
while before it will resume 
operations because we must 
ensure safety first,” he said. 

Monju, located on the 
coast at Tsuruga northwest of 
Tokyo, is the world’s second 
largest fast-breeder reactor 


and the cornerstone of 
Japan's ambitious nuclear- 
power programme. 

It started operations in Au- 
gust after a decade of technic- 
al delays and costly prepara- 
tions. 

Named Monju after the 
Buddbist saint of wisdom, the 
reactor was scheduled to be- 
gin a test run on Tuesday 
generating 14 megawatts of 
power. 

Japan launched the project 
in 1985 to build the “dream" 
reactor, a fast-breeder de- 
signed to produce more nuc- 
lear fuel than it consu mes 

It cost 590 billion yen ($6.2 
billion) to build Monju, 
which is double the cost of a 
conventional 500 megawatt 
light-water reactor. 

Monju will eventually pro- 
duce 280 megawatts of elec- 
tricity, making it the world’s 
second largest fast-breeder 
reactor after the French 
Sphenix. 

PNC planned the start-up 
last April but a pre-test run 
was shut down in March be- 
cause of a problem with its 
steam control system. It was 
restarted in May only to be 
shut down again due to furth- 
er problems. 

PNC hoped Monju would 
begin supplying electricity to 
the commercial grid some- 
time next year. 

Despite criticism against 
the need to ship nuclear 
waste to and from European 
reprocessing facilities to 

(Continued on page 7) 





Wayward manatee 
escapes captors in 
Houston bayou 

HOUSTON (R) — A way- 
ward manatee lost in a 
bayou near downtown 
Houston for the past week 
eluded captors trying to ret 
the half-tonne mammal. 
While hundreds of people 
looked on. the 8-foot long 
manatee, also known as a 
sea cow. slipped out of a 
250-foot net and swam into 
deeper water near a sewage 
treatment plant. “We’U 
make another run at it 
tomorrow." said one mem- 
ber of a crew flown in from 
Florida to help catch the 
manatee. Dubbed “Hou” 
by the local media, the 
manatee spent the past 
week bathing in warm 
water discharged from the 
wastewater treatment plant 
into Buffalo Bayou, which 
feeds into Houston’s ship 
channel, a meandering 
canal lined with oil refiner- 
ies. The manatee, which 
eats up to 50 pounds of 
vegetation a day, has feast- 
ed on hundreds of pounds 
of vegetables between for- 
ays up and down the chan- 
nel. U.S. fish and wildlife 
experts believe the mana- 
tee swam to Houston from 
either Florida or Mexico. 

Is a dog on a 
motorcycle a 
person? 

LOS ANGELES fR) — . 
When is a dog a person, 
legally? Ask the California 
Highway Patrol. Jeremiah 
Gerbracht has given rides 
to his pet pooches on his 
1986 Harley-Davidson 
motorcycle for years, but 
recently he was pulled over 
by a highway patrol who 
spotted his husky — also 
called Harley — crouching 
on the gas tank as he sped 
along. Mr. Gerbracht, a 
member of ABATE, a bik- 
ers' rights organisation, 
told the officer the 
California motor vehicle 
code does not prohibit dogs 
from riding on motorcy- 
cles. The officer was not 
convinced and ticketed Mr. 
Gerbracht. citing the rule 
that prohibits a “person” 
from riding on a part of a 
motorcycle not designated 
for passengers. Ml 
G erbracht told the Los 
Angeles Times he is fight- 
ing the ticket. 

Clinton turns on 
Christmas lights 

WASHINGTON (R) — 
President Bill Clinton 
switched on the national 
Christmas tree lights and" 
then lifted to the stage 
Catherine Hamill, the Irish 
girl who welcomed him to 
Belfast last week with a 
Christmas wish that peace 
prevail. During the tree- 
lighting ceremony, which 
dates back to 1913, Mr. 
Clinton referred to his 
recent trip to Britain and 
Ireland and hi ghl ighted 
peace efforts around the 
world. “Let us bless the 
peacemakers at this 
Christmas time from the 
Middle East to Northern 
Ireland to our own troops 
in Bosnia," Mr. Clinton 
said. “Let us pray especial- 
ly for our peacemakers, 
those who will go to 
Bosnia and those who are 
soon to come home from 
Haiti.” Mr. Clinton tbea 
pushed a button to turn on 
more than 6,000 lights 
draped over a 40-foot, liv- 
ing Colorado blue spruce. 

Beatles release 
first single for 25 
years 

LONDON (R) — The 
Beatles Monday released 
their fust single in 25 years 
^ith John .Lennon's rasp- 
ing voice echoing from 
beyond the grave in Free 
As A Bird. But bookmakers 
say they could be kept from 
the coveted number one 
slot by Michael Jackson 
'whose new single Earth 
Song rocketed straight to 
the top on its release. 





